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A. Shoshone Indians of the Great Basin 
 
1. What are their five major problems of production and reproduction? 
 
2. Describe how the Shoshone adapt to their difficult environment to solve these 

problems. (Include social organization and subsistence techniques.) 
 
3. Describe how the Owens Valley Shoshone differ from the Great Basin Shoshone. 
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B. The !Kung Bushmen of the Kalihari live in a difficult environment.  
 
Using the readings and readings as sources,  DESCRIBE: 
 
1. How they traditionally got food and the pattern of resource use. Did they work hard? 

Who did what? Who provided what kind of food? Where did most of the calories 
come from? 

2. How their lives changed during the wet and dry seasons?  
3. Who lived in a camp? What was the group size? Describe the family form and kinship. 
4. Their naming system and joking and avoidance relationships. How do these complicate 

marriage? 
5. What happened if there was conflict? Describe the levels of conflict and the 

possible outcomes. 
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C. Pygmies (Mbuti) of the equatorial rain forest also live under difficult conditions 

for a technologically simple society.  
 
Using the readings and classroom materials as sources, DESCRIBE: 
 
1. Their home environment. What conditions do they face? What are the resources like? 
2. Their technology. What kinds of tools, different hunting techniques, etc. do they use? 

(Especially for subsistence.) 



3. Their social structure: group size, leadership, family form, kinship, childhood (bopi). 
Are these different in the forest and in the village? 

4. Their relationship with the Bantu villagers. What evidence is there that the Mbuti are 
independent of the villagers? What evidence is there that they are dependent on the 
villagers?  
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If we have a chance to have class time for this: 
 
D. The Pygmies (Mbuti) live in a very different environment from the !Kung 
Bushmen yet there are some striking similarities.  
 
LIST the similarities that you can think of.  
 
There are differences as well. LIST the differences. 
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E.  Yanomamö 
 
1. List the 6 different forms conflict can take? 
 
2. Name 5 items the Yanomamö use that come from outside Yanomamöland. 
 
3. Why are fierce (waiteri) men respected and why are they necessary to the 

survival of the shabono? What rewards do they get? How do men prove their 
fierceness inside and outside the village? What problems do waiteri men create? 

 
4. Why do the Yanomamö have a shortage of women and what is their solution? 
 
5. What are status differences between men and women and how do they affect 

daily life? 
 
6. What are the three important variables that determine the population size of a 

village? What kind of “crowding” is there? Why are they crowded? 
 
7. What is bride service? Describe bride service among the Yanomamö. 
 
8. Whom should a Yanomamö man marry and why? What can a man do if there is 

no one of the right type for him to marry? 



 
9. One big question discussed in class about the Yanomamö: Why do the 

Yanomamö have so much warfare? Chagnon suggests some reasons (proximate 
causes), including some the Yanomamö themselves state. Discuss these 
reasons. There are some large-scale causes also (ultimate causes). Discuss. 

 
10. Another big question (from the readings) about the Yanomamö: Is warfare a 

“natural condition” for humans, specifically, are the Yanamamö a good example of 
humans in their “natural state” as Chagnon contends. What evidence does Chagnon 
give to support his view? –OR- Is Yanamamö warfare a result of Western contact? 
What or who came into Yanamamöland from the outside? What further changes does 
Ferguson suggest these imports caused in Yanamamö social organization? What do 
you think? Discuss. 
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G.  Essays with illustration from film  
 
1. Describe Yanomamö alliances: (a) why do they need them, (b) how do they 

make them, and (c) with whom? Illustrate with an explicit examples from The 
Feast. When a village fissions, what two choices do the group that leaves have? 
Why would they choose each? Why might two villages move in together? 

 
2. In The Pygmies of the Rainforest, how was the hunt organized, how did it 

proceed, what happened, and what happened after the kill? What kind of 
leadership was illustrated? What did we see about the relationship between the 
Mbuti and the Bantu villagers? 

 
3. In the film by John Marshall, N!ai, Story of a !Kung Woman, how has the life of 

N!ai changed, as seen in the film about her? Why would people think she was 
selfish and why is that a big problem for the !Kung? What was her marriage 
like? How did it begin and how is it now? What changes did we see among the 
Bushmen since John Marshall originally lived among them? How were they 
living before and now? 

 


