HIST 349
History of Latin America
Fall 2009
M 6:30-9:15 PM

DHC 210
	Dr. Gretchen Pierce
	gkpierce@ship.edu (The best way to reach me)

	Office: DHC 214, 477-1729                    
	Office Hours: MWF 1-2 PM, M 5-6 PM (Or by appointment)


Overview:

This course will focus on the history of Latin America from roughly 1400 to the 1980s.  A series of questions will guide the class: what motivated Iberians to explore beyond their shores?  How did Europeans and Native Americans perceive each other?  How did small groups of Spanish and Portuguese explorers and soldiers conquer millions of indigenous peoples?  How did Iberian monarchs govern colonies thousands of miles away?  How did the global economy influence labor practices in the colonial era, and how did it affect various elements of society?  What was the role of the Catholic Church, and religion in general, in this period?  What were the challenges in creating new nations?  What groups within society were included in these new nations?  What factors in the late 19th and early 20th centuries led people to begin to demand new types of governments?  In what ways did populist governments in the first half of the 20th century change Latin American politics and economics?  Did populist governments really serve “the people?”  How did the Latin American military, elite, and middle classes, as well as the United States, respond to populist governments?  How did military regimes affect middle- and lower-class Latin Americans?  How did people resist repression in the second half of the 20th century?  Throughout the course, as well, we will pay attention to history as a craft: How does one attempt to put together a narrative of what “happened” in Latin America, with sources that can be highly biased and even conflicting?   
Objectives:
By the end of the semester, students will have gained a better “factual” understanding of Latin American history, and they will be able to identify important historical figures, events, and dates.  Perhaps more importantly, they will also have improved their analytical abilities and their reading, writing, and speaking proficiency.  These are essential skills that can be applied in the rest of their time at the university as well as in their future careers. 
Grading:

	Midterm
	25%

	Final
	25%

	Discussion Board
	20%

	Attendance
	5%

	Participation
	25%


Keep in mind I do not “give” you a grade, I merely record what you have earned.  If you believe you earned a higher grade than the one I wrote down, you must wait 24 hours before talking to me, then bring the paper or test to me, along with a written argument as to why you deserve a higher grade.  I am willing to reconsider my initial decision, but I reserve the right to leave the grade as it was.

Readings:

Five books have been assigned for this course: 

· Cheryl Martin and Mark Wasserman, Latin America and its People, Combined Volume, 2/E (New York: Pearson Longman, 2008).  ISBN: 0-205-52053-7.  (Referred to as LAP).
· Bartolomé de Las Casas, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies, ed. and trans. Nigel Griffin (London: Penguin Classics,1992; reprinted 2004).  ISBN: 0-140-44562-5.  

· Ward Stavig, The World of Tupac Amaru: Conflict, Community, and Identity in Colonial Peru (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1999).  ISBN: 0-803-29255-4.  

· Clorinda Matto de Turner, Torn From the Nest, trans. John H. R. Polt (New York: Oxford University Press, 1998).  ISBN: 0-19-511006-4.  

· Peter Winn, Weavers of Revolution: The Yarur Workers and Chile’s Road to Socialism (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986).   ISBN: 0-19-504558-0.  

You will also be assigned a series of other primary sources (literary, visual, and musical), all of which are located on Blackboard. (After you select the course, go to Course Documents.  The readings will be linked to the Daily Schedule).  Lecture and discussion will be based on that day’s reading, so you are required to come prepared.  

Note: a standard rule at universities across the country is that for each credit-hour they take, students should budget three hours of study time per week, outside of class.  In a three-credit history course, you should plan on nine hours of reading and thinking about the material critically.  This will aid your comprehension and will prepare you for discussion.  Begin by looking at the syllabus and figuring out the day’s topic.  Then, read the textbook pages to give yourself a basic overview of the historical period in question.  As you move into the other sources, ask yourself, “What does this reading illustrate about the time in which it was written?  Does it tell me something about these people’s religion, values, or political structure?”  Underline specific quotes that illustrate these points, raise interesting questions, or seem particularly provocative.  You should also think about how each of the readings fit into the larger themes of the course.  You should use similar techniques to analyze the images.  Think about who created the artworks, for what purpose they were made, and what they are trying to argue.  Each piece has a thesis, just like the written sources.   To aid you in this process, I have created a list of preparatory questions for each day’s material that will be linked to the online syllabus.  It is not mandatory that you compile the answers on paper, but it is highly recommended.  (See below).  

Participation: 

Pedagogical research indicates that active participation aids your ability to learn and retain information.  As former students have reported, it also makes the class more enjoyable.  Therefore, participation is mandatory.  We will discuss readings for part of every session, so come prepared.  Also, realize that on September 14, October 26, November 9, and December 7, we will discuss an entire book.  These sessions will not only help you prepare for papers, they will also be worth more participation points than regular days.  Therefore, joining in on these days will be in your best interest.

Because I recognize that not all students learn in the same manner, there will be a variety of ways to earn discussion points.  These will include asking substantive questions in lecture, talking in large- and small-group discussion of readings, completing in-class writing assignments, or carrying on an engaged conversation with me after class or in my office hours.  Even if you are shy, though, you must participate—if by the end of the semester I don’t know the sound of your voice, don’t expect any points.  In fact, quieter students often find it is easier to participate when they have pre-written answers in front of them, and as the day’s discussion will be based on the preparatory questions, I encourage you to prepare answers to them to help you with discussion.  

Equally important to remember is that we all come from diverse racial, class, educational, and religious backgrounds, etc.  That means you must be sensitive to and respect others’ viewpoints and opinions.  Please note: I will not tolerate disruptive behavior of any sort.  This includes, but is not limited to: reading the newspaper, talking during class, sleeping, using your cell phone, using your laptop for something other than note-taking, coming in late, or leaving the room before the end of the class.  If for some reason you have a legitimate reason to leave class early, arrive late, or have your cell phone on vibrate (for instance, someone in your family is expecting a baby), you need to clear this with me ahead of time.

Attendance:

As this class covers an incredible amount of historical time and space, attendance is mandatory.  You will have one free unexcused absence; after that you will begin to lose points.  For an absence to count as excused (i.e. in cases of dire emergency) you absolutely must have legitimate documentation.  However, keep in mind that even though you will not lose attendance points for excused absences, they WILL affect your participation grade.  You cannot participate if you are not in class.   

Midterm/Final:
The midterm and final will both consist of two short papers that will cover material from the respective period of the class.  They are not research papers, but rather, will ask you to analyze course materials: primary and secondary source readings, images, and music.  Further instructions will be distributed prior to the due dates.  They are due on Friday, October 30 by 12 PM and Monday, December 14 by 12 PM.  Note: these are not normal class times, so they can be submitted in person to my office, or can be emailed to me.

Discussion Board:
You are required to answer an online question found on Blackboard each week.  (After you select the course, go to Discussion Board).  Students who also choose to respond to their peers’ answers, in essence participating in the discussion more than once per week, will earn additional points.  The question must be answered most Tuesdays on or before 11:59 PM.  See the daily schedule for more information.
Absences/Late Work/Make-ups:

I understand that the unexpected happens: people get sick, relatives pass away, and cars break down.  If an unforeseen emergency like this happens to you, and you have to miss class, or need to turn in an assignment late, you will find that I am very understanding.  However, the burden of proof is on you (especially in the case of missing a paper due date or a test): you must contact me as soon as possible and provide documentation of your situation.  If you do not, I will simply assume that you do not have a valid excuse.  This is YOUR education, take it seriously.  On the other hand, do not attempt to extend a paper or test deadline for yourself by making dishonest excuses.  Deadlines will only be extended for valid, documentable reasons.  

Academic Honesty:
It is the policy of Shippensburg University to expect academic honesty. Students who commit breaches of academic honesty will be subject to the various sanctions outlined in the Student Handbook.  Academic dishonesty means deceit or misrepresentation in attempting (successfully or unsuccessfully) to influence the grading process or to obtain academic credit by a means that is not authorized by the course instructor or university policy. A breach of academic honesty is committed by students who give, as well as receive, unauthorized assistance in course work and/or who purposefully evade, or assist other students in evading, the university’s policy against academic dishonesty.  Any violations of academic honesty are considered a very serious offense and may result in the student receiving a grade of F for the course, being suspended or dismissed from the university.  All students must sign the academic honesty form linked to the syllabus via Blackboard and return it by September 14.  Furthermore, students will turn in their midterm and final using Turnitin, a service linked to Blackboard that compares their work to websites, databases, and former student papers, looking for plagiarism.  Further instructions for how to use Turnitin will be provided.
Special Needs:
If you have specific physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities and require accommodations, please let me know no more than two weeks after the semester begins so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation of your disability to the Office of Disability Services (120 Horton Hall, 477-1329), and they will help you to determine the appropriate accommodations so that you can achieve in this course.
Daily Schedule:

SEE BLACKBOARD—under Course Documents.
