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INTRODUCTION 

 

This report documents the historical development and resources of the Locust Grove 

Cemetery, an African-American burial ground located in downtown Shippensburg that dates to 

at least the beginning of the nineteenth century. The cemetery has extraordinary local, state, and 

national significance. First, it is rare and well-maintained example of a rural Pennsylvania 

landscape established, defined, and maintained by African-Americans for over 200 years and one 

that uniquely reflects local African-American culture, customs, faith and values. Second, it 

possesses the graves of numerous individuals who were personally connected to major events in 

American history, including slaves, enslaved individuals who escaped to freedom, individuals 

who were part of the Great Migration of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and 

forty-four African-American veterans who served in every major American conflict from the 

Civil War through Vietnam.  Twenty-six of the forty-five veterans are Civil War veterans, 

including three members of the 54
th

 and 55
th

 Massachusetts regiments, 22 veterans of the United 

States Colored Troops, and one U.S. Marine. Finally, the cemetery is a powerful reminder of the 

existence and persistence of segregation in the North and the persistence of policies and customs 

that denied blacks equal access to public places—even in death. The cemetery provides a unique 

vantage point through which we can better understand Shippensburg history, African American 

history, and ultimately the history of the United States. 

The earliest documented reference to the cemetery is from a deed registered with 

Cumberland County from 1829, but other evidence suggests an earlier origin.
 1

  The cemetery is 

divided into two distinct sections, the North Queen Street section, which is the oldest part of the 

cemetery and which ceased accepting new burials in 1922, and the Locust Grove section that 

opened that same year and continues to serve the local African-American community. The land 

for the cemetery was given to the ―black people‖ of Shippensburg in 1842 by town‘s proprietor, 

Edward Shippen Burd.
2
 The Locust Grove Cemetery Association purchased the additional 

grounds from John Hosfeld on February 22, 1922.
3
 The cemetery is owned and operated by an 

unincorporated voluntary organization composed of individuals with relatives buried in the 

cemetery, the Locust Grove Cemetery Committee.  The Locust Grove Cemetery Committee 

cares for the grounds and has organized a yearly Memorial Day ceremony since at least 1920.  

For most of its history, the cemetery was surrounded by a residential neighborhood with a 

significant African-American population, a multiracial neighborhood known locally as Pumpkin 

Center.  However, starting in the 1920s, the African-American population of Shippensburg 

began declining as African-Americans left Shippensburg to finds jobs and greater opportunity in 

urban centers such as Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Harrisburg, and Baltimore. The growth of nearby 

Shippensburg University in the decades after World War Two also contributed to the 

                                                 
1
 The first official document mentioning the cemetery is a deed, Edward Simpson, esq. to Dr. William A. Simpson, 

Cumberland County Deed I-OO-205, (1829), Cumberland County Register of Deeds, Carlisle, Pennsylvania. The 

cemetery also appears on a trace map of the Shippen-Burd family holdings owned by the Shippensburg Historical 

Society. A map of the Shippen family quit-rent properties owned by Ed Rosenberry of Carlisle that has been dated 

to the 1790s also shows the cemetery.  Trace map of Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, Map Drawer, Archives Room, 

Shippensburg Historical Society.  The Historical Society also produced a copy of the map drawn by Joel Frelin, 

Early Plot Plan of Shippensburg (1972). Map Collections, Ezra Lehman Memorial Library, Shippensburg 

University, Shippensburg, Pennsylvania. 
2
 The Manuscript copy of the Original Deed of Edward Burd to People of Color of Shippensburg, 17 June 1842, 

sworn before Cumberland County Justice George McGinnis. Shippensburg Historical Society, Shippensburg, PA 
3
 Cumberland County Deed No.6903, John Hosfeld Et Ux to Locust Grove Cemetery Asso Et Al, dated February 22, 

1922, entered September 1, 1925, Cumberland County Recorder of Deeds Office, Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 
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transformation of the surrounding residential neighborhood into one increasingly dominated by 

high-density rental properties.
4
  These include apartment buildings, single-family homes divided 

into flats, and several fraternity houses constructed in 1996 on the nearby Sunbeam Court 

(Shippensburg University‘s unofficial ―fraternity row‖). With the changes to the surrounding 

neighborhood have come increased incidents of vandalism at the cemetery, break-ins to the 

cemetery‘s storage sheds, and the dumping of trash on the cemetery grounds.   

Additionally, the cemetery‘s old and fragile monuments have experienced problems 

caused by prolonged exposure to the elements, the natural breakdown of mortars, the rusting of 

iron support pins, and the shifting of foundations caused by moisture, frost and erosion. On May 

11, 2007, Robert Mosko, Head Conservator of Mosko Cemetery Monument Service, evaluated 

the condition of the tombstones in the cemetery.  He discovered that fully 88 of the cemetery‘s 

193 known markers required some degree of conservation work, with 44 conditions requiring the 

skills of a professional tombstone conservator.
5
  Most monuments required at least a basic 

cleaning in order to remove a damaging buildup of lichen and grime. 

  The purpose of this report is fourfold: (1) to provide a comprehensive documentary 

record of the historical resources of the Locust Grove Cemetery as of June 2007 in order to assist 

the Locust Grove Cemetery Committee in responding to new acts of vandalism and to provide a 

baseline for future preservation efforts, (2) to provide information on the historical development 

of the Locust Grove Cemetery to guide future preservation efforts and to promote the long-term 

preservation of the grounds with respect to maintaining the site‘s historical integrity, (3) to 

document all restoration work completed between May 2006 and July 2007 in order to assist 

future conservators, and  (4) to make the history and relevant historical documents readily 

accessible to students, teachers, and local residents to help them more fully appreciate the 

significance of this unique historical treasure in their midst. 

Dr. Steven Burg and students in the Shippensburg University Department of History 

began gathering information on the Locust Grove Cemetery in 2003, but the bulk of information 

contained in this report was collected between June 2006 and March 2007 by the research team 

composed of Dr. Steven Burg, Associate Professor of History; Charles Evans, a graduate student 

in the Applied History Master‘s program at Shippensburg University, and David Maher, an 

undergraduate History major at Shippensburg University with a concentration in Public History.   

  This report begins with an overview of the history and significance of the cemetery, 

followed by a brief description of the physical resources of the site, and an overview of 

restoration efforts to date. The last section of the report selected historical materials associated 

with the site, including property deeds and maps. The appendix also includes a copy of Robert 

Mosko‘s July 2006 conservator‘s report.  

While the research team working on this project attempted to be comprehensive in our 

approach to the cemetery, there are clearly areas that remain ripe for future research. We did not 

undertake any archeological research as part of this study though such methods could yield 

considerable information about both the lives of African-Americans who lived in the 

Shippensburg area as well as the historical African-American religious and funerary practices. 

                                                 
4
 For the history of Shippensburg University and its postwar growth, see John E. Hubley, Hilltop Heritage: 

Shippensburg State’s First Hundred Years, (Shippensburg, PA: Shippensburg State College, 1971), and James 

Coolsen, Shippensburg: State College to University, 1960-1996 (Shippensburg, Pa.: Shippensburg University Press, 

1998).  
5
 Robert Mosko, Cemetery Survey and Assessment Report: Locust Grove Cemetery, Shippensburg Pennsylvania, 

conducted May 11, 2006, report prepared July 5, 2006, unpublished report in possession of author. 
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The site of the Richard Baker A.M.E. Church might also yield rich insights into early African-

American society and religious practices. A survey of the cemetery with ground-penetrating 

radar would also be useful to help provide more information about the number and location of 

unmarked burials at the cemetery.  Likewise, we did not undertake an effort to identify all 

sunken or buried tombstones, something that could be done through systematic probing and 

targeted excavation. Finally, there is the job of collecting biographical information on the 

hundreds of individuals known to be buried in the cemetery in order to fully appreciate the rich 

mosaic of personalities and histories contained in this spot. Much more can be known about 

many of the individuals—particularly the Civil War veterans—than has previously been 

available. We were not able to do that, but the resources are readily available for someone 

willing to pursue that important undertaking. 
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HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE 

The Locust Grove Cemetery is an African-American burial ground located in 

Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, a small town located in the Cumberland Valley forty miles 

southwest of the Harrisburg and twenty-four miles north of the Maryland border. Scots-Irish 

settlers arrived in the Shippensburg area starting in the 1730s, making it the second oldest 

Pennsylvania community west of the Susquehanna River. Because those original European 

settlers brought the practice of slavery with them to Shippensburg and continued to hold slaves 

into the mid-nineteenth century, Shippensburg became home to one of the oldest continuous 

African-American communities in Central Pennsylvania. 
6
  

While those earliest African-American residents left behind no known written accounts, 

the burial ground they created more than two hundred years ago endures.  The tombstones, 

landscape, and land records associated with the cemetery provide a rich source of information for 

understanding the experiences of African Americans in one Central Pennsylvania town over two 

centuries.  As the anthropologist John Vlach has noted, African American developed distinct 

funeral rituals that carried over significant influence from West Africa and the Caribbean.
7
  Yet 

                                                 
6
 For a study of the early history of slavery in Pennsylvania and Cumberland County, see John Alosi, Shadow of 

Freedom: Slavery in Post-Revolutionary Cumberland County, 1780-1810 (Shippensburg, PA: Shippensburg 

University Press, 2001. For a study of the development of Shippensburg‘s African-American community in the 

nineteenth century, see Steven Burg, Black History of Shippensburg, 1860-1936 (Shippensburg, PA: Shippensburg 

University Press, 2005). 
7
 There is a fairly extensive literature on both the history and folklore of cemeteries and mourning practices in 

America. For African-American funerary customs, two classic works are John Vlach‘s chapter on ―Graveyard 

Decorations‖ in his book The Afro-American Tradition in Decorative Arts, (Cleveland: Cleveland Museum of Art, 

1978), 139-144, and James Deetz‘s study of the African-American burial ground at Parting Ways in Massachusetts, 

described in his book In Small Things Remembered: An Archeology of Early American Life, revised edition, (New 

York: Anchor Books, 1977, 1996), 187-211.  For more recent traditions, see Elaine Nichols, The Last Miles of the 

Way: African-American Homegoing Traditions 1890-Present (Columbia: South Carolina State Museum, Nichols, 

Elaine. 1989). Other recent works include Karla F. C. Holloway. Passed On: African American Mourning Stories, a 

Memorial. (Durham and London: Duke University Press, 2002) and Ross W. Jamieson, ―Material Culture and 

Death: African-American Burial Practices,‖ Historical Archeology 1995 29(4): 39-58, James C. Garman, ―Viewing 

the Color Line Through the Material Culture of Death,‖ Historical Archeology 1994 28(3) 74-93, and the National 

Park Service, African Reflections on the American Landscape: Identifying and Interpreting Africanism (National 



9 

 

little is known how such traditions have been expressed by Pennsylvania African Americans. 

Little has been published by historians on Pennsylvania‘s rural black cemeteries that are not 

historic preservation reports, archeological studies, or listings of names intended primarily for 

use by genealogist.
8
  A case study of the Locust Grove Cemetery that uses the material culture 

resources of the cemetery combined with archival sources thus provides a means to view the 

history of burial practices at that site and the historical development of a specific African-

American community in rural Pennsylvania.   

This study seeks to document the historical development of Shippensburg‘s Locust Grove 

Cemetery as a physical site and a cultural institution from its creation in the late eighteenth or 

early nineteenth century up to beginning of the twenty-first century.  An examination of the 

cemetery‘s history reveals the complex relationship between the African-American minority and 

the white majority, a relationship that was often unequal and discriminatory, but that also 

included numerous examples of white support for African-American institutions.  By exploring 

the chain of ownership of the land, the burial practices used at the site, the way the landscape has 

been maintained, and the commemorations of the dead over the years thus reflect a constant 

process of negotiation. African-Americans created independent spaces and institutions where 

they could freely express themselves and preserve their traditions, yet those autonomous 

institutions were often profoundly influenced both directly and indirectly by the actions and 

attitudes of members of the majority white society. The cemetery thus provides a useful lens for 

                                                                                                                                                             
Park Service, 2003) available at <http://www.cr.nps.gov/crdi/publications/African%20Reflections.htm> Access 

March 16, 2007. John Vlach, The Afro-American Tradition in Decorative Art,139-147. 
8
 The only known published works on a small-town Pennsylvania African-American cemetery is Betty Dorsey 

Myers‘s Segregation in Death: Gettysburg’s Lincoln Cemetery (Gettysburg, PA: Lincoln Cemetery Project 

Association, 2001).  Additionally, there are histories of several Pennsylvania cemeteries available on the internet, 

including postings on the website dedicated to Central Pennsylvania African-American history, Afrolumens.org 

<www.afrolumens.org> and links found on the African American Cemeteries Online site, 

<http://africanamericancemeteries.com/>.  

http://www.cr.nps.gov/crdi/publications/African%20Reflections.htm
http://www.afrolumens.org/
http://africanamericancemeteries.com/


10 

 

understanding both the history of African Americans in Central Pennsylvania, but also the 

changing face of race relations in Pennsylvania over more than two hundred years.  

 

The Origins of Shippensburg’s African-American Burial Ground (c.1781-1810) 

It is unlikely that we will ever know when the first black burial took place on the rocky 

hill that would become the Locust Grove Cemetery, but it probably occurred sometime at the 

middle or end of the eighteenth century to accommodate the growing number of African-

Americans being brought involuntarily to the region as slaves.   

Though Scots-Irish squatters began settling illegally in the Shippensburg area in the early 

1730s, the land officially opened to European settlement after the Penn family purchased it from 

the Iroquois in 1736. The following year, wealthy Philadelphia merchant and land speculator 

Edward Shippen bought 1,312 acres in the Cumberland Valley. While Shippensburg grew slowly 

in the 1740s and 1750s, its most rapid growth occurred after the resolution of the French and 

Indian War and Pontiac‘s Rebellion when hostilities with the Indians diminished. During the 

war, Edward Shippen‘s son-in-law James Burd surveyed and helped to construct a new road as 

part of the 1758 Forbes Expedition that sought to drive the French from western Pennsylvania. 

The Burd-Forbes road, which connected Carlisle, Pennsylvania to Fort Duquesne (Pittsburgh), 

passed through Shippensburg. The Burd-Forbes Road endured after the war, allowing 

Shippensburg to flourish as a crossroads town on one of the major thoroughfares linking the 

Pennsylvania frontier to the ports of Philadelphia and Baltimore.
9
 

                                                 
9
 For the early history of Shippensburg, see William H. Burkhart, The Shippensburg Story: 1730-1970 

(Shippensburg, PA: Shippensburg Historical Society, 1970), 1-20; and Conway Wing, History of Cumberland 

County, Pennsylvania (Philadelphia, PA: J.D. Scott, 1879; reprint, Salem, W.V. : Walsworth Pub. Co., 1982). 
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As Shippensburg grew, so did its population of African-American slaves. Slavery, which 

existed since the earliest days of the Commonwealth, spread to Shippensburg before the 

American Revolution.  Though no estimates exist of the Shippensburg area‘ s slave numbers pre-

1780, Pennsylvania‘s Gradual Emancipation Law, enacted March 1, 1780, prompted an 

accounting of all local slaves. Under that statute, all slaves born before the law‘s enactment 

remained slaves for life while all those born after its passage remained in bondage until their 

twenty-eighth birthday unless voluntarily manumitted by their owners. The law also stipulated 

that all slaveholders must register their slaves and their ages with their respective counties.
 10

  

Hopewell Township (which in 1780 encompassed Shippensburg) registered 47 slaves, a 

relatively small population, but one apparently large enough to warrant the establishment of a 

separate burial site for their dead.
11

 

Several local histories state that Shippensburg‘s original proprietor, Edward Shippen, 

deeded land to the black community for a cemetery sometime before his death in 1781. There are 

no extant written records to confirm that account.
12

 Moreover, Edward Shippen‘s grandson, 

Edward Shippen Burd, who held title to the cemetery grounds in 1842, testified at that time that 

―the black people in the Town of Shippensburg in the state of Pennsylvania have been in the 

habit of burying their dead in a certain piece of ground in said town without first obtaining any 

written grant there from the former proprietor or proprietors of said Town.‖
13

 When Edward 

                                                 
10

 Leroy Hopkins and Eric Ledell Smith, “African Americans in Pennsylvania‖ (online), Pennsylvania Historical 

and Museum Commission web site, <http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/ppet/africanamericans/page1.asp?secid=31>. 

(Accessed January 15, 2004); Ira V. Brown, The Negro in Pennsylvania History (University Park, PA: Pennsylvania 

Historical Association, 1970), 6-9.  
11

 John Alosi, Shadow of Freedom, Appendix C;  Burg, Black History of Shippensburg, 4. 
12

 The earliest known version of this story was published in the Shippensburg News in a story entitled, ―Repairs to a 

Church‖ published on February 13, 1886. According to William Burkhart, the Reverend Joseph Robinson told him 

in 1963 that he had seen a copy of the deed from Edward Shippen among the papers of the Baker family but that it 

had been lost in a fire. See Burkhart, The Shippensburg Story, 176. 
13

 Manuscript copy of the Original Deed of Edward Burd to People of Color of Shippensburg, 17 June 1842, sworn 

before Cumberland County Justice George McGinnis. Shippensburg Historical Society, Shippensburg, PA. 
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Shippen Burd referred to the ―former proprietors‖ [in the plural], he was almost certainly 

referring to the period after the original proprietor Edward Shippen‘s death in 1781 when his two 

cousins Edward and Joseph Shippen served as joint proprietors until their deaths in 1806 and 

1810 respectively.  By 1813, their nephew Joseph Burd (Edward Shippen, Sr.‘s grandson) sold a 

portion of his Dauphin County farm, purchased their holdings and moved to Shippensburg to 

become the town‘s new proprietor.
14

  Given this chronology, Edward Shippen Burd‘s 1842 

testimony suggests that the African-American burial ground dates at least to the dual-

proprietorship period of 1781 to 1810. No existing documentation has been located to pinpoint 

more precisely the burial ground‘s date of origin.  

The original site of the African-American burial ground mentioned by Edward Shippen 

Burd occupied a large lot that James Burd incorporated into his original survey of Shippensburg 

in 1749, a lot that the Shippen-Burd family eventually designated on their plot map as the 

―Negro Graveyard.‖ The features of the lot provide important information about the cemetery‘s 

early history. Notably, the lot that would become the African-American cemetery was larger, less 

regular, and oriented differently than the other 403 Shippensburg lots plotted by Burd in 1749. In 

contrast to the common lot dimensions used elsewhere in town by Burd of approximately 64 x 

260 feet (16,640 square feet or .38 acres), the cemetery lot‘s north and south borders were each 

                                                 
14

 Biographical information on the Shippens is drawn from Colonial and Revolutionary Families of Pennsylvania : 

Genealogical and Personal Memoirs (New York: Lewis Pub. Co., 1911) and the Shippen Family genealogy site at the 

<http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~marshall/esmd35.htm#id308> (Accessed March 13, 2007).  The history of the 

proprietors is compiled from a number of archival sources. While the land records detailing Joseph Burd‘s purchase 

of his holdings in Shippensburg have not been found, a letter from Joseph Burd to Mrs. Margaret Hubley, August 

13, 1813 discusses his intention to move to Shippensburg to manage his properties and states, ―I intend to sell off 

part of my farm [in Dauphin County, Pennsylvania] to pay for Shippensburg purchase.‖ Shippen-Burd Family 

Collection, Folder 19, Pennsylvania State Archives, Harrisburg.  The triennial tax rolls for Shippensburg, 

Cumberland County, also confirm the tenure of the proprietors. Edward and Joseph Shippen (as well as a John 

Shippen) are listed in the tax rolls for 1805. The only listing in the 1808 taxes was for the heirs of John Shippen. In 

1811, Edward Burd held $7000 of property, and then in 1814 taxes, Joseph Burd [spelled Bird in the tax rolls] held 

$7000 of property and no other Shippens or Burds were listed. Edward Burd [spelled Bird in the tax rolls] is first 

listed in the tax rolls of 1842 which were compiled in 1841. See Triennial Tax Rate volumes, 1802-1842, 

Cumberland County Historical Society, Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~marshall/esmd35.htm#id308
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approximately 130 feet long, its eastern border measured approximately 300 feet long and its 

western border was approximately 240 feet in length, resulting in a total area of 35,100 square 

feet (.8 acres) or more than twice the normal size of a lot. Additionally, the lot could be accessed 

only via an alley, making it the sole lot in James Burd‘s entire town plan that lacked frontage 

along a main street.  Another anomaly was that the access alley terminated at the lot rather than 

running along its border, a feature found nowhere else in Burd‘s design.
 15

  It remains unclear 

why Burd gave that lot its peculiar size, irregular borders, and limited access.  

 

                                                 
15
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The land that would become the cemetery was notable for its physical isolation and its 

slopping, rocky terrain, with limestone bedrock running just below the thin soil and often 

emerging from the surface.  And while a soil analysis suggests that the land was farmed for 

several years before the site became utilized as a cemetery, plowing likely accelerated the 

topsoil‘s erosion, rendering the land even rockier and less suitable for farming. Pockets of iron-

rich clay lie nestled between the veins of limestone, in some places only a few inches deep, in 

other over locations extending down more than six-feet.
16

 While the limited amount of soil made 

the plot difficult to cultivate, its features would make it more than adequate for a burial ground. 

This was particularly the case given the common eighteenth century practices, followed by both 

Europeans and Africans, of failing to mark all individual graves, of ―packing‖ burials closely 

together, and of reusing space by interring newly deceased persons in ground where others had 

been previously buried. Such practices allowed even the smallest spaces to accommodate nearly 

unlimited burials.
17

 

The burial ground was also situated on the periphery of the community in an area of town 

that drew little interest from prospective settlers. The lot was literally at the edge of the map 

James Burd drew in 1749 with nothing but blank space to the east and north of the lot.
18

 And 

although the land was only three blocks from the original town center at the intersection of King 

and Queen Streets, it was removed from the core of development that occurred along the east-

                                                 
16
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west route of King Street and south along the Baltimore Road (South Queen Street). Evidence of 

the land‘s low value can be found in the lot numbering system employed by the Shippen-Burd 

family. As local historian William Burkhart has noted, James Burd numbered the town‘s lots to 

reflect the likely pattern of development, with the lower numbers representing the areas most 

likely to attract buyers and the higher numbers representing the lots least likely to sell.
19

  Of the 

404 numbered Shippensburg lots available for purchase, those nearest the cemetery were 358, 

359, and 360.  Apparently, James Burd‘s ability to gauge the market for land proved accurate 

because by 1800 the Shippen-Burd family had been unable to find buyers for any of the 

neighboring lots.
20

   

The soil‘s unsuitability for farming and the lot‘s undesirable location during the early 

history of the town most likely explain why the proprietors made the land available to the 

African-American community as a burial ground.  The Shippen-Burd family probably saw little 

potential gain from the land and thus could allow it to be used for non-commercial purposes 

without incurring a significant financial loss. Yet, what may have been deemed marginally 

valuable to the town‘s proprietors likely proved to be of extraordinary importance to the evolving 

African-American community.  The slave population certainly lacked the financial resources to 

purchase even a small lot for a burial ground. Moreover, the factors that made the land 

undesirable to potential white buyers may have proved particularly attractive to the Afro-

American community.  The lot‘s relative isolation may have provided Shippensburg‘s African-

American residents with a welcomed degree of privacy.  In their own cemetery, they could 

assemble and bury their dead out of view of the dominant white community. For individuals who 

were enslaved or only recently freed, the land represented a space of enormous spiritual and 

                                                 
19

 Matt Miller with Bill Burkhart, Olde Shippensburg (Shippensburg, PA.: Shippensburg University Press, 1987), 4. 
20

 Paul Barner, ―Shippensburg Township in 1800: A Portrait.‖  Unpublished Master‘s Thesis, Ezra Lehman Library, 

Shippensburg, Pennsylvania,1987, 88. 



16 

 

cultural significance—a plot of ground that they controlled and where they could ensure their 

loved ones were properly laid to rest.  

  One other factor may also have influenced the designation of that particular parcel as the 

community‘s slave burial ground.
21

 Nearby at lots no.3 and 4 (today 427-435 East King Street), 

lived Francis Campbell (also spelled Campble), a close associate of Edward Shippen and a man 

who became the community‘s first merchant soon after his arrival in 1737.  He was also one of 

the valley‘s largest slave holders. At the time of his death in 1792, Campbell‘s estate inventory 

showed that he owned six slaves, a husband and wife Hall and Fanny and four children—eight 

year-old David, five year-old Agnus, three year-old Nell, and an unnamed ―breast infant.‖
 22

  

Subsequently, his son Francis Campbell Jr. inherited Nell from his father and came into 

possession of at least four other slaves before his death in 1808. As the slaves gained their 

freedom, they continued to live in the Campbell household.  According to the United States 

Census of 1800, Francis Campbell Jr.‘s household of included seven African-Americans: six free 

blacks and one slave.
23

  The slaves and free blacks likely lived in a small building located at the 

far northwest corner of the King Street lots, a small, one-room single family dwelling that 

continued to stand into the second half of the twentieth century (formerly 427 ½ East King 

Street, but no longer standing).
24

 It is interesting to note that this concentration of slaves and free 

black persons—comprising almost one-sixth of the Shippensburg‘s free black population in 
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1800, resided only about 500 feet from the site of the so-called ―Negro Cemetery.‖
25

 Could that 

group of enslaved and free African-Americans have buried their dead on the lot behind their 

quarters and thus established the rocky hill as their own patch of sacred ground?  While the slave 

quarter‘s proximity to the site certainly presents a possibility as to why the cemetery developed 

at that particular location, it remains an unsubstantiated hypothesis. 

During Joseph Burd‘s tenure as Shippensburg proprietor from 1813-1834, the cemetery‘s 

boundaries changed dramatically. Sometime between 1813 and 1829, Joseph Burd sub-divided 

the large, irregular lot that had originally constituted the ―Negro Graveyard‖ and sold off the 

western portions of the land to Dr. John Simpson.
 26

 After John Simpson‘s death, the land was 

purchased by Edward Simpson in 1829.  The 1829 deed registered with Cumberland County (the 

oldest known written reference to the cemetery) noted that the parcel was bounded by ―a Lot 

occupied as a burying ground for people of colour.‖
27

  The lands separated from the original 

―Negro Graveyard‖ lot totaled 26,780 square feet (.61 acres) or fully three-quarters of the 35,100 

square feet (.8 acres) of land that had originally comprised the cemetery.  All that remained of 

the initial plot was a 130‘ x 64‘ square lot at the hilltop containing approximately 8,320 square 

feet (.19 acres). However, sometime before 1834, Joseph Burd also began renting 

Shippensburg‘s African-American residents another piece of land--the contiguous .19 acre 

square plot located directly west of the cemetery along North Queen Street.  Those two lots, 

comprising approximately .38 acres, would define the cemetery‘s boundaries for the next one-

hundred years.  
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Rise of a Free Community: Shippensburg’s First African-American Church 

At the front of the new double-lot rented from Joseph Burd, only a few yards from North 

Queen Street, the African-American community constructed Shippensburg‘s first independent 

African-American church.  At the first Annual Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal 

(A.M.E.) Church held in Baltimore in 1817, Shippensburg was identified as one of the 

―preaching places‖ in the Harrisburg area that had been visited by Reverend Daniel Coker and 

that were part of the A.M.E. Church‘s Harrisburg circuit.  The A.M.E. Church had only been 

founded during the previous year, 1816, as a religious organization dedicated to establishing 

independent African-American churches where congregants could achieve leadership roles and 

worship free from discrimination.  Shippensburg was thus a relatively early participant in the 

emerging A.M.E. movement.
28

  

Initially Reverend David Smith, a former slave from Baltimore, and his associate the 

Reverend Shadrack Bassett assumed responsibility for the Harrisburg circuit, and as Smith 

would later write, ―We traveled this circuit afoot, and had our appointments arranged for every 

two weeks. Great revivals followed from point to point. ‗The people were willing in the day of 

God's power.‘ Scores were brought into the Church by our humble efforts.‖
29

  Other traveling 

A.M.E. preachers made their way to Shippenburg.   An early account of the Shippensburg 

A.M.E. congregation is contained in the writings of Jarena Lee, the A.M.E. Church‘s first female 
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preacher, who visited Shippensburg in 1825. Her visit was part of a larger Pennsylvania tour that 

also included stops in Harrisburg, Carlisle, and Chambersburg.  She described her experience in 

Shippensburg this way: 

There was great success at this place; fifteen joined the Church; some of the most hardened 

sinners became serious and reformed. I was astonished at the wonderful operations of the Spirit, 

and the immense congregations. At the first sermon the house was crowded, and I had the good 

attention of the people. A man came into the house intoxicated, and offered to interrupt by 

speaking, but a gentleman put him out so quietly that it had no effect upon the meeting.
30

 

It is unclear whether or not these events took place in the church on North Queen Street or in 

another church in town. However, it is notable that Lee mentioned the ―immense congregations‖ 

in Shippensburg, compared with the ―small body of members‖ she had worked with in 

neighboring Carlisle.
31

  

As part of its organizing efforts, the African Methodist Episcopal Church sought to assist 

local congregations with the construction of church buildings.  As David Smith later recalled, 

―The white as well as the colored people were so much taken up with us that they would 

contribute very liberally to the support of colored churches.‖ 
32

 The Reverend Daniel Croker 

systematically cultivated white financial assistance by approaching wealthy white individuals 

and requesting that they serve as trustees to the A.M.E. churches in their communities.  Building 

on Croker‘s work, David Smith worked with local communities and philanthropists on his circuit 

to ―buy lots and build churches, which I did there very successfully, and soon were seen the 

temples of God lifting their towering heads nearly all over the circuit.‖
33

  The precise date when 
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the Shippensburg A.M.E. church building opened is not known, but by 1834, the local 

congregation had erected its own church building on the land rented from Joseph Burd.
34

  

Shippensburg‘s inclusion as part of the early A.M.E. circuit and its ability to support an 

independent church reflected the growth of a significant free African-American community in 

the area by the early nineteenth century. In 1800, the United States Census recorded that free 

blacks in Shippensburg numbered more than twice the population of slaves, 37 free blacks to 17 

slaves.
35

  By 1820, the African-American population of Shippensburg Borough and Township 

had grown to 85, with 82 free people and only three slaves.
36

 In 1830, the free black community 

had expanded to 103 individuals, while only a single slave resided in Shippensburg (the 1840 

United States Census listed two slaves in Shippensburg—the last official record of slavery in the 

borough).
37

  The growth of the free African-American population stemmed from not only natural 

births but also a steady influx of freed slaves from the upper-South.  Shippensburg, like other 

Pennsylvania border communities, benefitted from Virginia‘s 1806 law that required 

emancipated slaves to leave the state within twelve months or face re-enslavement.
38

   Given its 

location just north of the Mason-Dixon Line and along the natural corridor of the Cumberland 
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Valley and a given its emerging African-American community, Shippensburg became a logical 

destinations for freed slaves.
39

  The growing population helped provide additional resources for 

institutions like African-American churches which in turn made the community even more 

inviting to prospective migrants.  

Shippensburg‘s expanding African-American community became linked through the 

A.M.E. Church to both a regional and a national network of people and ideas.  The establishment 

of the Harrisburg circuit (later based in Fredericktown [later renamed Frederick], Maryland) 

meant that the communities of Fredericktown, Hagerstown, Greencastle, Chambersburg, 

Carlisle, and Harrisburg were in regular contact with one another through their shared, itinerant 

minister.
40

  Those circuit riders and itinerant preachers further connected the communities of 

Central Pennsylvania and western Maryland to a national movement and the large urban 

congregations of Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, Boston and New York City.   

Politically, the A.M.E. Church linked Shippensburg to one of the most powerful networks 

of anti-slavery activism in the antebellum North. Preachers like Jarena Lee actively spoke out 

against the evils of slavery, which she labeled ―that wretched system that eminated from the 

bottomless pit, [and] is one of the greatest curses to any Nation‖ and which she predicted would 

result in the ―lowering Judgments of God to be let loose upon the Nation and Slavery.‖ 
41

  At its 

yearly conferences, the A.M.E. church regularly endorsed motions opposing slavery, and many 

A.M.E. churches assumed an active role in both the anti-slavery movement and the Underground 

Railroad.
42

  While Shippensburg A.M.E. congregation‘s relationship to the antislavery 

                                                 
39

 The birthplaces of African-Americans can be viewed by scanning the United States Manuscript Census of 1860, 

accessed from HeritageQuest Online, <http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/.> (Accessed March 13, 2007). 
40

 Daniel Alexander Payne, History of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, (Nashville, Tenn.: 

Publishing House of the A. M. E. Sunday School Union, 1891), p.42. 
41

 Ibid, 63. 
42

 Richard Wright, Centennial Encyclopaedia of the African Methodist Episcopal Church Containing Principally the 

Biographies of the Men and Women, Both Ministers and Laymen, Whose Labors during a Hundred Years, Helped 

http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/


22 

 

movement is not known, it is significant that Underground Railroad activity has been 

documented in connection with both Harrisburg‘s Wesley Union A.M.E. church and in 

Chambersburg to the south.  Both communities were part of the same church circuit as 

Shippensburg and would have been served by the same ministers. Moreover, as part of the chain 

of A.M.E. churches running from Frederick and Hagerstown to Harrisburg, and as a vital 

African-American community situated on the primary road and rail links up the Cumberland 

Valley, these circumstances strengthen the possibility that Shippensburg‘s A.M.E. congregation 

may have been involved with the Underground Railroad.  Whatever its precise role may have 

been, the African-Americans involved with the A.M.E. church became part of a much larger 

national movement for African-American freedom and civil rights.  

The tombstones erected in Shippensburg‘s African-American burial ground in the late 

nineteenth century confirm the strong influence that Christianity played in the lives of the area‘s 

African-American residents.  While the inscriptions on most tombstones consisted of names, 

birth and death dates, family relationships, and military service data, a handful included short 

poems or phrases.  Most of these were drawn from scripture, and overwhelmingly from Old 

Testament sources. Hannah Baker‘s epitaph speaks to a strong devotion to Jesus Christ and the 

importance of religion as a support in troubled times: ―Lord though hast been our refuge from 

one generation to another,‖ a quote from Psalm 90.  Some inscriptions emphasized the faith of 

the departed, such as the partially legible tombstone of Ellen R. Davis Barnes that read, ―In thee, 

O Lord have I…,‖ an epitaph that probably concluded with the phrase ― taken refuge‖ from 
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Psalm 71 or ― put my trust‖ from Psalm 31.  Others described a vision of the redemption that lay 

beyond death.  The simple epitaph, ―Asleep in Jesus,‖ adorned Benjamin Rinker‘s marker. The 

tombstone of Richard Green, who died in 1885, read, ―Gathered in good old age to the assembly 

of the righteous,‖ a phrase based on Genesis 25:7 that described the patriarch Abraham‘s death.  

Jesse Wilson‘s tombstone emphasized the glory of resurrection that followed death, with a 

tombstone inscription, ―He died in the triumph of faith.‖ Eliza Jones Deadford‘s tombstone 

carried the words to a popular hymn, ―Soon shall we meet again/Meet ne‘er to sever/ Soon will 

peace uncoil her chain/ Round us forever.‖
43

  That loving testament from her family also 

underscored their belief in holy resurrection.  Given the additional financial cost required to have 

such sentiments inscribed in stone, such epitaphs provide fleeting insights into how the 

experience of death dovetailed with the religious views of some members of Shippensburg‘s 

African-American community. 

Although the church and cemetery were well-established by the 1820s, Shippensburg 

proprietor Joseph Burd continued to own the land where the church stood and to lease it for 

$20.00 a year.  According to his nephew, Edward Shippen Burd, Joseph Burd desired to transfer 

the land to the African-American community, but did not do so because ―the black people are not 

a Corporate Body for any purpose as Congregation or otherwise so as to enable them to receive a 

Deed for said Lot.‖
 44

 The latter continued renting the land until his death in 1834.  At Joseph 

Burd death, his will instructed his executors to sell off all his real estate holdings.
45

 Seven years 

after Burd‘s death, his estate was finally settled and his nephew Edward Shippen Burd took 
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control of his Shippensburg holdings, including the African-American cemetery and church 

lots.
46

  

Edward Shippen Burd, a wealthy Philadelphia lawyer, philanthropist, and financial 

contributor to the Pennsylvania Abolition Society, opted to fulfill his uncle‘s desire to grant the 

land to Shippensburg‘s black residents and to formalize the cemetery‘s legal status.
47

  To avoid 

having to designate a specific individual or organization as the property‘s owner, Burd 

transferred legal title to all the African-American residents of Shippensburg in the form of a 

perpetual lease.
48

 Accordingly, on June 17, 1842, he legally transferred the grounds of the 

cemetery forever to ―the black people of Shippensburg.‖
49

  The document states: 

Now be it known to all people whom it May Concern that I said Edward Burd hereby 

agrees and binds himself his Heirs and Assigns forever to Leave undisturbed said piece of 

ground for the Consideration of twenty cents a year and yearly forever which is to be and 

for the purpose of erecting a place of worship and Burying the Dead of the black people 

of Shippensburg and for no other purpose whatever. Said piece of ground is described as 

follows, viz.-it is the same piece of ground that has been Lately fenced in for a grave yard 

for and by the Black people and is bounded as the fence around it now runs being about 

one third of an Acre. viz. Eastward by an Alley Northward by land Lately granted by 

Joseph Burd to Doc John Simpson Westwardly by a public road and Southwardly by Lot 

No. Three Hundred and Sixty.  Said Black people are not to exceed their limits 

mentioned and intended by this Instrument the said place of Worship so to be erected and 

said burying place to be forever for this use of the people of Colour of the Town of 

Shippensburg.‖
50
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The deed proved important on several counts.  It established in perpetuity the legal title to the 

cemetery land for Shippensburg‘s African-American residents. The church and cemetery land 

belonged to all African Americans collectively, rather than to any single individual or 

organization. And though the deed did specify a yearly rent of twenty cents, that sum was trivial 

even in 1840 particularly in comparison to the yearly $20.00 rent paid under Joseph Burd (in 

2007 dollars, 20¢ = $4.24 and $20.00 = $424.00).
51

 Twenty cents surely represented only a token 

gesture to satisfy the legal requirements for a lease, and Edward Shippen Burd, it appears, made 

no attempt to collect the monies as he made no mention of it anywhere in his 1840s rental 

account books.
52

  But more importantly, the deed conveyed the African-American community 

ownership to the land where their house of worship and burial ground were to stand--forever.  

For the first time, the African-American community fully owned and controlled both their church 

and their burial ground. 

Their original church building was a log structure located along North Queen Street. 

Sometime around 1850 this log church was torn down and a ―commodious brick edifice‖ was 

erected in its place.
53

  The brick church, which sat approximately ten feet east of North Queen 

Street, consisted of a single 25 x 35 foot room which was oriented with its longer side parallel to 

the street.   Although the church is no longer standing, its original location can be approximated 

by the position of the tombstones of the church‘s original leader and his wife, Richard and 

Hannah Baker, who were buried along the church‘s easterly wall. The church was accessed via a 
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door located in the center of the building‘s east side, and a small footpath path that ran from the 

northeast corner of the building to the doorway.
54

  

 

Stories published in the Shippensburg News in 1868 and 1886 described how the 

congregation undertook repairs to the church and demonstrate the ongoing support the black 

church received from the town‘s white community.  The 1868 account noted that ―the colored 

brethren ‗on the hill‘ are soliciting donations for some necessary repairs to their church 

edifice.‖
55

  Though the writer did not specify the exact nature of those repairs, the Shippensburg 

white residents contributed generously to assist the church and that it appeared likely that the 

needed repairs would be completed.  In 1886, the congregation completed ―repairs to the 

auditorium‖ that rendered ―the surroundings fresh, bright, and cheerful.‖
56

 The congregation also 

commemorated the endeavor by rededicating the church as the Richard Baker A.M.E. Church 
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after their former ―church father‖ who had died in 1879.  Baker‘s two sons, Edward and James, 

assumed the congregation‘s ministry after their father‘s death. 
57

  

Despite a declining membership and increased competition in the second half of the 

nineteenth century, the Richard Baker church endured into the early twentieth century. An 

African-American Baptist church opened in Shippensburg Borough around 1870 atop a rocky 

outcrop called Bull‘s Eye Rock on West King Street.  The Richard Baker church also split 

sometime before 1878 when the membership experienced a generational rift.  Many of the 

younger members exited the church and acquired the old Methodist Episcopal church at 205 East 

Orange Street that would become the Mt. Pisgah A.M.E. Zion Church (it ceased operation in 

2005).
58

 By the mid-1880s the Richard Baker church was struggling, with one observer noting 

that ―the membership at the present is not numerically very strong, but they are zealous and 

warmly attached to the old altar stones where they first made a profession of faith.‖
59

 A third 

A.M.E. church, St. Peter‘s A.M.E. Church, was erected on South Penn Street in 1892, providing 

yet another alternative for African-Americans.
60

  

The congregation‘s struggles were compounded by the loss of its key leaders during the 

late 1890s.  Matriarch Hannah Baker died in 1896 at the age of 95, and the congregation‘s 

minister, her son Edward Baker, died in 1899 at the age of 48.  His brother James, who also 

served as a minister for the church had died in 1882 at age 34.  The church still existed in 1904, 

but by 1910 a Sanborn insurance map indicated that it was ―Old & vac.‖ (i.e.: old and vacant). 

By 1921 no trace of the Richard Baker A.M.E. building remained.
61

  Though the church building 
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is gone, a thirty-five foot space remains between the sidewalk and the first row of tombstones 

(including those of Richard and Hannah Baker) at the southeast corner of the cemetery along 

North Queen Street, continuing to mark where the church once stood.  

           

 

 

While the A.M.E. church located on North Queen Street languished in the decades before 

and after 1900, the African-American cemetery experienced increased use.  Part of this 

development can be attributed to the continuing growth of the local African-American 

population in the decades before and after the Civil War.  The African-American population in 

the Shippensburg area doubled from 119 in 1850 to 241 in 1870, and grew from 6.8% of 

Shippensburg‘s total population to nearly 10%.
62

  This mid-century rise in population stemmed 

from the arrival of many adult former slaves from the upper South, a trend that skewed the age 

distribution of the African-American community and that resulted in a surge of deaths and 

burials by the century‘s end.  The increased demand for plots combined with changing funerary 

customs meant that the cemetery faced a far different fate than the A.M.E. church—overuse 

rather abandonment.  Increasing numbers of burials combined with a new desire for individual, 

unique burial plots threatened to exhaust the site‘s limited available land.  
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The left 1904 Sanborn Map shows a building at the front of the lot marked ―Richard Baker 

A.M.E. Church.‖ The middle map from 1910 shows the building ―Old & vac.‖ The building 

is no longer present in the 1929 map (right).  The cemetery lot is marked ―Vacant Fields.‖ 
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The burying ground‘s oldest extant marker dates from 1869—fully twenty-seven years 

after Edward Shippen Burd deeded the property to the black community, forty years after the 

cemetery‘s initial mention in a Cumberland County deed, and at least seventy years more than 

the first notation of the cemetery on a Shippensburg map.
63

  The absence of earlier markers 

requires explanation. While it is certainly possible that earlier markers may have sunken or been 

removed, it also is likely that the African-American community preferred to mark its graves with 

temporary or ephemeral markers rather than professionally carved stones. Anthropologist John 

Vlach‘s research on African-American burial customs discovered that African-American graves 

are frequently marked in ways influenced by African customs that are unfamiliar to outside 

observers who are only familiar with European-influenced burial traditions.  In fact, African-

influenced methods are often not even discernable by outsiders as grave symbols.
64

 While 

wooden markers or their absence could reflect African Americans‘ limited economic means, the 

practices also were a continuation of African burial customs that emphasized temporary markers 

and grave offerings of commonplace personal objects. As noted in the Chicora Foundation‘s 

Grave Matters: the Preservation of African-American Cemeteries, African-American ―[g]raves 

were marked in a variety of ways besides wood or stone slabs,‖ including the placement of 

wooden staffs, cedar or yucca plants, iron pipes, or ―any other convenient object.‖
65

  

Additionally, offerings of such items as pebbles, seashells, pottery, glass, medicine bottles, 

spoons, coins, cigar boxes, flower pots and other personal belongings of the deceased would be 
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used to adorn a burial site.
66

  Such ephemeral grave markings carried powerful significance as 

gifts to the spirits of the dead that could please them and allow them to rest.  Accordingly, the 

absence of carved stone markers until 1869 may reflect the perpetuation of African-influenced 

cultural practices in Shippensburg, traditions that were distinct from those practiced by the 

majority white society. 

By the close of the nineteenth century, the number of professionally produced grave 

markers rose dramatically, suggesting significant changes in the burial customs of the African-

American population.  The community seemed to be moving away from the tradition of 

unmarked or temporarily-marked graves towards the ideal of permanent headstones and 

individual plots.
67

  This change emerged several decades earlier, by the late eighteenth and early 

nineteenth centuries, among whites who began placing a greater emphasis on the importance of 

the individual and expressing a stronger desire to have their identities preserved after death.  As 

these new ideas about death grew dominant among white Americans, they may have 

simultaneously altered African-American attitudes and practices. The increasing use of 

monuments would have been possible as a result of the rising prosperity of the African-American 

community as more people gained access to the disposable income needed to commission 

professionally crafted tombstones.
68

  Stone markers became more affordable due to improved 
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stone-cutting technology and mass production.
69

  After 1900, unmarked or temporarily marked 

graves would continue but would never again be the dominant pattern. 

Decade of Burial Number of Extant 

Markers
70

 

Other Known Burials 

(no headstones) 

Total Known 

Burials 

1861-1870 2 n/a 2 

1871-1880 3 n/a 3 

1881-1890 10 n/a 10 

1891-1900 12 19 31 

1901-1910 8 5 13 

1911-1920 16 9 25 

1921-1930 0 1 1 

Unknown 5 3 8 

Total 56 36 93 

Table 1. Decade of burial as indicated by the death date on standing tombstones in the 

North Queen Street section of the Locust Grove Cemetery.   

 

Even as it became more common for graves to be adorned with professionally-carved 

tombstones, not all members of the African-American community would have their graves 

marked in this way.  For example, the number of men memorialized with headstones exceeded 

the number of women with markers by a ratio of three-to-one. Of the fifty-one standing 

headstones with legible inscriptions made before 1922, thirteen belong to women (26%) and 

thirty-eight to men (74%).  Based on the 1900 United States Census, the Shippensburg Borough 
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did have a skewed female-male ratio approximately of two women for every three men (43% to 

57%),
71

 and while that ratio might partially explain the pattern, it does not fully account for the 

discrepancy in the male-female marker distribution. The more significant factor seems to be an 

individual‘s military service, because more than half of the men with tombstones were Civil War 

veterans (21 of 38, or 55%), and fully 41% of all marked graves in the North Queen Street 

section of the cemetery (21 out of 51) belonged to such veterans.   

 

The extraordinarily high percentage of marked graves commemorating Civil War 

veterans underscores the high concentration of former soldiers in Shippensburg‘s late-nineteenth 

and early twentieth-century African-American community.  More than two-thirds of the Civil 

War veterans buried in the Locust Grove Cemetery had migrated to Shippensburg from other 

places, resulting in a larger number of such veterans than one would be expected given the size 
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of the native-born African-American population in area. Of the twenty-one veterans buried in the 

North Queen Street section, only eight were born and raised in Shippensburg: Cyrus Bushrod, 

George Landey, Joseph Rideout, Joseph Robinson, Daniel Wright, Samuel Wright, and the 

brothers James and John Shirk (their brother Casper Shirk also enlisted and died in service but 

was buried in Louisiana).  Most of the other thirteen were born into slavery and they either 

gained their freedom or escaped north before or during the Civil War.
72

  Three  of the men, the 

Shirks and Henry Galloway, enlisted with the 54th and 55th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry.  

Sixteen served with United States Colored Troop regiments raised in Pennsylvania, including the 

3rd, 22nd, 24th, 25th, 32nd, 43rd, 45th and 127th US Colored Infantry Regiments. Samuel Cotton had 

been born in North Carolina and served with the 2nd United States Colored Cavalry Regiment 

organized at Fort Monroe, Virginia, then came to Shippensburg after the war.  A few men, such 

as Henry Galloway, settled in Shippensburg following the war.  He and the others probably 

followed home comrades they had met in service.
73

  Despite their varied origins and disparate 

paths, these veterans made their way to Shippensburg and found their final resting place in the 

African-American cemetery. 
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As part of the generous array of benefits awarded to Union veterans, both the United 

States government and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania established programs to ensure that 

former soldiers and sailors received suitable burials regardless of their economic means. Starting 

in 1879, Congress authorized the Secretary of War ―to erect headstones over the graves of 

soldiers who served in the Regular or Volunteer Army of the United States during the war for the 

Union, and who have been buried in private village or city cemeteries, in the same manner as 

provided by the law of March third, eighteen hundred and seventy-three, for those interred in 

national military cemeteries....‖
74

  To receive the marker, veterans or their families applied to the 

Cemetery Branch of the Quartermaster General‘s office which would then provide official 

military headstones identical to those placed on the graves of fallen soldiers in federal 

cemeteries.
 75

  While all of the Shippensburg African-American Civil War veterans would have 

qualified for that program, none chose to utilize this benefit.
76

 A later law enacted in 1885 by the 

Pennsylvania General Assembly required each county‘s commissioners to appoint individuals in 

every township and ward who would ―look after, bury and provide a headstone for the body of 

any honorably discharged soldier, sailor, or marine who served in the army or navy of the United 

States during the late rebellion‖ and who had ―insufficient means to defray the necessary burial 

expenses.‖
77

  The lawmakers specified that the headstones should display the name of the 
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individual and the unit in which they served, but no other specifications were given other than 

that they should be ―of such material and design as they [the county commissioners] deem 

suitable‖ and that a stone‘s cost should not exceed fifteen dollars.
78

  Of the veterans who died 

after 1885, it appears that most availed themselves of this program.  These veterans‘ markers are 

similar in style and appearance, all consisting of white or gray-white die-on-base markers with 

tops curved and a bas-relief flag carved above the soldier‘s name. Each measured approximately 

fourteen inches wide and four inches thick and rested on a separate, rectangular solid-marble 

base.  The absence of standard dimension is most evident in the markers‘ heights, which range 

from twenty-four to thirty-two inches.
79

 It is unclear why the Shippensburg Civil War veterans 

chose to tap the local rather than the federal program, though it is likely that the presence of a 

local official charged with providing tombstones to veterans made the former process easier for 

needy families to access.
80

  The government award of a marble headstone provided beneficiaries 

with a memorial larger and more substantial than what many families would have been able to 

purchase on their own. 
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The graves of four of the veterans buried in North Queen Street Cemetery bear 

tombstones are a different style than the sixteen county-issued markers. The graves of four Civil 

War veterans, Daniel Wright, Wilson Carmichael, Joseph Stephenson, and J.E. Holliday bear 

tablet markers that were significantly smaller than the later county markers and that lacked a 

separate marble base.  For example, Shippensburg‘s first veteran to die after the war was Daniel 

Wright in 1878. He died before either of the government tombstone program had been enacted. 

Nevertheless, his grave bears a marble tombstone with the inscription ―Sgt Danl Wright, Co. A, 

24
th 

 Regt U. S. C. Inf.‖  Whereas the county-issued markers that stood approximately twenty 

inches high with an eight to ten inch base for additional height, Daniel Wright‘s tombstone was a 

tablet-style one placed directly in the ground and which rose sixteen inches from the earth—

making it almost one-half the height of the government-issued stones.  Additionally, it was four 

inches less wide, two inches less thick, and inscribed with shallower carving.  The stone was 

more fragile and its inscription proved less capable of withstanding weather.  Today, the 

inscription on Daniel Wright‘s marker is almost gone while the carving on the sixteen later, 

government-provided markers remains clear and legible.  While Carmichael‘s death date is 

Civil War veteran Robert Green‘s tombstone in the Locust Grove 

Cemetery (left). Compare with Charles Henderson‘s federal-style 

Civil War tombstone located in the Midland Cemetery, Steelton, PA 

(right). Note the shield and raised lettering on Henderson‘s marker.  
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unknown, Stephenson‘s died in 1872 and Holliday died in 1881, both before the Pennsylvania 

law had been enacted in 1885.  The four stones are uniform in size and design, suggesting that 

they may have come from a common source, though that source is not known.  Perhaps they 

were stones issued retroactively by the county to mark the graves of veterans who died before the 

law was enacted, or perhaps they were a project of a veterans‘ organization such as the Grand 

Army of the Republic.  Yet even these smaller stones placed the veterans among a privileged 

group whose graves were marked with permanent, professionally-carved headstones.  

 

 

In addition to the veterans‘ gravesites, it appears that many of the other burials marked 

with tombstones represented the elite of the black community.  The three known ministers of the 

Richard Baker A.M.E. Church and Richard Baker‘s wife all have headstones, as does Henry 

Johnston who was the Worshipful Master of the local black Masonic chapter, Lincoln Lodge 

no.38.
81

  Ellen R. Davis Barnes, the wife of George Barnes Sr., Shippensburg‘s most successful 

barber and the town‘s wealthiest African-American, also have marked graves.  At least three of 

the thirteen women with marked graves, Sarah Jane Rhodes Carter, Louisa Watson Wright, and 

Mary Smith, were wives of Civil War soldiers and thus by law were also eligible for free 

government-issued tombstones. 
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Veteran Daniel Wright‘s 

smaller, tablet –style 

headstone. 
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While it appears that veterans, the spouses of veterans, and the African-American 

community‘s elite had the highest likelihood of permanent markers on their graves, children 

seem to be the group least likely to have had their resting places marked.  Of the thirty-six 

known individuals who were buried in the cemetery between 1893 and 1919 and whose graves 

lacked markers, six were children less than one year of age.
82

  It is notable that in the entire 

North Queen Street section, only three markers indicated the burial places of children: those of 

one-month-old infant Rebecca Gross (1893), the unnamed infant daughter of Harry and Ella 

Gross (1892), and an illegible hand-carved child‘s tombstone bearing an image of a lamb.  Given 

the high infant mortality rate and frequency of childhood deaths from accidents and disease,
83

 the 

fact that children‘s markers are often smaller and thus most easily stolen or lost in the ground 

and the strong possibility that African-American families chose to mark these graves in 

alternative ways, it goes almost without saying that the proportion of children with marked 

graves does not accurately reflect their representation in the cemetery. 

Although the marking of graves was neither universal nor an option available to or 

desired by all African-American community members, marked graves increasingly became the 

norm. Accompanying this new preference for permanent grave markers there emerged a new 

way of viewing the relationship of the deceased to the land where they lay.  As John Deetz has 

noted, eighteenth-century Europeans and Africans regarded a burial ground as ―a finite space that 

could hold all the deceased . . . regardless of how congested the space became.‖
84

  By contrast, 

the utilization of stone headstones emerged in conjunction with distinct plots reserved in 
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perpetuity for a single person, and thus rejected the concept of the communal burial ground.  

Additionally, reformers concerned about urbanization and contagious disease worried that 

disturbing older graves released miasmas that could imperil public health.  The demand for 

undisturbed, individual plots eliminated the possibility of reusing ground for multiple burials and 

required cemeteries to acquire much larger expanses of land.  While the one-third of an acre 

available to the Shippensburg African-American cemetery after 1842 could have lasted 

indefinitely in conjunction with the traditional burial practices, the small plot of rocky soil that 

had served the Shippensburg African-American community for 100 years proved insufficient to 

meet the new demand for individualized private spaces by the early twentieth century.   

Accordingly, the cemetery grounds expanded north onto the adjoining vacant lot, but even that 

space proved insufficient to meet the demand. 

The last North Queen Street Cemetery burials took place in 1920-1921.  Samuel Wright, 

described by the local News-Chronicle as ―a highly respected colored citizen of Shippensburg‖ 

and ―about the oldest resident of Shippensburg,‖ became last Civil War veteran to buried in the 

old cemetery. On Sunday, November 7, 1920, four days after his death, he was laid to rest 

following a funeral at his home.  Reflecting Wright‘s status as a founding member of 

Shippensburg Prince Hall Masons, Lincoln Lodge #38, and his fifty-two years of service as the 

Vigilant Hose Company‘s janitor, he received the unusual honor of having the fire company and 

the town‘s Masons turned out for his last rites.
85

  After Wright, the last person buried in the 

North Queen Street the appears to have been the fifteen-year old Anna May Robinson, the 
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daughter of Reverend Joseph Robinson.  She died and was buried in an unmarked grave in the 

cemetery following an appendicitis operation at the Harrisburg Hospital on December 2, 1922.
86

   

According to historian William Burkhart, the cemetery committee opted to close the 

cemetery in the early 1920s because the large number of unmarked graves had made it difficult 

to identify vacant space on the grounds.  This suggests that by the early twentieth century the 

modern view of individualized plots had fully taken hold.
87

  It may also be significant that the 

committee‘s decision came after the death of Samuel Wright who had served for many years as 

the Richard Baker A.M.E. Church‘s sexton and grave-digger.  With Wright‘s death, the 

knowledge of the location and identity of individuals buried in unmarked graves may have been 

lost.
88

  Whatever the reason, the North Queen Street section was permanently closed to new 

internments and the Locust Grove Cemetery Association initiated the process of acquiring a new 

piece of land to serve the needs of the African-American community. 

After 1922, the older North Queen Street section was allowed to go fallow.  Once or 

twice a year—particularly for Memorial Day
89

--the men of the African-American community 

would gather to mow the tall grass and other vegetation with scythes, but the cemetery otherwise 

was left undisturbed.
90

  To casual observers, the North Queen Street cemetery seemed to vanish 

into undergrowth. When the Sanborn Map Company surveyed Shippensburg in 1921 and 1929, 

their surveyors denoted the space occupied by the North Queen Street section as ―vacant 

fields.‖
91
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The inadequacy of older cemeteries to provide the requisite space to meet the demand for 

individualized plots was not a problem unique to the African-American community, for similar 

pressures for space were being experienced in Shippensburg‘s other burials grounds.  In their 

History of Cumberland County published in 1885, P.A. Durand and J. Fraise Richards noted that, 

―The burial places of Shippensburg hav[e] become full of the bodies of those who, during more 

than a century of its existence, had taken up their ―abode in the dark house and narrow bed‘ in 

the various inclosures.‖
92

  For Shippensburg‘s white community, the shortage of burial spaces 

became acute in the old church cemeteries and in the community‘s public cemetery known as 

God‘s Acre.  Ironically, just as the community‘s African Americans and whites embraced more 

comparable burial practices and faced a similar challenge at their traditional burial grounds, the 

white community took steps to widen the social and spatial division between the races. 

To address the shortage of land in the public burial grounds, a group of local businessmen 

purchased an expanse of farm land on Shippensburg‘s northwest side for use as a new public 

cemetery. On January 18, 1861, the Commonwealth incorporated the Spring Hill Cemetery 

Corporation. The new organization‘s by-laws allowed anyone to purchase cemetery lots, but 

allowed plot owners to bury only ―such white persons [emphasis added] as they may choose to 

admit.‖
93

 Significantly, the Spring Hill Corporation transformed Shippensburg‘s system of 

voluntary racial separation into a formal system of racial segregation.  And even though African-

Americans might prefer to be burial in their own cemetery, they no longer exercised a choice in 

the matter.  Moreover, several of the community‘s downtown churches (e.g.: Lutheran, 

Reformed, Presbyterians, Methodist Episcopal) closed their cemeteries and re-interred the dead 
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in distinct Spring Hill areas, further limiting those churches‘ potential for churches to offer burial 

to African-Americans.
94

  

By default, the Locust Grove Cemetery then became the only ground in town where 

African Americas could be buried. The Spring Hill Cemetery would remain a whites-only 

institution for more than 100 years, part of the Shippensburg community‘s larger system of de 

facto racial segregation in the Shippensburg community that extended to its restaurants and bars, 

fraternal and veterans organizations, churches and schools, movie theater, and even to the 

community baseball league which possessed a separate black team.
95

  Through custom and social 

pressure, Shippensburg‘s black and white residents would be segregated in both life and death. 

While the restrictions on non-white burials ceased to be enforced by the 1960s, the first known 

African-American burial in Spring Hill Cemetery did not take place until February 1996.
 96

 

With the North Queen Street section closed, on February 22, 1922, the Locust Grove 

Cemetery Association acquired additional land for burial contiguous to the old cemetery, on the 

east side of Sherman Avenue.  The owner of the lot was Shippensburg‘s foremost early-twentieth 

century developer, John Hosfeld and his wife, Clara. For $450, they sold a rectangular lot 

measuring 317 x 121 feet (.88 acres) that was a subdivision of a larger lot Hosfeld had previously 

purchased from John Shugars.  The deed specified that the land ―shall be laid out, sold, and be 
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used for a cemetery for colored people.‖
97

 Representing the Locust Grove Cemetery Association 

were William ―Billy‖ E. Russ, a clerk at McPherson‘s Hardware (renamed Pague and Fegan in 

1925); the Reverend Joseph R. Robinson, a stone mason and minister of the Mt. Zion Baptist 

Church; stone mason and minister William Mosely; barber and reverend James L. White; and 

Nannie Arter, wife of the prominent Shippensburg barber Samuel Nelson Arter whose shop 

stood at 3 South Earl Street .
98

   

The Locust Grove Cemetery Association created opened a new space for burial that was 

an extension of the old burying ground but that also incorporated a distinctive configuration that 

reflected the community‘s deep religiosity.  The cemetery‘s entrance remained on North Queen 

Street, and the cemetery‘s lane continued to funnel funeral processions through the center of the 

North Queen Street section.  Once the lane reached Sherman Avenue, it continued straight 

northeast across the brow of the hill and then curved and proceeded southeast down the hill until 

reaching the lot‘s southern edge.  The lane spanned the length of the cemetery along a northwest-

southeast axis.  A second, northeast-to-southwest lane that extended the entire width of the lot 

was laid out perpendicular to the longer span.  The two lanes intersected in the center of the lot 

with the effect that the cemetery became oriented around the configuration of a gigantic sign of 

the cross.  While no documents have been found to confirm that the religious symbolism of the 

design was deliberate rather than accidental, in light of the deeply religious nature of the 

community and the presence of three ministers in the Locust Grove Cemetery Association, it 

seems likely that the founders intentionally designed their cemetery landscape as a physical 
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expression of their Christian devotion.  Given the relatively common nature of cross-shaped 

church buildings, designing the cemetery as a crucifix probably seemed a powerful way to 

transform ordinary farmland into hallowed ground.  Thus the Locust Grove Cemetery‘s design 

offer insights into the centrality of Christianity was the lives and funerary traditions of the 

African-American community in the early 1920s.      

 

 

The initial burial occurred when Nannie Arter‘s husband, Samuel Arter, died on August 

8, 1922.  He was interred in the center of the lot near the southern end along the central lane. In 

the cemetery‘s older North Queen Street section, the dead had been interred with their bodies 

oriented roughly east to west (in reality, mostly northeast to southwest), with their heads being at 

the west and their feet and their feet to the east.  This commonplace African-American practice 

has been attributed both to a desire to face eastward in anticipation of Jesus Christ‘s second 

Locust Grove Section (1922) 



45 

 

coming and the wish to face Africa.
99

  The rough east-west orientation of graves continued in the 

Locust Grove section, but because the cemetery was designed with a central lane running along a 

northwest-southeast axis, it became necessary to stagger the tombstones in order to ensure the 

east-west burials and have the headstone inscriptions face the center lane. This created the 

unusual layout of having a row of headstones in front of footstones along the northeast side of 

the lane and a row of footstones in front of headstones along the southwest side of the lane. 

Though the use of footstones ceased by the mid-twentieth century, burials continued to conform 

to this general scheme until the 1980s when the open space formerly used as the lane began 

being utilized for burials.
100

  Even then, the east-west orientation of the bodies continues to be 

observed until the present day. 

The pattern of unmarked graves continued in the Locust Grove section, although it is 

difficult to gauge to what extent the situation was deliberate, unintentional, or the consequence of 

vandals removing tombstones from the grounds. Of the 147 individuals known to be buried in 

that section, thirty-six graves, or 24%, are currently unmarked.  Veterans continued to be well 

represented among the marked graves although several veterans‘ graves went unmarked despite 

the availability of free tombstones through the county and federal governments. The twenty-five 

veterans buried there represent every major American conflict from the Civil War through 

Vietnam. 
101
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The cemetery also includes the last three Shippensburg area Civil War veterans of the 

United States Colored Troops, John A. Barnet who died in 1925; John W. Hinton, in 1932; and 

John Y. Smith, in 1935.  Despite his status as the area‘s last living African-American Civil War 

veteran, Smith death and burial drew little notice. He died during a period of bitter cold and 

heavy snow on February 5, 1935, at age 98.  Smith a Greencastle, Pennsylvania native who 

resided in Shippensburg after the war, subsequently moved to Pittsburgh where he worked as a 

porter. He was still residing in Pittsburgh at the time of his death.  His sister, Rose Smith, 

engaged the Jackson Undertaking and Livery Company to ship her brother‘s body to 

Shippensburg.
102

  The body arrived in town during a fierce blizzard. Braving the elements, the 

grave diggers located his plot and began digging, only to abandon work for the day when a vein 

of bedrock forced them to stop.  Smith‘s funeral was postponed until the crew could find a more 

suitable location for the grave. The spot they unwittingly selected placed his grave in the 

cemetery lane.  It is unclear whether the failure to mark his grave was an oversight, or an 

intentional act to maintain an unobstructed roadway and thereby preserving the integrity of the 

cemetery‘s crucifix design.
103

  With Smith‘s internment, the cemetery buried its last Civil War 

veteran. 

This concentration of veterans made the cemetery enormously significant to 

Shippensburg‘s African-American residents, especially its large contingent of Civil War 

veterans. Each year since at least the early twentieth century, the African-American community 

has honored the men buried there by conducting a large and well-attended Memorial Day 

                                                                                                                                                             
Moore and Robert Robinson served in Korea, and Eugene Harper, Paul Alexander Tondee, and Stephen Corbin 

served during Vietnam.  
102

 She paid $145 to the funeral parlor and was reimbursed $100 by the Veterans Administration. The funeral 

parlor‘s itemized invoice did not list a headstones in its itemized invoice. Declaration for Pension, June 4, 1912, 

Appointment of Service Organization as Claimant‘s Representative, and Public Voucher for Burial Funeral and 

Transportation of Body of Deceased Veteran, submitted 4-10-35, in John Y. Smith Civil War Pension File, file 

XC2474-279, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C. 
103

 Burkhart, Shippensburg in the Civil War, 224-225. 



47 

 

program.  Although the tradition of decorating the graves of all deceased Civil War veterans 

began on May 30, 1868 (a tradition that was observed from the outset in Shippensburg, and that 

continued to be observed as Decoration Day into the twentieth century), no Civil War veterans 

were buried in the cemetery until after Daniel Wright‘s death on November 18, 1878.
104

  

However, even after that date, newspaper accounts show that the official Memorial Day parade 

and ceremony focused on the white veterans buried in Spring Hill Cemetery, and then, in 

subsequent years, on the white veterans buried in the public graveyard (God‘s Acre) and the 

Lutheran Cemetery.
105

 It is unknown whether in the pre-1920 years the African-American 

residents held their own observances that escaped the notice of the white newspaper reporters. 

The first mention of a Memorial Day ceremony at the Locust Grove Cemetery was in 

1920, when the Shippensburg News took note of an observance that was distinct from the 

customary afternoon ceremony at Spring Hill Cemetery: ―In the morning the colored folks of 

town held their Memorial service. The music was furnished by a colored band from Harrisburg 

which received much favorable comment.‖
106

  Sometime between 1920 and 1931, the black 

community expanded the Shippensburg observances to include its own Memorial Day parade, an 

event years later referred to by African American residents of Shippensburg simply as the ―Black 

Parade.‖
107

  In 1931, World War One veteran Theodore Coleman organized the parade and John 

Brown served as marshal. The procession assembled at the corner of West Orange and Locust 

streets in front of Reverend Joseph Robinson‘s Mt. Zion Baptist Church.  Participants included 
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members of the African-American community, including almost certainly its surviving Civil War 

veterans and those of World War One, but also many representatives of the white community. 

The Shippensburg Band led the procession, followed by the American Legion firing squad, sons 

of colored veterans, the Cheer-Up Dramatic Club, ―other folks in automobiles,‖ and children 

carrying bouquets of flowers to place on veterans‘ graves. The Reverend Joseph Robinson 

delivered the Memorial Day address on the grounds of the old North Queen Street Cemetery.
 108

 

The Black Parade was a unique event that reflected the geography of Shippensburg‘s 

African-American community and highlighted both its connection with and separation from 

white Shippensburg.  The parade assembled at the intersection of Locust and West Orange 

Streets, near the Reverend Joseph Robinson‘s home his Mt. Zion Baptist Church.  Proceeding 

east along Orange Street, the procession passed through or close to Shippensburg‘s three 

principle black neighborhoods (Locust and West Orange Street, South Penn Street—also known 

as Wrightsville--North Queen Street), and by two of the three contemporary black churches (the 

Mt. Zion Baptist Church and the Mt. Pisgah A.M.E. Church on East Orange Street) before 

turning onto Queen Street and continuing to the North Queen Street Cemetery.  Following an 

oration and the laying of flowers, the parade then marched west on Burd Street past the 

segregated ―colored‖ school at the corner of Burd Street and Gettle Avenue, turned south onto 

Penn Street, to ended at the third black church, St. Peter‘s A.M.E. Bethel.
109

   

While the African-American parade resembled the white ceremony, one should note that 

in significant ways it was the mirror opposite of the other observance. The two ceremonies were 

always separated by several hours, making it clear that they constituted two distinct events.
110

 

                                                 
108

 Shippensburg News, June 2, 1931. 
109

 Shippensburg News, June 2, 1931. 
110

 This timing also made it possible for the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars honor guards to 

participate in both events. 



49 

 

Interestingly, the parades processed in different directions: the white participants marched west 

to Spring Hill Cemetery and then returned east to disband at the town square, while the black 

parade marched east to the North Queen Street Cemetery before heading west to disperse. The 

starting and ending points also suggested the different focal points of whites and blacks.  The 

white parade began at the Council House, the community‘s center of politics and government (it 

included the borough meeting room, the town lock-up, and the Vigilant Hose Company) and 

terminated in the heart of Shippensburg‘s commercial district. By contrast, the Black Parade 

began and ended at African-American churches. While the white ceremony marched down King 

Street, the community‘s commercial hub and most elite residential areas, the black participants 

followed two parallel side-streets, and passed by railroad yards and factories on Orange Street. 

The white parade was a community spectacle that captured the town‘s attention, while the 

African-American parade was primarily a celebration by and for the black community—but one 

in which both white and blacks participated.  Their differences notwithstanding, both events 

shared the goal of honoring the community‘s veterans by decorating their graves and solemnly 

congregating on the grounds of the community‘s cemeteries. 

Memorial Day became a time when all the community‘s African-American residents 

could join together as one, linked together by the memories of the service of the veterans interred 

in the North Queen Street Cemetery.  These men provided symbols of power, respect, and 

patriotic honor, that were intensified by the special reverence due the Civil War veterans who 

served the Union and helped to end slavery.  But while the Memorial Day observance was 

solemn and moving, the Black Parade was a festive celebration that allowed Shippensburg‘s 

African-American an opportunity to join together publicly and to celebrate their unity and 

service to the community and the nation.  It symbolized the pride, size, and vitality of 
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Shippensburg‘s African-American community—and its absence is still regarded with sadness by 

long-time African-American residents.
111

  Though the Black Parade ended sometime around 

World War Two, Memorial Day continues to be observed annually at the cemetery as a special 

time for the African-American community to come together to honor their deceased veterans.   

A social gathering and reunion followed the Memorial Day observance, an event that 

united the local African-American community, including many relatives and friends no longer 

residing in the area. The Memorial Day weekend reunion assumed particular importance given 

the large-scale out-migration of African Americans from the Shippensburg area in the 1920 and 

1930s, a trend mirrored by the declining rate of burials in the Locust Grove Cemetery. Burials in 

the Locust Grove section peaked in the 1930s and then underwent a gradual decline for the 

remainder of the twentieth century, punctuated by a small increase in burials in the 1990s.  That 

decline paralleled the general reduction of Shippensburg‘s African-American population in the 

years after 1920.  The local African-American population dropped precipitously during the 

decades between 1920 and 1940, from 194 African-American residents in 1920, to 101 in 1930, 

and down to 84 in 1940.  The black community also declined as a total proportion of the town, 

from 4.7% of the total population in 1920 to 1.6% in 1940.
112
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Decade Extant Markers Other Known Burials Total 

1922-1930 14 0 14 

1931-1940 23 5 28 

1941-1950 15 8 23 

1951-1960 13 9 22 

1961-1970 15 4 19 

1971-1980 14 4 18 

1981-1990 4 1 5 

1991-2000 10 0 10 

2001-2007 3 0 3 

Unknown  5 5 

Total  111 36 147 

Table:  Extant Grave Markers and Known Unmarked Burials in the Locust Grove Section, 1920-2007 

 

Several factors may have contributed to this drop. Part of the change appears to have 

been generational, as the Civil War-era cohort of migrants to Shippensburg died off and their 

children and grandchildren opted to leave the area. The decision to depart probably reflected the 

pull of such urban centers as Pittsburgh, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York City that 

promised both better jobs during the boom of the 1920s and the lure of large and dynamic 

African-American communities fostered by the Great Migration. 
113

 The Great Depression and 

World War Two probably also led some individuals to leave Shippensburg in search of work. At 

the same time, the limited economic opportunity for blacks in Shippensburg, the continuing 

                                                 
113

 For a good overview of the impact of African-American migration on the cities of the North, see James Gregory, 

The Southern Diaspora: How the Great Migration of Blacks and Whites Transformed America (Chapel Hill, NC: 

University of North Carolina Press, 2005). 



52 

 

humiliation of segregation in the town, and the presence of a highly visible chapter of the Ku 

Klux Klan in the 1920s probably spurred many younger African-Americans to leave town if they 

could.
114

 

As Shippensburg‘s African-American community diminished and its members grew 

older and died in post- World War Two years, it became increasingly challenging to address the 

cemetery‘s needs. In May 1949, local historian, newspaperman, and World War Two veteran 

William Burkhart visited the cemetery with his youngest daughter Yvonne to place flags on the 

graves of the community‘s black Civil War veterans for the Memorial Day observance. Burkhart 

later wrote about his first foray into the cemetery:  

Oh boy, what we were in for!  Fully half of the stones we looked at were broken over. We tilted 

them up and ants ran in all directions from the earth-stained inscriptions.  The place was littered 

everywhere with trash, even garbage and worse. Broken wine bottles were common and 

undergrowth, mainly weeds, was growing to luxurious heights.  I can recall seeing young 

Yvonne‘s head just above the weed level. I sent her out to the road to wait for me and after 

stumbling into several cave-ins, I finally managed to place not more than a dozen flags on 

identified graves of soldiers.
115

   

 

His experience deeply disturbed Burkhart, who noted that, ―It was hard for me and my daughter 

to believe that at some former day this piece of ground was ever the scene of Christian burial 

rites. Brash calloused G.I. that I was, there was something disgusting about the way civilized 20
th

 

century citizens were abusing this burial ground.‖
116

   

He responded by initiating a project to repair the fallen tombstones and end what he 

perceived to be the cemetery‘s neglect and abuse. Through the 1950s, Burkhart along with 

Homer Jackson and Belvin Banks, began repairing the fallen markers by pouring them new 
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cement foundations and completing repairs on nineteen headstones in the North Queen Street 

section.  Among the stones repaired was that of Eliza Deadford Jones, the oldest standing marker 

in the cemetery, dating from 1869.  Burkhart, Jackson, and Banks also erected a wire fence along 

the north side of the cemetery.  Additionally, in 1967, Shippensburg Borough helped to remove 

the brush from the grounds and began regularly mowing the Queen Street section.
117

  By the 

decade‘s end, the desultory former landscape had been replaced with a neatly trimmed lawn and 

carefully aligned monuments. 

 One should note that what Burkhart perceived as neglect may instead have been a partial 

reflection of different cultural tradition among whites and African Americans regarding the 

appropriate level of maintenance and grounds-keeping for burial grounds.  In the early nineteenth 

century, secular landscape designers, inspired by the Romanticism and the demand for new, 

expansive burial grounds, created cemeteries that were not affiliated with churches and were 

inspired by the gardens of the well-to-do.  These ―rural cemeteries‖ were designed to serve as 

both burial grounds and parks available for leisure and solemn reflection.  Such grounds also 

became places appreciating fine sculpture, thereby fostering a desire for more elaborate stone 

monuments rather than simple markers. The earliest such American cemetery, Mount Auburn in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, opened in 1831. Its success helped popularize the rural cemetery 

movement while transforming the popular ideal of cemetery landscapes.
118

  By contrast, African 

Americans traditionally did not view their burial grounds as parks or gardens, but rather as 

sacred spaces and extensions of the natural world.  Vegetation would be neither encouraged nor 

discouraged, but instead the landscape would be allowed to take whatever form resulted 
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naturally.  This approach to the land, combined with the tradition of leaving household items and 

bric-a-brac as grave offerings, commonly led white observers to view the graveyards as 

neglected or abandoned.
119  

For Burkhart, a young G.I. interested in honoring his fellow veterans, what may have 

proved shocking was encountering a cemetery maintained according to traditions that were at 

odds with his expectations regarding how a proper burial ground should look. What the African-

American community saw as consistent with their traditions was to him neglect.  Most 

significantly perhaps, it was Burkhart‘s particular vision of the cemetery that would most 

influence how the cemetery would be maintained from the 1960s to the present. 

Inspired by his labors and the Civil War centennial, William Burkhart also began 

researching the history of the Civil War veterans buried in the cemetery. He conducted 

interviews with Shippensburg‘s older African-American residents, examined local newspapers 

and land records, and consulted materials at the National Archives, the Massachusetts State 

Library, and the United States Military Academy at West Point.  The Shippensburg Historical 

Society published his findings as the chapter ―Shippenburg‘s Colored Veterans of the Civil War‖ 

in its volume, Shippensburg in the Civil War, released in 1964.
120

  In addition to the 

contributions Burkhart made by documenting the community‘s history, that book also 

incorporated a number of passages that proved deeply insulting towards Shippensburg‘s African-

American residents. In his work Burkhart contended that ―the average colored man does not 

place a high value on his background or heritage and tends to lose even important papers such as 

discharges and deeds to property.‖
121
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Over the next thirty years, he would continue to support efforts to maintain the cemetery, 

including serving as the contact person for a fundraising effort launched in 1995 to raise $1,500 

to make repairs to the tombstones.
122

 

As part of his work, Burkhart researched the history of the African-American Civil War 

veterans buried in the cemetery and compiled his information into the chapter ―Shippensburg‘s 

Colored Veterans of the Civil War‖ for the book Shippensburg in the Civil War published by the 

Shippensburg Historical Society in 1964.
123

 Unfortunately, what was meant as a tribute to the 

town‘s African-American Civil War veterans instead insulted Shippensburg‘s African American 

community. Burkhart began his chapter by taking issue with the African-American community‘s 

upkeep of the cemetery when he first encountered it in 1949, noting, ―there was something 

disgusting about the way civilized 20
th

 century citizens were abusing this burial ground.  To 

abandon a graveyard to old mother nature was one thing…but to maltreat a grave site is another 

thing.‖
124

  Additionally, when Burkhart discussed his difficulty finding information on the 

African-American veterans, he claimed it was because ―the average colored man does not place a 

high value on his background or heritage and tends to lose even important papers such as 

discharges and deeds to property.‖
125

  More than forty years later, the sting of those words 

persisted. On May 28, 2007, Gerald ―Jake‖ Burke was serving as the master of ceremonies at the 

cemetery‘s annual Memorial Day Observances. As part of his remarks, he read the offensive 

passages from Shippensburg in the Civil War, publicly refuted Burkhart, and boldly reaffirmed 
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the African-American community‘s commitment to preserving both its cemetery and its 

history.
126

 

In part, those words also galvanized Shippensburg‘s young African Americans to take 

control of the cemetery‘s upkeep.  By the early 1970s, the older generation that had established 

and cared for the cemetery had largely passed away.  Of the original Locust Grove Cemetery 

Association members who had been instrumental in acquiring the new ground in 1922, Nannie 

Arter died in 1934, William Mosely in 1939, James L. White in 1952, Joseph Robinson in 1963, 

and William E. Russ in 1977.
127

  Starting in the late 1960s new generation of young men calling 

themselves the ―real regulars‖ began taking care of the cemetery grounds.  As Gerald ―Jake‖ 

Burke would later recall, ―A bunch of us black youth from Shippensburg—we were youth back 

then—got together. Our parents were getting older and couldn‘t take care of the place.  We 

decided these are our people up here. It‘s not the responsibility of anyone else.‖
128

  Mike Nocho, 

also a ―real regular,‖ agreed, ―It was something that had to be done….We figured we‘re the ones 

to do it.‖
129

  The original ―real regulars‖ included Gerald ―Jake‖ Burke, Michael ―Mike‖ Nocho, 

Paul Nocho, William ―Bill‖ Burke, Belvin Banks Jr., and Gary Robinson—many of whom 

continue to care for the grounds to the present day.  The Locust Grove Cemetery Committee also 

had a new group of officers—Carl Bell, Jr., president; Carol Smith, secretary; Mai Baltimore, 

treasurer; and Nancy Hodge, assistant treasurer.   

These men and women assumed responsibility for the cemetery and the Memorial Day 

observances in the face of significant new challenges. The shrinking African-American 
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community in Shippensburg meant that many of the African-American institutions that in the 

past had helped support the cemetery, organizations such as the black churches, the Robert Green 

American Legion Post No.729, and the Prince Hall Freemasons, were themselves struggling or 

disappearing.
130

 Moreover, after eighty years and almost 150 burials, the Locust Grove section 

began running out of available plots, and thus the cemetery lost a major revenue source. 

Additionally, with several decades having passed since Burkhart, Jackson, and Belvin Banks Sr. 

had repaired the stones in the North Queen Street section, and such work never having been 

systematically undertaken in the Locust Grove section, the old and fragile gravesites further 

suffered the ravages of weather and time.  Some repairs work did occur, particularly on stones 

propped up by members of the Locust Grove Cemetery committee and reset by stone mason 

John ―Bud‖ Rideout Jr.  However, many older markers came detached from their bases, sank or 

leaned precariously due to erosion and the sloping terrain, or became unreadable by years of 

accumulated lichen and grime.  

Most seriously, perhaps, the neighborhood surrounding the cemetery began to change. 

Since the mid-nineteenth century, the cemetery was surrounded by a residential neighborhood 

with a significant African-American population, a neighborhood known locally as Pumpkin 

Center.  However, in the decades after World War Two, as the nearby Shippensburg State 

Teachers College expanded into Shippensburg State College and then into Shippensburg 

University,  the number of college students expanded six-fold from 1,260 in 1958 to over 7,500 

in 2007.
131

  Responding to student demand for cheap, off-campus housing, the surrounding 
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 The Robert Green Post no.729 was founded in 1943 with World War One veteran John H. Rideout Sr. as its first 
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neighborhood changed from a residential one into areas increasingly dominated by high-density 

rental properties.  Shippensburg Borough‘s zoning ordinance made such a change possible as the 

blocks surrounding the cemetery were all zoned for R-4 Residential High Density use—a 

designation that allowed individual lots to be occupied by up to six families.
132

  As a 

consequence, the neighborhood became dominated by single family houses divided into flats, 

and several fraternity houses were constructed in 1996 on the nearby Sunbeam Court 

(Shippensburg University‘s unofficial ―fraternity row‖). Additionally, the adjacent Robert Green 

American Legion Post no. 729 for African-American veterans closed in 1964.
133

  Another 

neighboring property at 107 North Queen Street that had been a residence occupied by African-

American families since 1835 stood vacant for years before being demolished and its site 

purchased by developers. 
134

 Faced with such changes to the neighborhood, the cemetery 

encountered increasing incidents of vandalism, trespassing, break-ins to the cemetery‘s storage 

sheds, and the dumping of trash on its grounds.
135

  Locust Grove Committee members Nancy 

Hodge and Mai Baltimore regularly attended Borough Zoning and Council meetings in order to 

challenge incompatible construction on neighboring properties, but otherwise there was little 

they could do to halt the changes occurring around the cemetery.
136
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Early in 2003, a high-profile accident focused greater public attention on the challenges 

facing the cemetery. In February, a driver lost control of her car when she struck an icy patch on 

Sherman Avenue, a narrow alley bisecting the cemetery.  Careening off the pavement, the 

automobile crashed into several tombstones, snapping one in half.  This incident and the damage 

to the cemetery were well publicized in the local press, generating an outpouring of assistance. 

Carl Bell Jr, Mai Baltimore, Nancy Hodge, and Carol Smith of the Locust Grove Cemetery 

Committee spearheaded an effort to raise funds from the public for maintaining the cemetery and 

publicizing its plight. The Borough Council agreed to close Sherman Avenue to traffic and erect 

a barrier across the road.  Additionally, local veterans‘ groups, churches, and the Shippensburg 

Township Park committee donated funds to erect a protective fence around the grounds.
 137

  The 

Locust Grove Cemetery Committee accepted over $3,000 worth of contributions, but fell short of 

the $15,000 required to install a fence.  Despite the initial enthusiasm, the effort soon waned. 

Responding in March 2003 to newspaper coverage describing the cemetery‘s troubles, 

Shippensburg University History professor Steven Burg approached the Locust Grove Cemetery 
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Committee to offer his assistance.  Over the next four years, he and his students would research 

the cemetery and undertake a variety of projects designed to assist the Cemetery Association‘s 

preservation efforts and educate the public about the site‘s history. Students developed lesson 

plans that utilized the site to teach about Pennsylvania history, created walking tours exploring 

the cemetery‘s women, veterans, and funerary art, and prepared grant and National Register 

applications, and a nomination for a Pennsylvania Historic Marker. In the spring of 2004, 

graduate students enrolled in the history department‘s Research in Local and Regional History 

class produced research papers on different aspects of Shippensburg‘s African-American past 

that Burg edited into the book, Black History of Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, 1860-1936, 

published by Shippensburg University Press the following spring. 
138

 

Just two weeks before the publication of that volume, another egregious and highly 

publicized act of vandalism further helped raise public awareness of the cemetery‘s plight.  An 

unknown individual knocked over Joseph Lane‘s marble tombstone, toppling and shattering it. 

The incident triggered particular outrage as Joseph Lane was one of the twenty-six Civil War 

veteran interred in the cemetery. He also had numerous descendents still living in Shippensburg, 

including members of the Locust Grove Cemetery Committee. A Huntingdon County couple, 

Matthew and Ellen Whitzel, who read about the incident offered to assist the cemetery in 

replacing the tombstone.  They completed a Veterans Administration application for a new 

veteran‘s tombstone and picked up the new marker from a government warehouse in 
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Williamsport, Maryland. A work party composed of members of the Locust Grove Cemetery 

Committee installed the new Kentucky granite marker on August 6, 2005.
139

     

 The next year, the Locust Grove Cemetery Committee renewed its effort to complete the 

cemetery‘s restoration, erect a fence, and enlighten the public about the burial grounds‘ 

significance.  With the assistance of the faculty and students of the Shippensburg University 

Applied History program, the group launched an effort called the ―Locust Grove Cemetery 

Restoration Campaign.‖
140

  In January 2006, at the invitation of Shippensburg Historical Society 

president Paul Gill, Nancy Hodge and Mai Baltimore approached the organization to present 

their plan and request its assistance in restoring the cemetery.  After a short discussion, the 

Shippensburg Historical Society Board of Directors voted to participate in the undertaking. In 

addition to directly appealing to its members, the Historical Society also became the official 

sponsor for a Pennsylvania Historical Marker application and a $7,500 Pennsylvania Department 

of Economic and Community Development Grant secured by Representative Rob Kauffman to 

support tombstone and site restoration work.
141

  The fundraising effort gained considerable 

momentum when the Shippensburg Corn Festival Committee presented a check for $10,000 to 

the cemetery at its annual Memorial Day Observance ceremony.
142

  By the close of 2006, more 

than one hundred individuals, businesses, and organizations had financially contributed to the 

effort, raising more than $30,000. 
143
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Additionally, over the summer and fall of 2006, a grant from the Pennsylvania State 

System of Higher Education launched the Shippensburg University history department‘s Locust 

Grove Cemetery Community Service Project.  History professor Steven Burg, along with 

Applied History students David Maher and Charles Evans, conducted additional archival 

research on the cemetery, and then mapped its grounds and markers, transcribed all the 

tombstones, and performed conservation work on twenty-five worn or damaged tombstones in 

the cemetery‘s North Queen Street section.
144

 This project also encouraged students and teachers 

from the Shippensburg Area High School to assist with the effort. On the afternoon of October 

24, 2006, two dozen teachers, students, and administrators cleaned tombstones and picked up 

trash from the cemetery grounds.
145

  In the spring of 2007, the Shippensburg Historical Society‘s 

DCED grant paid for the services of a professional tombstones conservator in the spring to 

complete the tombstone restoration work in the newer Locust Grove section.  In May and June 

2007, the Locust Grove Cemetery committee at last installed a substantial fence around the 

cemetery grounds.  

In the summer of 2005, Cumberland County‘s Civil War Trail Committee selected the 

Locust Grove Cemetery for inclusion as part of its new Pennsylvania Civil War Trail, one of 

only eight sites in all of Cumberland County.
146

 The site was subsequently featured on the 

Commonwealth‘s tourism website, VisitPA.com, and also in promotional literature published by 
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the Cumberland Valley Tourism and Visitors Bureau.
147

  The Locust Grove Cemetery also 

secured prominent coverage in the official Pennsylvania Civil War Trails guidebook published 

by Stackpole Books and the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission.
148

 The Locust 

Grove Cemetery was now part of Pennsylvania‘s multi-million dollar heritage tourism industry.   

 The culmination of the Locust Grove Restoration Campaign was the dedication of a 

Pennsylvania Historical Marker at the cemetery on May 28, 2007, following the annual 

Memorial Day Observance.  The ceremony aptly reflected the partnership that had helped move 

the restoration effort forward: the marker nomination had been written and submitted by 

Shippensburg University Applied History students while the Shippensburg Historical Society 

and the Locust Grove Cemetery Committee jointly sponsored the nomination and co-hosted the 

dedication ceremony.  More than 200 people attended the observance that included music by the 

St. Peter‘s A.M.E. Zion Church‘s men‘s choir and the dedication of a new flagpole in honor of 

Vietnam veteran Paul Alexander Tondee.  Charles Jenkins of the Brownsville Church of God 

provided an opening benediction, followed by remarks by Representative Rob Kauffman, 

President Carl Bell Jr. of the Locust Grove Cemetery Committee, Mayor Bruce Hockersmith, 

Shippensburg Historical Society Past President Paul Gill, Steven Burg of the Shippensburg 

University Department of History, and Karen Galle representing the Pennsylvania Historical and 

Museum Commission.  The featured speaker was Charles ―Ben‖ Hawley of the District of 

Columbia‘s Civil War Cadet Academy and a living historian of the 54
th

 Massachusetts Volunteer 

Infantry, Co. B. 
149

  The ceremony culminated in the unveiling of a the marker that reads: 
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LOCUST GROVE CEMETERY 

Burial ground for slaves and free blacks since the early 19th century and site of Shippensburg's 

first African American church, est. 1830s. Edward Shippen Burd granted the land to 

Shippensburg‘s African American community in 1842. It was the only public cemetery open to 

African Americans until the late 20th century.  Among the burials are the graves of numerous 

veterans from the Civil War to Vietnam, notably 26 Civil War soldiers. 

 

Fittingly, the marker dedication ceremony took place on the exact location where Shippensburg‘s 

African-American community erected their first independent church more than one-hundred and 

seventy years earlier.  The historical marker now stands on that site. 

At the ceremony, master of ceremonies Gerald ―Jake‖ Burke, whose great-grandfather 

Samuel Wright was a Shippensburg native and one the United States Colored Troops buried in 

the cemetery, welcomed the audience and declared, ―I have been waiting for this day for a long, 

long time.‖
150

 Paul Gill, a retired history professor and Shippensburg Historical Society past 

president, reminisced about his forty years in Shippensburg during which he observed how the 

town moved from a segregated community to one that came together to celebrate its African-

American heritage.  Looking over the audience, he declared ―This was a proud moment for the 

people of Shippensburg.‖
151

  History professor Steven Burg thanked his students for their hard 

work and expressed that the marker would signal to others the cemetery‘s significance. ―After 

today,‖ he declared, ― no one will ever again ride or walk down North Queen Street and not 

know this cemetery…is a special place.‖
152

  But most moving, perhaps, was the moment when 

the marker was finally unveiled, that Locust Grove Cemetery Committee member Nancy Hodge 

kneeled down, kissed the ground and gave thanks to Jesus.
153

  

For two centuries or more, the Locust Grove Cemetery has provided African-Americans 

living in the Shippensburg area with a place where they could lay their relatives and friends to 
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rest with dignity and in a manner that reflected their own tradition and beliefs. Today, it still 

serves that function.  There is no other place in Cumberland County, and only a handful of other 

sites in the Commonwealth that have been continuously used and defined by African Americans 

for so long or that so vividly evoke the African-American experience. To read the landscape of 

the Locust Grove Cemetery, to trace its evolution, and to know its history is to see and 

vicariously experience the long, rich, and often challenging history of African Americans in 

Central Pennsylvania. But, more importantly, to do so is to witness the persistence of rural 

African-American life and the determination of a community to establish and protect a sacred 

space to meet their most basic need—a peaceful place to go when they die.  The Locust Grove 

Cemetery offers a rare space where it is possible to walk hallowed ground and to discover in the 

landscape, the markers, and the words carved into stone the richness and complexity of the 

African American experience in rural Pennsylvania.  The Locust Grove Cemetery is a space 

where one can go today and do as Shippensburg‘s African-American residents have done for 

more than two hundred years: reflect on our history, remember our heroes, and pay tribute to 

ones departed.    
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PHYSICAL RESOURCES 

Cemetery Grounds 

The Locust Grove Cemetery consists of two distinct sections or cemeteries, the North Queen 

Street and the Locust Grove sections separated by a twelve-foot wide asphalt-paved alley called 

Sherman Avenue that was closed to public access in 2003. The grounds are a vital part of the 

historical fabric of the cemetery.  The oldest portion of the cemetery, the North Queen Street 

section, is rectangular lot oriented east-to-west consisting of approximately 27,500 square feet 

(.63 acres) bounded by Queen Street to the west, Sherman‘s Alley to the east, and the  

  

 

neighboring lots of 109 and 121 North Queen Street to the north and south.  The front fifty feet 

of the cemetery is flat, but then the land rises approximately ten feet in a space of fifty feet, then 

levels off to a flat plateau at its east end.  The Locust Grove section boundaries are rectangular, 

with the long sides measuring 317 feet each, with one side following Sherman Avenue and the 

other running parallel to it 121 feet to the northeast for a total area of 38,357 square feet (.88 

acres).  The rectangular lot is oriented north-to-south with the hilltop at its north end and then a 

drop of approximately thirty feet from its north to its south end occurring over a space of 200  

North Queen Street Section 
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feet.
154

  In both the North Queen Street and Locust Grove sections, the uneven landscape itself 

reflect African-American methods of burial, including extensive evidence of both burial mounds 

and numerous depressions marking the sites of unmarked graves.  Consistent with other African-

American cemeteries, little effort has been made to level the ground or fill grave depression, 

resulting in a landscape with significant historical integrity that physically reflects the process 

and methods of burying the dead.  

 

Flora 

The cemetery grounds are covered with mixed grass (includes elements of bluegrass, zoysia, rye, 

and fescue) that is mowed weekly during the summer months.  Throughout the grounds, there are 

patches of myrtle as well as isolated perennial flowers growing along some graves, including 

orange lilies. The origins of these flowers are not known.  There are two mature locust trees 

within the cemetery ground in the center of the Locust Grove section. Other locust trees exist 

around the perimeter of the cemetery, as well as black walnuts, mulberries, and other deciduous 

trees. A huge mulberry grows along the border between the cemetery and 121 North Queen 
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Street. A number of small saplings grow along the northern border of the North Queen Street 

section and are periodically removed by the Cemetery Committee and the residents of 121-123 

North Queen Street.  Aside from the care of the grass and the removal of brush from the 

cemetery borders, there is no evidence of any plantings or efforts to landscape the cemetery 

grounds.  The original flora and minimal landscaping further contributes to the historical 

integrity of this African-American cemetery. The eastern border of the cemetery had been 

dominated by brush and forest until September 2007 when developers clear-cut the forest in 

order to construct apartment buildings on the adjoining property. 

 

Soil and Geology 

Both the North Queen Street section and the Locust Grove section of the cemetery exhibit 

evidence that the soil was farmed for many years prior to its use as a cemetery due to the mixed 

nature of the ―A‖ horizon that suggests plowing.  Outcroppings of light gray limestone bedrock 

are present throughout both sections of the cemetery.  The rock may have been exposed as a 

result of erosion produced by farming the thin topsoil that rested on the limestone bedrock.  The 

surface soil depth varies tremendously throughout the cemetery from areas with no visible 

topsoil to others only a few yards away that have soil in excess of five feet in depth.  The A 

horizon ranged from 0‖ to 8‖ in depth and was a chocolate-brown color.  Within fifty feet of 

North Queen Street, the A horizon contained large quantities of broken glass. The B horizon was 

an orange-brown clay rich in iron.  In many areas where the topsoil was thin, the B horizon was 

thin or non-existent.  Otherwise, it could extend for several feet in depth. 
155

  The rocky terrain 
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combined with pockets of deep soil are significant for possibly explaining why this particular 

piece of land became designated as a burial ground for African-Americans due to its limited 

agricultural value but adequate soil for undertaking periodic burials, particularly as the limited 

number of areas with soil could be utilized repeatedly over time.  

 

Lane 

Though its borders are not precise, the unpaved lane that ran through the cemetery was 

approximately eight to ten feet in width. Before 1922, the lane ran up the middle of the North 

Queen Street section running perpendicular to North Queen Street and ascending from the street 

to the top of the cemetery hill where it intersected with the alley Sherman Avenue. After 1922, 

the lane was extended east across Sherman Avenue and then it curved south and continued 

straight from the top of the cemetery hill to the cemetery‘s southern boundary. The lane also had 

a perpendicular section that ran across the width of the cemetery from Sherman Avenue west to 

                                                                                                                                                             
speculated that the rock outcropping were the result of erosion produced by farming the thin topsoil that rested on 

the limestone bedrock. 

One of many limestone outcropping visible in the Locust Grove Cemetery.  
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the cemetery‘s eastern border. These two lanes are in the form of a cross which was probably an 

intentional design element meant to reflect the Locust Grove cemetery‘s religious significance as 

hallowed ground.  It also reflects the deep Christian faith of the African-American community.   

 

The path of the lane is barely visible save for a slight depression, the open space where it lay, 

and the orientation of the space left vacant between the tombstones. The compacted earth from 

repeated driving on the lane also means that the grass along the lane turn brown more quickly in 

hot, dry weather than the rest of the grass. The lane‘s depression is far more visible in the North 

Queen Street section of the cemetery than in the Locust Grove section.  Also, patches of visible 

gravel suggest that the North Queen Street section‘s lane may once have been paved with 

crushed stone. Starting with the burial of Lucy and George Washington in the 1980s, the land in 

the lane began being used for interments in the Locust Grove section. 

 

Fence  

According to Edward Shippen Burd‘s deed of 1842, the grounds of the cemetery were fenced 

even before Edward Shippen Burd granted the land to the African-American community.  It is 

Dry grass reveals the path of the lane in the 

north end of the Locust Grove section. 
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unclear how that fence was maintained over time or how long it continued to stand. As part of 

William Burkhart‘s restoration efforts at the cemetery that spanned from 1949-1964, Burkhart 

noted that he and his companion‘s erected a wire fence along the north side of the cemetery.
156

  

The fence is a wire mesh 45 inches long that forms 8½ x 11 inch squares attached to wooden 

posts painted white and metal fence-post set approximately ten feet apart.  The fencing was 

mounted five inches off the ground and thus stands 50 inches high, though much of the fence is 

bent over or crumpled to the ground. The wire, metal posts, and fasteners are rusted and a 

number of the wooden posts are rotted.  Some of the fence posts have completely failed.   

 

The fence runs diagonally from Sherman Avenue towards North Queen Street for approximately 

200 feet but ends about 50 feet from the road.  In May 2007a new eight-foot high chain link 

fence was installed around the Locust Grove section of the cemetery, and a six-foot aluminium 

fence resembling wrought-iron was installed along the North Queen Street section.  A four-foot 

                                                 
156

 William Burkhart Notebooks, ―Black Civil War Veterans,‖ in the Shippensburg Historical Society Library. 

Burkhart‘s Fence c. 1950 
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walk gate was installed along the southwest corner of the aluminum fence for individual access 

to the cemetery grounds. 

   

 

Gate 

The entrance to the cemetery is marked by a formal, double-gate consisting of two masonry 

pillars incorporating rough-hewn limestone blocks.  The gate was erected using funds donated by 

Richard White to the Locust Grove Cemetery Committee at the time of his death.   Both pillars 

are set on sloping ground.  The north pillar is 67‖ high on its north side, 63‖ high on its south 

side, 27‖ wide, and 29‖ deep. The south pillar is 65‖ high on its north side, 56‖ high on its south 

side, 27‖ wide and 29‖ deep. Both pillars are capped with a square, concrete top. There is a 

twelve foot opening between the pillars.  Running between the pillars is a concrete pad that 

extends 6‖ into the cemetery and spans ten feet from the front of the gate to a curb-cut at the 

sidewalk along North Queen Street.  An aluminum double-gate is suspended between the pillars.  

Each gate is just under six feet wide. The pillars were constructed by African-American mason 

and World War II veteran John ―Bud‖ Rideout in 1993. The stone for the pillars came from an 

eighteenth century limestone house that once stood on 345 King Street near Queen Street and 

was demolished in the early 1980s to make way for Total Lube oil change building.  Lane 

Aluminum and chain link fence erected May 2007. 
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Thrush, the property‘s owner, donated some of the stone to the Locust Grove Cemetery and used 

some of the other stone to build the sign for the Total Lube.  There are two brass plaques on the 

gate.  

 

The one on the south pillar reads: 

NORTH QUEEN STREET 

AND 

LOCUST GROVE CEMETERY 

ERECTED BY 

JOHN (BUD) RIDEOUT 

1993 

The brass plaque on the north pillar reads: 

IN MEMORY OF 

RICHARD C. WHITE 

1994 

 

African Methodist Episcopal Church Grounds 

The original site of the African Methodist Episcopal Church is vacant save for the Pennsylvania 

Historical Marker erected on the grounds on May 28, 2007.  No physical remains of the building 

are visible, though during hot weather the original location of the doorway and path along the 

building can be discerned because the compacted earth tends to lead to the lawn in those areas 

browning more readily than the surrounding grass. 
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Coping 

There are a few examples of coping used throughout the cemetery to mark family plots.  No 

coping is visible in the North Queen Street section. In the Locust Grove section, square granite 

corner markers inscribed with ―B‖ and ―W‖ can be found around a grouping of Barnett family 

and Westcot family plots in the south east section of the cemetery.  There are only two instance 

of coping used around grave sites. The first coping was used to create a rectangular perimeter 

around the graves of Leonard Boles and the Reverend Edward Holman.  Those two graves were 

buried along the lane as it ran down the hill in the Locust Grove section, and the coping was 

probably installed to prevent vehicles from driving onto the graves.  The other coping can be 

found behind the gravestone of Samuel Pickens.  The rectangular coping incorporates a concrete 

flower planter into its design at its northeast corner.   

Dead grass outlines the location of the path 

and entrance to the church. 
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Sheds 

The cemetery has two storage sheds located at the northeast corner of the Locust Grove section 

where the land drops off down a fairly steep, rocky hill to both the north and east.  These sheds 

are used to store equipment used for caring for the grounds (lawn mowers, grass trimmers, wheel 

barrows), flags for the Memorial Day observances, and equipment needed for burials.  The sheds 

both appear to be pre-fabricated ―mini-barn‖ type sheds.  The age of the sheds is not known, 

though they appear to be late twentieth century structures.  The north shed appears to be the older  

 

 

 

structure of the two. The doors of both sheds are regularly locked with an external padlock.  The 

north shed is 10‘ x 8‘, white with baby blue trim, with double-doors, and constructed out of 

Examples of coping in the Locust Grove section.  
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plywood and pine timbers with a sloped shed-style roof.  The south shed is 8‘ x 12‘, blue with 

white trim, constructed out of aluminum with a gambrel roof. The south shed has only a single 

door. Both have been leveled by placing a variety of wood and stone materials beneath the 

buildings.  There is no historical record of any storage buildings at the site, though such a 

structure may have existed.   

 

Flagpole 

A stainless-steel flagpole measuring 30 feet in height was erected in the southeast corner of the 

North Queen Street section on May 25, 2007.  There is no known record of a flagpole in the 

cemetery prior to that date. 

 

Grave Markers 

The North Queen Street section contains 79 separate grave markers, including 3 limestone field 

stone without any discernable carvings (there are also other fieldstones present in the cemetery 

which are no longer upright and which may have served as markers), 1 cinder block headstone, 

52 marble headstones, and 23 footstones.  Some of the headstones and footstones lack their 

complimenting markers, and there are several instances where footstones have been reset apart 

from their corresponding headstone.  With the exception of the limestone fieldstones and the 

cinder block, all of the marker in the North Queen Street section are marble. The headstones 

represent a variety of styles, including tablets, die-on-base, lawn style, and die-in-socket 

markers. Twenty of the markers are government-issued markers awarded to Civil War veterans, 

seventeen of which are a county-issued die-on-base design and three are tablets.  
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The Locust Grove section contains 84 headstones, 11 footstones, and one sunken marker 

that could not be distinguished as a headstone or footstone.  The markers in the Locust Grove 

section have much greater variety of materials, including marble and granite tombstones, brass 

plates, temporary markers provided by funeral parlors, and cinder blocks.  The Locust Grove 

Cemetery also has instances of multiple individuals listed on a single tombstone as well as 

multiple tombstones for a single individual.   The headstones styles represented in the Locust 

Grove section include, die-on-base (marble and granite), lawn style (both granite and brass 

Veterans Administration issue), plaque style, a pillow-style marker, one marble marker carved to 

resemble a log.  Fourteen of the markers are government-issued, including three granite, lawn-

style markers, four brass lawn-style markers, and seven marble die-on-base markers. 

A map identifying the location of all markers, transcriptions of their inscriptions, and 

photographs of the markers can be found in the following pages
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MAP OF MARKERS IN THE  NORTH QUEEN ST./LOCUST GROVE CEMETERY  

 
Map #  Inscription  Map #  Inscription 

1  Mary Fletcher  44  - 

2  Robert Green  45  H.J. 

3  Richard Green  46  Cyrus Bushrod 

4  Barney Augustus Burke 46A  B. 

5  Henry Montrose Burke 47  George Landey 

6  Lewis Holms  48  G. 

7  Ellen R. Davis  49  Eliza Jones Deadford 

8  L. H.   51  (lamb) 

8A  (fieldstone)  53  Hannah Baker 

9  ?. C.   54  Richard Baker 

10  G. A.   55  Benjamin T. Rinker 

11  Geary Addison  56  Benjamin Washington 

12  Rebecca E. Gross  57  H.B. 

13  Samuel Cotton  57A(1)  E.M.S. (1) 

13A  S. C.   57A(2)  E.M.S. (2) 

14  John Boles  58  Joseph Lane 

15  Mary E. Smith  59  J.L. 

16  Sarah Jones Rhodes Carter 60  S.W. 

17  William Carter  61  Bettie Washington 

18  Edward N. Baker  62  "INFANT" Gross 

19  James H. Baker  63  M.D. 

20  Marshal Dixon  64  Wilson Carmichael 

21  E.N.B.   65  B.W. 

22  (fieldstone)  66  D.W. 

23  Henry J. Galloway  67  Samuel Wright 

24  Kezia H. Spencer  68  Louisa Watson Wright 

25  Levi Richardson  69  Daniel Wright 

26  Dawson Draper  70  - 

26A  Lena Luca Wilson  71  Joseph L. Robinson 

27  Robert Curtis  72  Mary Addison 

28  J. E. Holliday  73  ?.L.I. 

29  J.E.H.   74  Joseph Stephenson 

30  Jane Williams  75  Joseph Rideout 

31  Mary C. Wilson  75A  (fieldstone) 

32  -. W.   76  - (Paris Wilson) 

33  Washington Robinson 76A  (submerged stone?) 

34  C.   77  John Shirk 

35  W.R.   78  James H. Shirk 

36  J.W.   79  Eugene W. Harper 

37  P.S.   80  James A. Coleman 

38  Henry Johnston  81  Paul Alexander Tondee 

39  Preston Smith  82  - (Barney Hill) 

40  Jesse Wilson  83  Eleanor K. London 

41  William Wilson  84  John A. Rideout 

42  L.W.   85  Margaret S. Kaiser 

43  Letitia Webb  86  Helen M. Nocho 

       



79 

 

Map # Inscription Map # Inscription 

87  Garfield J. and Sarah A. Lane 125  Rev. Edward Holman 

88  Clarence O. Burls  126  Charles E. Shepherd 

89  Avis Lane   127  George B. Shepherd 

90  Earnest F. Beasley  127A  S 

91  Palmer Lane  128  Fannie H. Shepherd 

92  Clement B. and Ella Mae Nocho 129  William H. Bollard 

93  Frank Robinson  130  Ruth A. Green 

94  John Boles  131  - 

95  Howard A. Wright  132  David H. and Anna B. Baker 

96  Emma M. Wright  133  Mary Ellen Baker 

97  Samuel A. Wright  134  Nannie A. Baker 

98  Margaret Sheaffer  135  Rev. John T. Daniels 

99  Margaret I. Sheaffer  136  Danelle R. Thomas 

100  George W. and Sarah S. Fry 137  June A. Dorsey 

101  Laura B. Hinton  138  Richard C. White 

102  H.   139  Margaret E. Burl 

103  John W. Hinton  140  Lucy D. and George J. Washington 

104  Richard L. Hinton  141  Charles H. Whiting 

105  Stephen D. Corbin  142  C.S. 

106(1)  
Homer I. Jackson 
(1)  143  - (footstone) 

106(2)  
Homer I. Jackson 
(2)  144  - (footstone) 

107  Paul C. and Elizabeth Nocho 145  M.E.B. 

108  Paul Clement Jr. 146  N.A.B. 

109  Harriet S. Coleman,   147(1)  
Sarah K. "Teen" Nocho Burke 
Murphy 

  Sarah Coleman Wright 147(2)  
Sarah K. "Teen" Nocho Burke 
Murphy 

  
Alice Coleman 
Smith  148  Elenor B. and Carl J. Nocho 

110  Harriet Shirk Coleman 149  Margaret A. Rideout Moore 

111  George S. and Eliza Russ Wilson 150  Thomas E. Moore 

112  W   151  Jennie M. Sheaffer 

113  Bessie Lane  152  Maria Russ 

114  Daniel Collins  153  Lila Jane Russ 

114A  W   154  Rev. Joseph Robinson 

115  Mary Wright Collins  155  Robert S. and Dorothy M. Peyton 

116  George Charles Collins 156  Samuel S. and Clara M. Pickens 

117  David F. and Alonzo J. Coleman 157  Samuel Nelson Arter 

118  Sarah J. Shirk  158  Nannie M. Arter 

119  Ethel M. Jackson  159  Sadie Arter 

120  Alexander Coleman  160  
Rev. James R. and Florence R. 
White 

121  
Sarah Burk 
Moseley  161  J.C. Jones, Sr. 

122  Naomi M. Robinson  162  Joseph Rideout 

123  Robert Joseph Robinson, III 163  L.J.R. 

124  Leonard C. Boles  164  L.B.H. 
 
  

I 
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Map # Inscription 

165  M.B.W.      

166  Romaine D. Chase     

167  
Esther K. and Rev. James L. 
White    

168  William Mosley, Sr.     

169  Sarah C. Carter     

169A  Da..  C..r..     

170  Alexander B. Westcot    

171  Luke and Sarah J. Westcot    

172  Mother      

172A  plot marker "B"     

173  Lucy Massey     

174  David Barnett     

175  John A. Barnet     

175A  plot marker "B"     

176  William C. Meily     

177  Gladys E. Meily     

177A  plot marker "W"     

177B  plot marker "B"     

178  Margaret Barnett     

179  John H. Barnett     

180  Lizzie L. Clark     

180A  plot marker "B"     

181  Albert Draper     

182  Frank Branson     

183  William Draper     

184(1)  Walter Massey (1)     

184(2)  Walter Massey (2)     

185  Jennie Snavely     

186  Myrtle Smith     

187  William Smith     

188  M.R.      
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TRANSCRIPTIONS AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF ALL KNOWN MARKERS 

NORTH QUEEN STREET SECTION (All photographs taken by David Maher) 

 

# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

1 Fletcher, Mary H. MARY H. 

FLETCHER 

JUNE 14. 1880 

DEC. 6, 1905 

 

2 Green, Robert 

 
ROBERT GREEN 

SERGT. CO. E 

127
TH

. REGT. 

U.S. COL. TROOPS. 

DIED 

APRIL 25, 1894. 

AGED 59 YEARS. 

 

3 Green, Richard  FATHER 

RICHARD GREEN 

DIED 

JULY 18, 1885 

AGED 

56 YEARS 

Gathered in a good  

old age to the asse 

mbly of the righteous 

 
4 Burke, Barney Augustus BARNEY 

AUGUSTUS  

BURKE 

BORN 

July 23, 1856 

DIED 

May 11, 1906 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

5 Burke, Henry Montrose HENRY 

MONTROSE 

BURKE 

Born Aug. 13, 1853 

DIED 

Apr. 28, 1899 

AGED 

45 yrs. 8 mos.15 ds. 

 
6 Holms, Lewis LEWIS HOLMS 

127TH REGT. 

PENNA. VOLS. 

DIED 

May 3, 1914 

AGED 78 

YEARS 

 
7 Davis, Ellen ELLEN R. DAVIS 

WIFE OF 

GEORGE A. 

BARNES, SR. 

BORN 

Dec. 25, 1828 

Died Jun. 17, 1893 

AGED 

64 yrs 22 days 

 

In thee, O Lord have I 

[illegible] 
 

8 Unknown None 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

8(2) footstone (Lewis Holms) L.H. 

 
9 footstone (Cotton?) Part of letters--S? and 

full C visible. ) 

 
10 footstone (Geary Addison) G. A.  

 
11 Addison, Geary GEARY 

ADDISON 

Died 

July 30, 1887 

AGED 

?6 yrs. 4 mos. & 

13 dys. 

Peacefully rest. 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

12 Gross, Rebecca REBECCA E. 

Daughter of 

Harry & Ella 

GROSS 

DIED 

Aug. 2, 1893 

Aged 1 M. 16 D. 

 
13 Cotton, Samuel SAMUEL 

COTTON 

Co. L. 2nd Regt. 

U.S. Cav. 

Col. Vols. 

DIED 

Jan. 22, 1901 

Aged 55 years. 

 
14 Boles, John JOHN BOLES 

Pri. Co. B. 43 

U.S. Col. Inf. 

BORN 

Mar. 2, 1834 

DIED 

Oct. 15, 1882 

 
15 Smith, Mary E. MARY E. 

Wife of 

JOHN Y. SMITH 

1848 - 1918 

AT REST 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

16 Carter, Sarah Jane Rhodes SARAH JANE 

RHODES 

Wife of  

WM. CARTER 

Born Sept. 17, 1845 

Died Apr. 18, 1911 

Aged 66 yrs, 4 mos. 

 
17 Carter, William WILLIAM 

CARTER 

Co. B. 25 Regt. Pa. 

Vol. Inf. 

Born Dec, 15, 1841 

Died Aug. 7 1918 

Aged 78 yrs 7 mos. 

And 22 days 

 
18 Baker, Edward N. EDWARD N. 

Son of 

RICHARD & 

HANNAH 

BAKER. 

Died Apr. 30. 

1899 

AGED 

48 yrs. 10 mos. 15 

ds. 
 

19 Baker, James H. JAMES H. 

Son of Richard & 

Hannah 

BAKER 

Died March 19, 

1882 

Aged 

34 yrs. 5 mos. 11 

dys. 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

20 Dixon, Marshall MARSHALL DIXON 

Co. G. 32nd Regt. 

US. Col. 

Infantry Vols. 

DIED 

APR. 3, 1915 

AGED 70 YEARS 

 
21 footstone (Edward N. Baker) E.N.B 

 
22 Unknown 

(fieldstone) 

None 

 
23 Galloway, Henry HENRY J. 

GALLOWAY 

Private Co. H 55th. 

REGT. 

MASS. VOL. INFTY. 

DIED  

FEB 28, 1895, 

AGED 55 YEARS 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

24 Spencer, Kezia H. KEZIA H. SPENCER 

DIED 

Nov. 28, 1885 

AGED 

51 yrs. 1 month 

28 days 

 
25 Richardson, Levi LEVI 

RICHARDSON 

Private Co. B 

127th Regt. Inft. Vols. 

DIED 

Nov. 8, 1904 

In his 68th year 

 

 
26 Draper, Dawson DAWSON  

DRAPER 

1826-1904 

 
26A Lucas, Leana LEANA 

Wife of J.W. 

LUCAS 

Died Sept.25
th

 

[broken] 

Aged 48 yrs. [broken] 

96 ds. 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

27 Curtis, Robert ROBERT  

CURTIS 

DIED 

Dec. 22 1906 

In His 70th year 

 
28 Holliday, J.E. J.E. HOLLIDAY 

Co. E 

127th U.S.C Inf 

DIED 

Apr. 17, 1881 

AGED 

53 yrs. 8 mos. 

15 days 

 
29 footstone (J.E. Holiday) J.E.H. 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

30 Williams, Jane JANE  

WILLIAMS 

DIED 

Nov. 18, 1910 

In her 90 year 

 
31 Wilson, Mary C. MARY C. 

Daughter of  

ISAAC & 

CATHARINE 

WILSON 

Born July 3, 1873 

DIED 

July 1, 1890 

 
32 footstone   ?.  W. 

 
33 Robinson, Washington WASHINGTON 

ROBINSON 

Co. H. 24th Regt. 

Colored Infantry 

DIED 

Nov. 5, 1893 

Aged 70 years 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

34 footstone (unknown) C. 

 
35 footstone (Washington 

Robinson?) 

W. R. 

 
36 footstone (Jane Williams?) J.W. 

 
37 footstone (Preston Smith?) P.S. 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

38 Johnston, Henry HENRY 

JOHNSTON 

DIED 

MAY 8, 1918 

AGED 75 

YEARS 

At Rest 

 
39 Smith, Preston PRESTON 

SMITH 

DIED 

Sept. 2, 1900 

AGED 

57 years 

 

At Rest 

 
40 Wilson, Jesse MY HUSBAND 

JESSE WILSON 

DIED 

July 23, 1884 

AGED 

51 yrs, 2 mos, 8 days 

???? 

 
41 Wilson, William WILLIAM WILSON 

Died Feb. 23, 1868 

Aged 35 yrs. 5 mo. 

and 9 days. 

 

He died in the 

triumph of faith. 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

42 L. W. L. W. 

 
43 Webb, Letitia LETITIA 

WIFE OF 

NELSON WEBB 

DIED 

April 16, 1901 

AGED 

65 years 

 
44   

 
45 H.J. H.J. 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

46 Bushrod, Cyrus CYRUS 

BUSHROD 

CO H 137 REGT. 

PA. VOLS. 

BORN 

Aug. 25, 1847 

DIED 

MAR. 13, 1912 

 
47 Landey, George GEORGE 

LANDEY 

CORPORAL Co. I 

22nd REGT 

U.S. COl. 

TROOPS 

DIED 

JUNE 29, 1895 

AGED 72 YRS. 28 

DYS. 
 

48 G. G. 

 
49 Jones, Eliza ELIZA JONES 

WIFE OF 

DAVID 

DEADFORD 

Born Oct. 12, 1822 

Died Oct. 12, 1869 

AGED 47 Years 

Soon shall we meet 

again/Meet ne‘er to 

sever/Soon will 

peace uncoil her 

chain/Round us 

forever. 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

50 Number skipped   

51   

 
52 Number skipped   

53 Baker, Hannah OUR MOTHER 

HANNAH 

BAKER 

Born Jan, 1803 

DIED 

Dec 5, 1896 

Aged 94 years 

 

Lord though hast 

been our refuge  

from one 

generation  

to another 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

54 Baker, Richard OUR FATHER 

RICHARD 

BAKER 

Born March 1797 

Died Sept 26, 

1879 

Aged 82 years & 

6 mos. 

 
55 Rinker, Benjamin BENJAMIN T. 

RINKER. 

BORN SEPT. 21. 

1857. 

DIED AUG. 16. 

1918. 

 

Asleep in Jesus 

 
56 Washington, Benjamin BENJAMIN 

WASHINGTON 

DIED 

OCT. 11. 1918 

AGED 

66 Y. 4 M. 26 D 

 
57 H. B. H. B. 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

57A E.M. E.M. 

 
58 Lane, Joseph JOSEPH  

LANE 

PVT 

CO G 

22 REGT 

US COL VOL 

INF 

CIVIL WAR 

MAY 29, 1894 

 
59 J. L. J. L. 

 
60 S. W. S. W. 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

61 Washington, Bettie BETTIE  

WASHINGTON 

DIED 

AUG. 18. 1919 

AGED 

60 Y. 4 M. 25D. 

 
62 Gross INFANT 

Daughter of 

Harry & Ella 

GROSS 

BORN 

Feb. 8. 1892 

 
63 M.D. M.D. 

 
64 Carmichael, Wilson WILSON 

CARMICHAEL 

U.S. MARINE 

CORPS 

 



99 

 

 

# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

65 B.W. B.W. 

 
66 D. W. D. W. 

 
67 Wright, Samuel SAMUEL 

WRIGHT 

Serg. Co. E 127 

Regt. Pa. Vol. Inf. 

BORN 

OCT. 5 1836 

DIED 

Nov. 3 1920 

 
68 Watson, Louisa OUR MOTHER 

LOUISA 

WATSON 

wife of 

SAMUEL 

WRIGHT. SR 

Born 

June 5, 1846. 

Died 

Nov. 18, 1915.  

Aged 69 Yrs. 5 

Mo. 13 Ds. 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

69 Wright, Daniel Sgt D. Wright 

Co. A 

21
st
 U.S. C. Inf. 

 
70   

 
71 Robinson, Joseph Joseph L. 

Robinson 

Private Co. B 25. 

Regt. 

U.S. Col. Troops 

DIED 

Oct. 23. 1899, 

Aged 55 years 2 

mos. 

7 dys. 
 

72 Addison, Mary Our Mother 

MARY 

Wife of 

Robert Adddison  

DIED 

Feb. 11, 1881 

Aged [not legible] 

[3 lines not 

legible] 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

73 I. ? L. I. I. ? L. I. 

 
74 Stephenson, Joseph JOS. 

STEPHENSON 

Co. H 

22d U.S.C. INF 

 
75 Rideout, Joseph JOSEPH 

RIDEOUT 

CO H. 22 REGT. 

U.S.C.T. VOL. 

INF. 

DIED 

MAY 18, 1920 

AGED  

79 YRS. 1 MO. 

18 DS 
 

76 Wilson, Paris Jacob  
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

77 Shirk, John JOHN SHIRK 

PRIVATE CO. 

K. 54 REGT 

MASS. INFT. 

DIED 

FEB. 20. 1913 

AGED 

69 YRS. 8 

MOS. 28 DS 

 
78 Shirk, James JAMES H. 

SHIRK 

PRIVATE CO. 

H 55 REGT 

MASS. INFT. 

VOLS. 

DIED 

MAR. 1, 1913 

AGED 

72 YRS. 8 MOS 

27 DS.  

 



103 

 

TRANSCRIPTIONS AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF ALL KNOWN MARKERS 

LOCUST GROVE SECTION 

 

79 Harper, Eugene W. EUGENE W. 

HARPER 

JULY                            

MARCH 

15, 1943                       

19, 1973 

 
80 Coleman, James A. JAMES A. 

COLEMAN 

AUG. 7, 1881 

FEB. 28, 1962 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

81 Tondee, Paul Alexander PAUL 

ALEXANDER 

TONDEE 

PENNSYLVANIA 

AIC 

1 CIVIL ENGR 

SQ AF 

APRIL 27 1939 

SEPTEMBER 10 

1963 
 

82 Hill, Barney  no inscription 

 
83 London, Eleanor K. ELEANOR K. 

LONDON 

1912                    

1999 

 
84 Rideout, John A. JOHN A. 

RIDEOUT 

1932                

2002 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

85 Kiser, Margaret S. and 

Coleman Theodore F. 

AT REST 

MARGARET S.      

KISER  

JUNE 17, 1863 

OCT 27, 1942 

THEODORE F. 

COLEMAN               

JULY 6, 1884 

JUNE 25, 1940 
 

86 Nocho, Helen M. MOTHER 

HELEN M. 

NOCHO 

NOV. 5, 1926 

JAN. 3, 1997 

REST IN PEACE 

 
87 Lane, Garfield J. and Sarah            

A. 

FATHER                      

GARFIELD J. 

LANE     

BORN AUG. 7, 

1884               

DIED OCT. 16, 

1936             

MOTHER 

SARAH A. HIS 

WIFE 

BORN 

APR. 25, 1886 

DIED 

MAR. 16, 1932 

LANE                                                                      

 

88 Burls, Clarence O. AT REST 

CLARENCE O. 

BURLS 

FEB. 5, 1905 

APR. 9, 1937 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

89 Lane, Avis LANE 

MOTHER 

AVIS LANE 

MAR. 11, 1885 

MAY 25, 1966 

 
90 Beasley, Earnest F. ERNEST F. 

BEASLEY 

PENNSYLVANIA 

PFC 36 CONST 

CO 

SIGNAL CORPS 

WORLD WAR I 

MAY 2 1893 

AUGUST 6 1966 

 
91 Lane, Palmer PALMER LANE 

FEBRUARY 3, 

1891 

MARCH 25, 1961 

 
92 Nocho, Clement B. 

and Ella Mae 

NOCHO 

1871 CLEMENT 

B.  1947 

HIS WIFE 

1871 ELLA MAE  

1966 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

93 Robinson, Frank and 

Boles, Vinia N. 

ROBINSON 

FRANK 

ROBINSON 

APR. 10, 1885 

VINIA N. BOLES 

HIS WIFE 

MAR. 7, 1888 

AUG. 6, 1941 

 
94 Boles, John and Mark E. JOHN BOLES 

1848 - 1940 

MARY E. - HIS 

WIFE 

1853 - 1943 

BOLES 

 
95 Wright, Howard A. HOWARD A. 

WRIGHT 

JULY 29, 1905 

SEPT 21, 1975 

 
96 Wright, Emma M. MOTHER 

EMMA M. 

WIFE OF 

SAMUEL A. 

WRIGHT 

JAN. 11, 1882 

APR. 24, 1943 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

97 Wright, Samuel A. WRIGHT 

 

FATHER 

SAMUEL A. 

WRIGHT 

MAR. 15, 1865 

DEC. 1, 1939 

 
98 Sheaffer, Margaret GRANDMOTHER 

MARGARET 

SHEAFFER 

NOV. 13, 1889 

JAN. 2, 1960 

 
99 Sheaffer, Margaret 

I. 

DAUGHTER 

MARGRET I. 

DAU OF 

A.M & M.C. 

SHEAFFER 

APR. 27, 1908 

JUNE 27, 1936 

 
100 Fry, George W. 

and Sarah S. 

FRY 

HUSBAND                 

GEORGE W.              

1874-1958                  

WIFE 

SARAH S. 

1889-19 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

101 Hinton, Laura B. AUNT 

LAURA B.  

HINTON 

MAY 1, 1876 

MAR 21, 1939 

 
102 H. H. 

 
103 Hinton, John W. JOHN W. 

HINTON 

Pr. Co. C 127 

Regt. Pa. Inf. 

BORN 

MAR. 11, 1843 

DIED  

FEB. 20, 1932. 

 
104 Hinton, Richard L. 

 

 

RICHARD L. 

HINTON 

PVT. CO. H 

368TH REG. 

1891 - 1957 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

105 Corbin, Stephen D. STEPHEN D 

CORBIN 

CPL 

US MARINE 

CORPS 

SEP 21 1950 

MAR 28 1975 

 
106 Jackson, Homer I. JACKSON 

HOMER I. 

JACKSON 

PFC. 3240 QM. 

W. W. 2 

1914 – 1961 

 

Second marker: 

HOMER I. 

JACKSON 

PFC 3240 QM 

WWII 1914-

1961 

 

107 Nocho, Paul C. and 

Elizabeth 

NOCHO 

1900 PAUL C. 

1967 

HIS WIFE 

1895 

ELIZABETH 

1957 

 
108 Nocho, Paul C. Jr. PAUL 

CLEMENT 

NOCHO JR 

PFC US ARMY 

WORLD WAR 

II 

JUN 19 1924   

JUN 5 1984  
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

109 Coleman, Harriet S. 

Wright, Sarah 

Coleman 

Smith, Alice Coleman 

HARRIET S. 

COLEMAN 

1881 - 1950 

SARAH 

COLEMAN 

WRIGHT 

1913 - 1954 

ALICE 

COLEMAN 

SMITH 

1908- 1993 
 

110 Coleman, Harriet 

Shirk 

MOTHER 

HARRIET 

SHIRK 

COLEMAN 

1881 - 1950 

 
111 Wilson, George S. 

and Eliza Russ 

WILSON 

GEORGE S. 

WILSON 

OCT. 15, 1868 

ELIZA RUSS 

HIS WIFE 

JUNE 16, 1875 

NOV. 26, 1938 

 
112 W W 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

113 Lane, Bessie LANE 

BESSIE LANE 

1886 - 1962 

 
114 Collins, Daniel 

Lane, Nora E. 

DANIEL 

COLLINS 

1877-1960 

NORA E. LANE 

HIS WIFE 

1879-1942 

 
114A W W 

 
115 Collins, Mary Wright MARY WRIGHT 

COLLINS 

AUG. 14, 1902 

MAR. 7, 1965 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

116 Collins, George Charles GEORGE 

CHARLES 

COLLINS 

PENNSYLVANIA 

PVT 

803 PIONEER 

INF 

WORLD WAR 1 

DECEMBER 19 

1894 

JANUARY 28 

1957 

 

117 Coleman, David F. and 

Alonzo J. 

COLEMAN 

DAVID F.                    

ALONZO J. 

1904 - 1981                  

1909 - 1956 

 
118 Shirk, Sarah J. SARAH J. SHIRK 

FEB. 14 1848 

SEPT. 1, 1927 

 
119 Jackson, Ethel M. MOTHER 

ETHEL M. 

JACKSON. 

Born Apr. 24, 

1890 

DIED 

Oct. 26, 1927. 

 



114 

 

 

# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

120 Coleman, 

Alexander 

ALEXANDER 

COLEMAN 

PENNSYLVANIA 

PVT. 568 INF 

92 DIV 

SEPTEMBER 7, 

1892 

SEPTEMBER 21, 

1945 

 
121 Moseley, Sarah 

Burk 

SARAH BURK 

MOSELEY 

1871 - 19 

 
122 Robinson, Naomi 

M. 

MOTHER 

NAOMI M. 

ROBINSON 

FEB. 4, 1916 

NOV. 27, 1994 

 
123 Robinson, Robert 

Joseph III 

ROBINSON 

ROBERT 

JOSEPH III 

SGT. CO. L. 21st 

INF. REGT. 

1932-1955 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

124 Boles, Leonard C. Jr. FATHER 

LEONARD C. 

BOLES JR 

1910 - 1971 

 
125 Holman, Edward HOLMAN 

REV. EDWARD 

HOLMAN 

1880 - 1952 

 
126 Shepherd, Charles E. CHARLES E. 

SHEPHERD 

BORN 

FEB. 27, 1864 

DIED 

OCT. 8, 1926 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

127 Shepherd, George B. SON 

GEORGE B. 

SHEPHERD  

BORN 

MAY 14, 1906 

DIED 

JULY 1, 1928 

 
128 Shepherd, Fannie H. MOTHER 

FANNIE H. 

SHEPHERD 

BORN 

DEC. 24, 1881 

DIED 

AUG. 23, 1964 

 
129 Ballard, William H. HUSBAND 

WILLIAM H.  

BALLARD 

JULY 29, 1877 

MAR. 26, 1935 

 
130 Green, Ruth A. MOTHER 

RUTH A. 

GREEN 

BORN 

FEB. 7, 1861 

DIED 

MAY 4, 1927 

 



117 

 

 

# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

131 Number skipped—no marker   

132 Baker, David H. and Anna B. B 

DAVID H. 

BAKER 

FEB. 20, 1866 

MAY. 30, 1937 

ANNA B. HIS 

WIFE 

JAN. 19, 1871 

OCT. 11, 1936 

BAKER 
 

133 Baker, Mary Ellen MARY ELLEN 

BAKER 

BORN 

SEPT. 31, 1862 

DIED 

SEPT. 17, 1927 

 
134 Baker, Nannie A. NANNIE A. 

BAKER 

BORN 

OCT. 11, 1867 

DIED 

JUNE 25, 1928 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

135 Daniels. John T. REV. JOHN T. 

DANIELS 

JUNE 21, 1894 

MAY 12, 1936 

 
136 Thomas, Danelle R. DANELLE R. 

THOMAS 

 

1981 

1998 

 
137 Dorsey, June A. JUNE A. 

DORSEY 

 

1920 

1996 

 
138 White, Richard C. RICHARD C. 

WHITE 

FEB. 22 1941               

SEPT. 16 1991 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

139 Burl, Margaret E. MARGARET E. 

BURL 

"MAGGIE" 

DEC. 5, 1904 - 

JULY 7, 1992 

 
140 Washington, George J. and 

Lucy D. 

WASHINGTON 

MOTHER                   

LUCY D.                     

1907-1984                  

FATHER 

GEORGE J. 

1897-1980 

 
141 Whiting, Charles H. CHARLES H. 

WHITING 

PVT US ARMY 

WORLD WAR II 

MAR 5 1923       

MAY 16 1994 

 
142 C. S. C.      S. 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

143  [footstone] 

 
144  [footstone] 

 
145 M. E. B. M.     E.      B. 

 
146 N. A. B. N.   A.   B. 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

147 Murphy, Sarah K. N. 

B. 

(1st Stone) 

TEEN 

BELOVED 

MOTHER 

WIFE 

SISTER 

 

(2nd Stone) 

SARAH K. 

"TEEN" 

NOCHO 

BURKE 

MURPHY 

MAY 26, 1930 

SEPT 9, 1995 

 

148 Nocho, Carl J. and 

Elnor B. 

NOCHO 

MOTHER                      

ELNOR B                      

1911-1988                     

FATHER 

CARL J. 

1902-1968                  

  

149 Moore, Margaret A. 

M. 

MARGARET A 

RIDEOUT 

MOORE  

MAR. 23, 1899 

DEC. 11, 1972 

 
150 Moore, Thomas E. THOMAS E. 

MOORE 

        US ARMY  

        KOREA 

MAR. 23, 1916 

JAN. 10, 2003 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

151 Sheaffer, Jennie M. JENNIE M.  

SHEAFFER 

1886-1935 

 
152 Russ, Maria MOTHER 

MARIA RUSS 

BORN 

MAR. 31, 1851 

DIED 

APR. 11 1929 

 
153 Russ, Lila Jane RUSS 

LILA JANE 

RUSS 

BORN 

JUNE 22, 1886 

DIED 

MARCH 26, 

1923 

 
154 Robinson, Joseph REV. JOSEPH 

ROBINSON 

JAN. 12, 1866 - 

FEB. 6, 1963 

LOVE 

BERT, JUNE, 

EDNA, GERTE 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

155 Peyton, Robert S. and 

Dorothy 

PEYTON 

ROBERT S.           

1917-1975             

DOROTHY 

1914-1972 

 
156 Pickens, Samuel S. and 

Clara M. 

PICKENS 

FATHER 

SAMUEL S. 

1891-1973 

MOTHER 

CLARA M.  

1897-1947 

 
157 Arter, Samuel Nelson SAMUEL 

NELSON 

ARTER. 

BORN 

MAR. 15, 1856 

DIED 

AUG. 8, 1922 

 
158 Arter, Nannie M. NANNIE M. 

ARTER 

BORN 

DEC. 3, 1861 

DIED NOV. 17, 

1934 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

159 Arter, Sadie SADIE ARTER 

 
160 White, James R. 

and Florence R. 

WHITE 

1867 REV. 

JAMES R. 1952 

HIS WIFE 

1881 FLORENCE 

R. 1954 

 
161 Jones, J.C. HUSBAND & 

FATHER 

J. C. JONES SR. 

JULY 8                   

APR. 11 

1940                      

2001 

 
162 Rideout, Joseph JOSEPH 

RIDEOUT 

PENNSYLVANIA 

CPL 303 

STEVEDOR 

REGT 

WORLD WAR I 

APRIL 12 1894  

JULY 3 1968 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

163 L. J. R. L.      J.      R. 

 
164 L. B. H. L.      B.      H. 

 
165 M. B. W. M.      B.      W. 

 
166 Chase, Romaine D. ROMAINE D. 

CHASE 

1890-1945 

 
 



126 

 

 

# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

167 White, James L and 

Esther K. 

WHITE  

WIFE                 

ESTHER K.       

1889-1939         

HUSBAND 

REV. JAMES L. 

1888-1952 

 
168 Mosley, William Sr. WILLIAM 

MOSLEY SR. 

DIED MAY 6, 

1939 

AGE 65 YRS 

 
169 Carter, Sarah G. DARLING 

 

SARAH G. 

DAU. OF 

D. E & A. I. 

CARTER 

NOV. 23, 1913 

JULY 1, 1935 

 
170 Westcot, Alexander 

B. 

ALEXANDER 

B. WESTCOT 

SEPT. 1, 1889 

OCT. 4, 1967 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

171 Westcott, Luke and 

Sarah J. 

LUKE 

WESTCOTT 

MAR. 15, 1849 

SARAH J. HIS 

WIFE 

FEB. 22, 1848 - 

APR. 24, 1924 

WESTCOTT 

 
172  MOTHER 

 
173 Massey, Lucy MOTHER 

LUCY 

MASSEY 

WIFE OF  

DAVID 

BARNETT 

1872-1944 

 
174 Barnett, David BARNETT 

DAVID 

BARNETT 

1881 - 1949 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

175 Barnet, John A. JOHN A. 

BARNET 

Co. B 3 Regt. 

U.S. Col. Inf. 

BORN 

MAY 20, 1845 

DIED 

MAR. 9, 1925 

 
176 Meily, William C. WILLIAM C. 

MEILY 

1880             

1951 

 
177 Meily, Gladys E. GLADYS E. 

MEILY 

1911 - 1929 

 
178 Barnett, Margaret MARGARET 

BARNETT 

1872 - 1950 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

179 Barnett, John H. JOHN H  

BARNETT 

1863 - 1935 

 
180 Clark, Lizzie L. CLARK 

 

LIZZIE L. 

CLARK 

DIED FEB. 14, 

1932 

AT REST 

 
181 Draper, Albert ALBERT 

DRAPER 

BORN 

OCT. 15, 1885 

DIED 

MAR. 17, 1937 

 
182 Branson, Frank FRANK 

BRANSON 

1854 - 1926 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

183 Draper, William WILLIAM 

DRAPER 

1869 - 1932 

 
184 

(1) 

Massey, Walter WALTER 

MASSEY 

Private 9th 

Regiment of 

Cavalry 

Spanish American 

War 

Dec. 14, 1876 

Mar. 15, 1945 

 

  

184 

(2) 

Massey, Walter WALTER 

MASSEY 

PVT. CO. I 9TH 

CAL. 

1876 - 1945 

 
185 Snavely, Jennie MOTHER 

JENNIE 

SNAVELY 

MAR 23, 1844 

JAN. 2, 1902 
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# Name Inscription Marker Photo 

186 Myrtle Smith MYRTLE SMITH 

1887 – 1950 

 

 

 

 

 

  

187 Smith, William WILLIAM 

SMITH 

1877 - 1940 

 
188 M. R. M.R. 
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TOMBSTONE CONSERVATION WORK 

Conservation Efforts—Pre-2006 

 While it is likely that informal tombstone conservation efforts have been taking place at 

the cemetery for as long as it has existed, a major conservation began in 1949 through the efforts 

of local historian and newspaper man Bill Burkhart. His interest in the cemetery began in May 

1949, when he visited the cemetery with his youngest daughter Yvonne to place flags on the 

graves of the community‘s black Civil War veterans for the observance of Memorial Day.  

Over the next several years, Burkhart along with Belvin Banks and Homer Jackson reset ―19 

headstones on limestone masonry foundations.‖  Most of the tombstones Burkhart addressed 

were those of the Civil War veterans, though he did not record which stones he repaired.  In fact, 

the only stone that he specifically noted repairing was that of Eliza Deadford Jones, the oldest 

standing marker in the cemetery dating from 1869.
157

 

 Using the headstone of Eliza Deadford, it is possible 

to gain some important insights into Burkhart‘s approach to 

tombstone conservation.   As can be seen with the Deadford 

headstone, rocks and bricks were used to support the 

tombstone and then a generous quantity of concrete was 

applied between he supports and the marker to hold it in 

place. Additionally, Burkhart secured a number of smaller 

stones and footstones with a method known among 

gravestone conservators as ―puddling‖ where a hole is dug and then filled with wet cement. 

When the cement has hardened slightly, the tombstone is then inserted into the wet cement.  This 

                                                 
157

 Ibid. 

 Figure 1. Side view of the base of 

the Eliza Jones Deadford marker. 

showing puddling. 
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method is currently discouraged by the Association for Gravestone Studies because it can cause 

caustic salts to leach from the cement into the porous tombstone, accelerating breakdown of the 

stone, and because the firm hold of the cement can cause tombstones to break off at ground level 

when the markers are stressed.
158

  However, after approximately fifty years, most of the markers 

repaired by Burkhart seem to be in fine conditions.   

 However, the puddling method used by Burkhart did have some negative consequences 

for the cemetery. Some of the tombstones were not straight when the concrete hardened (this 

could have occurred at the time the stones were placed in the concrete, or the markers may have 

shifted as the concrete settled).  This is not simply an aesthetic concern, but the concrete and the 

lack of an upright position places additional pressure on the integrity of the stone itself and could 

increase the likelihood of a break at ground level.  A second problem caused by the puddling 

method is when the entire concrete mass shifts or sinks due to settling or shifting of the 

surrounding earth. In order to address the problem, a conservator is faced with either re-orienting 

a substantial and irregular mass of concrete or removing the concrete from the stone—a difficult 

and time-consuming process that may damage the stone if the concrete bonded to the stone‘s 

surface.  Last but not least, the puddling method makes it particularly difficult to reverse 

decisions made by earlier individuals working in the cemetery. This is particularly important as 

research in the cemetery has revealed that numerous footstones have been set in the incorrect 

locations, and many were set in concrete puddles. Removing the footstones from their concrete 

sockets will require extensive time and effort.   

 In addition to William Burkhart‘s efforts, there have been other attempts made by 

volunteers at the cemetery to address the problem of tombstones that have fallen over or become 

disconnected from their base.  John ―Bud‖ Rideout, a stone mason, continued to use puddling to 

                                                 
158

 NOTE; AGS source on puddling. 
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secure fallen tombstones as late as the summer of 2006.  Small, loose stones have also been used 

to keep the tombstones upright, often by wedging them between an uneven base and tombstone 

to provide a more-level surface.  Unfortunately, this temporary measure may have placed the 

stones in greater danger by making them more susceptible to breaks through falls. Large stones 

have been propped against the base of markers, and in some cases, secured in place with 

concrete.  Overall, the cemetery has experienced extensive and often ingenious efforts over its 

history to preserve the original tombstones and maintain them in their upright position against 

the forces of nature and humans.  And while these methods may not be recommended today as 

best practices, they succeeded in preserving many of the cemetery‘s most important physical 

assets—the tombstones—for nearly 150 years. 

 In the spring of 2005, the marble marker for Joseph Lane, a Civil War veteran who 

served in the 22
nd

 United States Colored Troops, was toppled and shattered by vandals.  Through 

the efforts of Matthew Whitsel of Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania, a new granite marker was 

ordered through the Veterans Administration.  On August 6, 2005, the remnants of the old 

marker from 1894 were removed through the efforts of the John ―Bud‖ Rideout, Sr.,  Dave Koser 

an employee of the Borough of Shippensburg, and Whitsel and the new Kentucky granite marker 

was erected.  Some of the remnants of the original marker were placed at the rear of the 

cemetery.
159

  

  

Tombstone Conservation Work—July-October 2006 

Steven Burg, Charles Evans, and David Maher devoted approximately 600 hours in the summer 

of 2006 to transcribing, measuring, mapping, photographing all the tombstones in the Locust 

Grove Cemetery and performing conservation work on tombstones in the North Queen Street 

                                                 
159

 ―Dale Herberlig, ―Civil War Vet‘s Damaged Marker Replaced,‖ Shippensburg Sentinel, 6 August 2005. 
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section.  Conservation work was completed on a total of 25 stones ranging from minor 

stabilization of leaning stones to complete resetting stones that had become unstable and 

detached from their bases.    
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North Queen Street Cemetery—Tombstone Conservation Summary (July-October 2006) 
Work was completed on 26 gravestones (21 markers and 5 footstones): 
 

Marker Tablet 

reset 

Level 

base 

Epoxy  

to 

base 

Needs 

new 

base 

Repair 

breaks 

Raise 

sinking 

Removed 

iron 

rods 

Excavated Cleaned Notes 

Robert 

Green 
 x x    x x(base) x Completed  

8/21/2006 

Richard 

Green 
 x x x  x x  x Completed 

7/31/2006 

Henry 

Burke 
 x x    x  x Completed  

7/26/2006 

Geary 

Addison 
 x*  x  x   x Completed 

7/31/2006 

Addison 

footstone 
x        x Completed 

7/19/2006 

S.C. 

footstone 
       x x Completed 

7/19/2006  

Samuel 

Cotton 

footstone 

       x 
(entirely 

unearthed) 

x Completed 

7/19/2006 

Rebecca 

Gross 
x        x Completed 

7/19/2006 

William 

Carter 
 x x    x  x Completed 

7/21/2006 

John Boles  x x    x  x Completed 

7/21/2006 

Mary Smith  x x  x  x  x Completed 

10/14/2006 

Keziah 

Spencer 
x        x Completed 

7/26/2006 

J.E. 

Holliday 
x        x Completed 

7/26/2006 

Jane 

Williams 
  x x    x  x Completed 

7/28/2006 

Robert 

Curtis 
x   x  x   x Completed 

8/21/2006 

Henry 

Johnston 
  x x  x   x Completed 

8/21/2006 

Preston 

Smith 
 x x    x  x Completed 

7/28/2006 

Letitia 

Webb 
x        x Completed 

7/31/2006 

L W 

footstone 
x        x Completed 

8/21/2006 

Bushrod 

Footstone  
x        x Completed 

7/21/2006 

Hannah 

Baker 
x    x  x x (base) x Completed  

8/21/2006 

Benjamin 

Rinker 
 x x     x  x Completed  

8/21/2006 

Samuel 

Wright 
 x x    x  x Completed 

10/14/2006 

Benjamin 

Washington 
x       x (base) x Completed 

8/21/2006 

Wilson 

Carmichael 
x        x Completed 

8/21/2006 

Mary 

Addison 
 x*       x Completed 

7/31/2006  

 *The tablets of Geary Addison and Mary Addison were set into socket bases secured a with limestone mortar. 
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Explanation of Conservation Procedures Undertaken at Locust Grove Cemetery by Steven Burg, David 

Maher and Charles Evans, July-October 2007 

 

Note:  All efforts were made to address the needs of particular stones with the lightest possible impact on the stones 

and the surrounding ground.  All measures taken to stabilize and secure the stones are reversible and should have no 

long-term negative impact on the stones. 

 

Tablet reset—a tablet is a form of marker designed to stand upright when 30-50% of the lower portion of the stone is 

anchored in the ground. Resetting usually involved excavating the stone, digging a hole to the desired depth, and 

then filling the hole with rocks and a 50-50 sand/gravel mixture tamped down to secure the stone. 

 

Level base—This procedure entailed removing a leaning monument from its base and then removing the base from 

the ground. A hole was dug 3-5 inches below the point where the bottom of the base would sit and the hole was 

filled with a 50-50 sand/gravel mixture that was tamped and leveled. The base was then reset on the level 

foundation. 

 

Epoxy to Base—Gravestones that were no longer secured to their bases were reattached to level based using Barre-

Pak epoxy after the stone and base had both been cleaned and old iron pins had been removed. The bottom surface 

of the stone (the point of contact) and the top surface of the base were first cleaned with denatured alcohol and 

acetone to ensure the surface was clean. 

 

Needs New Base—These stones were designed to be mounted on bases though no original bases could be found. 

New bases were poured from Quikrete concrete and set on level 50-50 sand/gravel foundations. In the case of Henry 

Johnston, an appropriately sized marble base that had been abandoned in the woods was re-used.  

 

Raise Sinking—These were stones set as tablet or footstones that had sunken into the ground so that all or part of 

their writing was below ground level. These were excavated and reset either as tablets or on bases depending on the 

type of marker and originally intended method of display. 

 

Iron Rods—Many of the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century tombstones were attached to their bases with 

mortar and supported by iron pins that were placed in holes drilled in the bottom of the stone and the top of the base. 

The pins were often secured to the holes with mortar. When the tombstones separated from their bases, the pins 

often broke leaving fragments in both the marker and base. In time, these pins rusted and grew in size, often forcing 

the surrounding stone to crack or split off entirely. Fragments of pins were removed by drilling out the pins, mortar, 

and small quantities of surrounding stone with a power drill. 

 

Excavate—Bases that had sunken partially or fully below the ground were excavated and reset. 

 

Cleaned—Stones with vegetative growth (lichen, algae, or moss) were treated with D/2  antimicrobial solution 

(produced by Cathedral Stone), followed by brushing with a soft plastic brush and multiple rinsing with water. Dirt 

and grime were removed with water and gentle brushing with plastic brushes.  Only water and D/2 were used to 

clean the stones. 

 

Tablets Mortared into Socket Bases—The tombstones of Geary Addison was a tablet that had lost a significant 

portion of its base, preventing it from being reset as a tablet without obscuring a portion of its inscription. A socket 

base was formed from Quikrete and then the tablet was set in the socket with a limestone mortar mixed from 8 parts 

sand to 1 part white Portland cement. Mary Addison was a tablet that had been loose-set in a socket base.  The tablet 

was secured in the socket base with the limestone mortar (8 parts sand to 1 part white Portland cement). 



138 

 

 

 

Report of Conservation Work Performed by Robert Mosko—May 2007 

 

Frank Robinson and Margaret Sheaffer were unstable due to being set with cement which had 

failed. I manually removed the impeding cement residue with a hammer and chisels. The 

wrought iron pins that were used to hold the dis in place had about a 1/4 to 1/2 inch cut off. 

Monument putty and setting cushions were used to reset the dis.  

  

Harriett S. Coleman was cut unevenly. The bottom left corner is sloped. I reset the di with color 

matched monument putty and cushions. The corner really should be packed with mortar.  

  

Sarah L. Shirk I did not do because she needs mortar in order to be reset.  

  

Ethel M. Jackson was reset with monument putty and cushions.  

  

George B. Shepherd had a broken corner which requires adhesive and mortar to repair and then 

reset. I didn't have the materials for that so she was left alone.  

  

Fannie H. Shepherd needs to be totally reset. I set the di with monument putty and cushions but 

the both setting surfaces really need to be grinded smooth. ( I didn't bring the tools required to do 

that with.)  

  

David H. and Anna B. Baker was reset with cushions and putty. The corner is broken out form it 

and needs mortar to assure permanence.  

  

Mary Ellen Baker, Nannie A. Baker, and Rev. John T. Daniels were all reset with cushions and 

putty after their pins were cut down 1/4 to 1/2 inch.  
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Appendix A: Locust Grove Cemetery Committee and “Real Regulars’ 

Locust Grove Cemetery Committee, 2007 

Officers: 

Carl Bell, President 

Mai Baltimore, Treasurer 

Nancy Hodges, Assistant Treasurer 

Carol Smith, Secretary 

Locust Grove Cemetery “Real Regulars” 2007 

Billy Bass & children 

Vincent Nocho 

Gerald Burke (Memorial Day Master of Ceremony) 

Julian Baltimore 

Gary Robinson 



140 

 

Appendix B: Selected Documents, Deeds and Maps 

 

Dr. Edward Simpson to William Simpson Deed (1829), The deed to the property adjoining the 

cemetery to the north describing that it borders on a ―burying ground for people of colour.‖ 

 

Edward Shippen Burd Deed (1842), The Manuscript copy of the Original Deed of Edward 

Burd to People of Color of Shippensburg, 17 June 1842, sworn before Cumberland County 

Justice George McGinnis. Shippensburg Historical Society, Shippensburg, PA 

 

Deed Purchasing the Locust Grove land from John Hosfeld (1922), Cumberland County 

Deed No.6903, John Hosfeld Et Ux to Locust Grove Cemetery Asso Et Al, dated February 22, 

1922, entered September 1, 1925, Cumberland County Recorder of Deeds Office, Carlisle, 

Pennsylvania. 

 

Trace Map of Shippensburg, Pennsylvania (c.1800), Map Drawer, Archives Room, 

Shippensburg Historical Society.   

 

Early Plot Plan of Shippensburg (c.1800) with names of 1763 property owners produced by 

Joel Frelin for the Shippensburg Historical Society, (1972)—based on the Trace Map of 

Shippensburg, Pennsylvania (c.1800) Shippensburg Historical Society.  Map Collections, Ezra 

Lehman Memorial Library, Shippensburg University, Shippensburg, Pennsylvania. 

 

Plan of Shippensburg (1858), Atlas of Cumberland County, Pennsylvania: From Actual 

Surveys H.F. Bridgens, reprint, (Originally published: Philadelphia : Wagner & McGuigan, 

1858, reprinted in Carlisle, PA: Cumberland County Historical Society, 1987). 

 

Map of Shippensburg (1872), An Atlas of Cumberland Co., Pennsylvania, From Actual Surveys 

by and Under the Direction of F. W. Beers. (New York: F.W. Beers Company, 1872) 

 

Sanborn Insurance Maps of Shippensburg, PA (1899, 1904,1910,1921,1929),Sanborn Map 

Company, Digital Sanborn Maps, 1867-1970, Map for Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, 1921 and 

January 1929-April 1949, Sheet 17,< http://sanborn.umi.com/> (Accessed on February 1, 2007). 

 

Locust Grove Cemetery and North Queen Street Cemetery Maps (1935), produced by the 

Pennsylvania State Adjutant Generals Office for the Veterans Grave Registration Record. Maps 

and Record at the Cumberland County Historical Society, Carlisle, PA. 

 

William Burkhart Map (August 1976), a map drawn by local historian William Burkhart 

indicating the location of veteran burials. The map also includes detailed measurements on the 

boundaries of the cemetery. 

 

http://sanborn.umi.com/

