MAT170: Statistics 

Course Syllabus

Fall 2008

Instructor:  Dr. Kate McGivney  

Office:  MCT 277

Phone:  477-1490

e-mail address:  kgmcgi@ship.edu 

website:  http://webspace.ship.edu/kgmcgi/
Course Goals: 

· To prepare you to be proficient in using statistics to analyze social science data.

· To understand how to collect data, organize data, and make inferences from data.

· To develop our problem solving and critical thinking skills.

· To enhance learning and understanding of statistical concepts through the integrated use of graphing calculators. 

· To enjoy the learning experience.

Office Hours: The following is a list of my office hours for this semester:

· Monday 2-3 p.m.

· Tuesday 9-9:30 a.m.

· Wednesday 12-1, 2-3 p.m. 

· Thursday 9-9:30 a.m.

  and by appointment.

I strongly encourage you to take advantage of my office hours.

Textbook: Statistics: The Arts and Science of Learning from Data by Alan Agresti and Chris Franklin (second edition) enhanced with MyMathLab published by Prentice Hall.
MyMathLab:  Our textbook for this course comes enhanced with My Math Lab which means that you will receive (with your textbook) a code to an online website http://www.coursecompass.com.  This site will allow you to complete homework assignments, work through practice exams, watch videos explaining how to do problems, see example problems worked out through computer animations, read the textbook online with direct links to practice problems and get connected with tutors over the phone.  

Doing the homework problems online will provided you with unlimited practice problems as well as provide you with step-by-step directions for completing the assignments.  Also, the computer will analyze your difficulties and produce a study plan just for you; this will allow me to see the problems you are working on and determine your difficulties.


If you would prefer a paper version of the text, you must purchase a NEW book so that you have access to the online materials. Students who feel very comfortable with computers may choose to by just the online code, as the entire textbook is included online.   

Registration:  Every student MUST register on the Course Compass website.  Our Course Name is MAT 170 – Fall 2008.  The directions to register are as follows:

Go to:  http://www.coursecompass.com/ccindex.html  Click on the “Register” button in the Students Section.  

You will need to provide a valid ship.edu email address, provide our course ID which is mcgivney44915
	

	
	


and, if you purchased the textbook, provide the student access code which was bundled with the book.  Be sure to use all CAPITAL letters when entering your student access code.  If you do not plan on purchasing the textbook, you can purchase the online access using your credit card.

Technology:  In the course we will be using the Texas Instruments TI-83/84 graphing calculator on an almost daily basis; therefore, all students are required to have a TI-83/84.  Other calculators simply do not have the capabilities to do the statistics that we will be learning and consequently you will be at a disadvantage if you do not have the TI-83/84.   

Expectations

· Attend class every day and be on time. 

· Silence all pagers, cell-phones, etc.

· Check your email and the class Course Compass website regularly.
· Prior to class, look over the previous material and the section to be covered.

· Be active in class, i.e. contribute to class and small group discussions.  

· Form study groups with classmates.

· Come see me as soon as you have questions.

· See the math department tutors in MAT 252 or the Learning Assistance Center tutors in the library if you need additional help.
· Be responsible for all class activities, announcements, and assignments if you should miss a class.

Evaluation of Students 

We will evaluate your work in the course through the following: 

· Homework:   There will be two types of homework problems assigned: text-book and online.  The on-line problems will be posted on the Course Compass site in the “Homework” section.  Homework will be assigned daily and must be completed by the assigned due date, which will be no longer than one week past the assigned date.  Note that Course Compass allows you to redo homework assignments as often as you wish until the due date for the assignment. In addition, I will also assign textbook problems for you to complete.  These problems will not be graded.  These problems will be in the “Assignments” section of Course Compass (in the “Textbook Homework Problems” section.)   It is expected that you will work through both sets of problems and ask for help in class, office hours or via email when the need arises. 
· Quizzes: There will be four quizzes during the semester.  Please see the Tentative Daily Schedule in the “Course Documents” area of Course Compass for the quiz dates.  Please note that NO make-up quizzes will be given for any reason; I will, however, allow you to drop your lowest quiz score.
· Exams: There will be three in-class exams during the semester and a cumulative final exam.  Make-up exams will be given only at the discretion of the instructor.  To be considered for a make-up exam you must have a well-documented excuse and contact me before the regularly scheduled exam.  

· Group Project.  Each group will develop and conduct a survey and then analyze the results both graphically and numerically as well as perform appropriate inference procedures.  In addition, each group will create a PowerPoint presentation that summarizes the results of their study and present their results during the last week of the semester.  More specifics regarding this project as well as a grading rubric will be distributed shortly.  
We will use the following grading scheme:

	Four Quizzes (lowest grade dropped) 
	15%

	Online Homework
	                    09%

	Group Project
	08%

	Three Exams (15% each)
	45%

	Final Exam
	23%


At the end of the semester, I will assign grades based on the following scale:

	Percentage
	93 -100
	90-92
	87-89
	83-86
	80-82
	77-79
	70-76
	60-69
	0-59

	Final Grade
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C+
	C
	D
	F


Accommodations can be made for students who, at the beginning of the semester, identify themselves to the instructor as having special needs.

Best wishes for a productive and enjoyable semester.
