ENG 271: LATINA/O LITERATURE IN THE UNITED STATES
MWEF, 1-10:50,

Spring, 2005
Dr. José L. Torres-Padilla Phone: 564-2413
Off. Hrs: MWF 10-11 AM or by appt. E-Mail: TorresJL(@Plattsburgh.edu

Office: 212 Champlain Valley Hall

Description of Course

This course offers an introduction to the literature produced by Latina/o writers in the United
States. From a transnational perspective, the course explores themes and issues found in the
texts and critically analyzes the cultural, political, social and economic contexts in which they
are produced. Issues such as migration and its relation to identity and ethnic literary
representation; cultural and linguistic hybridity; conflict and resistance; the Latina/o sense and
representation of “urban” and “rural” will be further complicated as they are critically studied
across gender, class and racial lines.

General Objectives
This course is designed to allow students

1. To situate selected texts written by Latina/o writers born and/or socialized and
acculturated in the United States (and writing predominantly but not exclusively in
English) within a transnational and historical context.

2. To appreciate the rich Latina/o literary heritage in the United States.

Specific Objectives
The course will enable students:

1. To understand the impact which the U.S. capitalist state has had on these writers’
representations of class, gender, race and the “other.”

2. To comprehend how cultural difference is refigured in the texts from a Latina/o

perspective.

To learn how linguistic hybridity affects literary discourse.

To discuss how the texts represent women and their concerns.

5. To refine their critical writing and reading skills through the analysis of ideas, metaphors,
and constructions formulated from the texts.

6. To analyze the texts’ rhetorical, technical and aesthetic qualities.
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Evaluation

5 Response Papers 35%
Midterm Exam 25%
Final Exam 30%
Class Participation 10%
Texts

Alvarez, Julia. In the Time of the Butterflies. New York: Plume, 1995.

Castillo, Ana. Loverboys. New York: Plume, 1996.

Garcia, Cristina. Dreaming in Cuban. New York: Ballantine, 1992.

Hernandez Cruz, Victor, et. al. Paper Dance. New York: Persea, 1995.

Kanellos, Nicolas, Ed. The Anthology of Hispanic Literature of the United States.
New York: Oxford UP, 2002

Quinonez, Ernesto. Bodega Dreams. New York: Random, 2000.

Class Participation

Class participation is very important. You should prepare yourself adequately to participate in
the class discussion. Proper preparation requires reading the material for discussion, thinking
critically about it, and making sure that you have something to say about it. Attendance,
although very important, does not by itself guarantee a good grade in class participation. 1 will
evaluate class participation based on contribution to the discussion, general preparation and
attitude towards the class.

Pageout.net

I will use the website jltp.pageout.net to organize the course. This website has many useful
resources which will make the class much more informative, interesting and fun. You must
enroll in the website course. I will give you instructions on how to do it. Visiting the website is
considered part of your class participation grade.

Response Papers
Response papers are short (1-2 page single-spaced) compositions in which you will write

critically about the unit topic. They are not summaries. Check the course website for more
guidelines on how to write the response paper.
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IMPORTANT NOTES

1. All papers must be typed or printed, without exception. Use standard margins (1 inch)
and a font no larger than 10 or 12.

2. A student will receive a failing grade for any act of plagiarism or cheating. I refer you to
he college’s undergraduate catalog, which states the institution’s policies on Academic
Honesty and Cheating.

3. ATTENDANCE POLICY: Regular attendance is very important if we are to have a
successful class. I understand that within the course of any semester a student
might have to attend to some pressing matter. For that reason I allow up to three
absences for the semester. However, every absence beyond those three will lower
your grade by 2.5% per absence; this includes an absence for medical reason. Only
an extremely grave medical situation will be considered as a valid excuse after these
three absences. Please understand that several absences will reduce your grade
significantly. If you accumulate many absences then you should consider dropping
the course. In the case of severe illness leading to absenteeism, you should either
drop the course or request an incomplete if you can realistically finish the remaining
work. Athletes should have coaches write me a letter explaining your team
commitment and responsibilities and if these will affect attendance.

4. Make hard copies and back-ups of everything you write. I assume no responsibility for
lost papers if you do not have copies.

5. You are also responsible for reading any material put on reserve at the library.
You can access much, if not all, of this material via the Internet by clicking on the
library’s website.

6. Submit all papers on due dates. Late papers will not be accepted. If you have a
reasonable excuse [ may grant you a grace period but your grade will be lowered by two
grades (eg. C to D+). Remember: You are given ample time to plan and write your
papers. Deadlines are given way ahead in advance. Manage your time properly.

7. Make-ups for exams will only be considered for those students who, for legitimate
extenuating circumstances, could not take an exam. In such cases the student will have
to take another exam at a time determined by me.

8. Do not email me papers. I require hard copies.
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COURSE CALENDAR

Page numbers refer to anthology, Herencia. Bold-faced items are books. Paper Dance refers to
the anthology of poetry.

Early Latina/o Voices

Weeks 1-2
Tues. Jan 27 Introduction to course.
Thurs. Jan 29 Kanellos, “An Overview of Hispanic Literature of the United States,”
p. 1-32.
Tues. Feb 3 Juan Gonzalez, “Conquerors and Victims: The Image of America Forms

(1500-1800), handout from Harvest of Empire

Thurs. Feb 5 Alvar Nufiez Cabeza de Vaca, The Account, 35.
Gaspar Perez de Villagra, The History of New Mexico, 47.
Fray Mathias Sédenz de San Antonio, Lord, If the Shepherd Does Not
Hear, 58; Anonymous, The Contest of Coffee and Corn Gruel, 89.
RESPONSE PAPER #1

Conflict and Resistance
Weeks 3-5

Tues. Feb 10 Juan Gonzalez, “The Spanish Borderlands and the Making of Empire
(1810-1898) handout from Harvest of Empire
Platon Vallejo, Letter to William Heath Davis, 100
The Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo Hand-out
Maria Amparo Ruiz de Burton, The Squatter and the Don, 123

Thurs. Feb 12 Jose Policarpo Rodriguez, “The Old Guide,” 102
Jose Marti, Two Views of Coney Island, 337
Juan N. Seguin, Personal Memoirs, 106
Francisco Ramirez, Editorials, 109
Pablo de Guerra, The Californios, 111

Tues. Feb 17 Anonymous, Joaquin Murieta,
Anonymous, The Ballad of Gregorio Cortez, 115.
Eusebio Chacon, A Protest Rally, 1901, 130.
Tenayuca & Brooks, The Mexican Question in the Southwest, 156
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Thurs. Feb 19

Tues. Feb 24

Thurs. Feb. 26

Tues. March 2

Thurs. March 4

Tues. March 9

Thurs. March 11

Isabel Gonzalez, Step Children of a Nation, 162.
Americo Paredes The Hammon and the Beans, 170

Rodolfo “Corky” Gonzales, I Am Joaquin, 195.

Francisco Alarcon, L.A. Prayer (Paper Dance), 4.

La Defensa, Greetings and Aims (Editorial), 144.

Lorenzo Pineiro Rivera, et. al. Open Letter to a Libelist, 145.

Pedro Pietri, Puerto Rican Obituary, 212.

Jests Colon, Kipling and I, 470.

Clemente Soto Velez, Horizons, Five-Pointed Stars, 491.

Luis Valdez, Los Vendidos, 222.

Martin Espada, The Lover of a Subversive is also a Subversive
(Paper Dance), 43.

Julia Alvarez, In the Time of the Butterflies
RESPONSE PAPER #2

Identity
Weeks 6-8

Gustavo Pérez Firmat, Anything but Love, 285.
Cristina Garcia, A Matrix Light, 503

Achy Obejas, Above All, a Family Man,262.

Oscar Hijuelos, Our House in the Last World, 271.
Nicholosa Mohr, Uncle Claudio, 241.

Rolando Hinojosa, Dear Rafe, 207

Miguel Méndez, Pilgrims in Aztlan, 199.

Elias Miguel Mufioz, The Greatest Performance,499

Latins Anonymous

Aurora Levins Morales & Rosario Morales, Ending Poem, 269
Gloria Anzaldia, How to Tame a Wild Tongue, 254.

Evilio Grillo, Going Up North, 291

Piri Thomas, Down These Mean Streets, 234

Tato Laviera, The Africa in pedro morejon, 244

Junot Diaz, No Face, 417.

MIDTERM EXAM
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Tues. March 23

Thurs. March 25

Tues. March 30

Thurs. April 1

Tues. April 6

Thurs. April 8

Winter Recess

Cristina Garcia, Dreaming in Cuban
Gustavo Perez Firmat, Bilingual Blues (Paper Dance), 55.

Ana Castillo, Loverboys
Tino Villanueva, Scene from the Movie, GIANT (Paper Dance),221.
Adrian Castro,Pulling the Muse from the Drum (Paper Dance), 15

The Latina
Week 9-10

Adrian Castro, Herald of Cocos(I) (Paper Dance), 17

Martin Espada, Coca-Cola and Coco Frio, (Paper Dance) 44.

Carmen Tafolla, Letter to Ti, 196; Compliments, 198 (Paper Dance)
Gina Valdez, Where You From? (Paper Dance), 204.

Graciela Limon, The Day of the Moon, 280

Naomi Quinonez, Aye Que Maria Felix (or Maria Was No Virgin), 147
(Paper Dance)

RESPONSE PAPER #3

Magdalena Gomez, Mestiza Legacy (Paper Dance), 65.
Ricardo Pau-Llosa, Mulata, (Paper Dance), 136

Lorna Dee Cervantes, Beneath the Shadow of the Freeway, 326
Cherrie Moraga, La Guera, 247.

Lucha Corpi, Marina Mother, 495.

Sandra Maria Esteves, My Name is Maria Christina, 266.
Rosemary Catacalos, Women Talk of Flowers at Dusk (Paper
Dance), 21.

Brigida Briones, A Glimpse of Domestic Life, 94

Marcelina, Midwife, 186

Pat Mora, Curandera, 330

Diana Garcia, La Curandera, (Paper Dance), 57.

Maria Cristia Mena, The Emotions of Maria Concepcion, 429

Julio G. Arce, The Stenographer, 436.

Jesus Colon, The Flapper, 441

Julia de Burgos, I Was My Own Route, 488.
Roberta Fernandez, Amanda, 308.

Jovita Idar, For Our Race; We Should Work, 142
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Tues. April 13

Thurs. April 15

Tues. April 20

Thurs. April 22

Tues. April 27

Thurs. April 29

Tues. May 4

The Latino Cityscape
Weeks 11-12

Pachin Marin, New York from Within, 341

Alirio Diaz Guerra, Lucas Guevara, 348.

Salomon de la Selva, A Song for Wall Street, 352.
Guillermo Cotto-Thorner, Tropics in Manhattan, 356.
Miguel Piiero, A Lower East Side Poem, 238
Victor Hernandez Cruz, Loisaida, 320

Jesus Papoleto Melendez, The Pigeon Squawk (Paper Dance), 123
Jose Luis Gonzalez, The Night We Became People Again, 403
Bernardo Vega, Memoirs, 374

A. Ortiz-Vargas, The Hispanic Barrio, 353.

Ernesto Galarza, Barrio Boy, 465

RESPONSE PAPER #4

Guy Garcia, Red Line (Paper Dance), 61.

Carolina Hospital, Sorting Miami (Paper Dance), 94

Pablo Medina, Philadelphia (Paper Dance), 120

Gloria Vando, New York City Mira Mira Blues (Paper Dance),207

Quinonez, Bodega Dreams

Diaspora and Exile
Weeks 13-14

Magdalena Gomez, It Happens When Presidents Play Golf (Paper
Dance), 70.

Luisa Valenzuela, “I’m Your Horse in the Night, “ 611.

Lino Novas Calvo, “The Cow on the Rooftop,” 599.

Jose Maria Heredia, Hymn of the Exile, 545.

Rodolfo Uranga, Those Who Return, 451

Jose Kozer, It’s dark, my sister; This Sefior Don Gringo, 605-606.
Julia Alvarez, Homecoming (Paper Dance), 6.

Guillermo Gomez-Pena, Danger Zone, 625.



Luis Rafael Sanchez, The Flying Bus, 631

Demetria Martinez, Discovering America, (Paper Dance), 107
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Thurs. May 6 Emma Sepulveda, I Grew Accustomed, 615
Matias Montes Huidobro, Exile, 616
Sandra Castillo, Leavings (Paper Dance), 12.
RESPONSE PAPER #5

FINAL EXAM:
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