COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Department of English

Spring, 2002

COURSE:

ENG 110 ADVANCED PLACEMENT WRITING 

“How Do Real Writers Write?’

TEXTS:
Lunsford, A.A.  (2001). The Everyday Writer.  Boston:



Bedford/St. Martin’s Press.


Bank, M. (1999).  The Girl’s Guide to Hunting and Fishing.



NY, NY:  Penguin Putnam.


You need to log-onto the text web site and submit your name, my name, and my e-mail address at the following location: <http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/lunsford/everyday_writer>.

INSTRUCTOR:
Katherine P. McFarland, Ph.D.

e-mail:  kpmcfa@ship.edu





131 Dauphin Humanities Center







Office Phone:  (717)  477-1496 




OFFICE HOURS:  
M    2:00 - 3:30 p.m.


Th 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.




W    2:00 - 3:30 p.m.


F    by appointment     

DESCRIPTION:
(taken from college catalog)

Provides well-prepared students with enhanced course work in writing effective essays in accordance with a process model of prewriting, drafting, peer reviewing, revising, editing, and proofreading, as well as sophisticated rhetorical analysis of audience, form and content.  Students compose some writing from print, non-print, and on-line sources, using such appropriate documentation formats as Modern Language Association (MLA) format for essays in humanities, American Psychological Association (APA) format for essays in the social sciences and business, and Council of Biology Editors (CBE) format for essays in the natural and applied sciences. 

PERSONAL PHILOSOPHY OF WRITING

Folks - I know you will get a lot out of this course and secretly enjoy the course at the same time.   I will admit, however, that writing papers takes a lot of hard work -- at least this is true for me and all of the other professional writers that I know.  In fact, the process of writing can be quite tedious and lonely, but the results can be rewarding

Writing remained a mystery for me that too often involved a hit-or-miss approach until I encountered my early training in The National Writing Project during my M.A.  This intense training in the teaching of writing remains one of the cornerstones of my teaching career.  (Don’t ask me how many years I have been teaching.)  Basically, I want to share with you what I learned about writing:

1. Writing is Thinking.  (When I have trouble with writing, my thinking is fuzzy.)

2. Writing is a Process that can be compared with creating a painting . . . with composing a song . . .with designing a house . . . with throwing a knuckle ball . . . .

3. Writing involves non-linear stages that reoccur by brainstorming, drafting, revising, and editing.  (More about theses stages, later.)

4. First drafts are always lousy.  As a writer, I never worry about my first draft.

5. Writing involves multiple drafts.  The more drafts you write, the better the paper.

6. Writing is easier when I know when and how I write / learn best.

7. Writing is easier when I can define clearly the purpose and the audience of the paper.

8. Writing is easier when I am excited about my topic or know a lot about my topic.

9. Writing is easier when I write for real purposes such as for a publication.

10. No one is born a writer; a writer evolves through hard work and practice. (This class will go smoothly for those who continue to work at a steady pace of creating multiple drafts.)

STUDENT OUTCOMES:  The students will be able to:

1.   Become a student-centered community of readers and writers.

2.   Learn to de-mystify the writing process.


3.   Gain confidence and success in writing college-level papers.



4.   Demonstrate clearly the active stages of the writing process.



5.   Show evidence of the process and documentation of the research paper.


6.   Show growth as a writer as demonstrated through the portfolio.

7.   Submit one paper for possible publication.

REQUIREMENTS:
Participation/Attendance/ Quizzes/Daily
(10%)

Homework




(10%)




Graded Essays




(60%)




Annotated Bibliography


(10%)

Process Portfolio/Web Site Portfolio

(10%)




Other:




Grading Policy:  



Class Notebook 


            100-96=A




Pocket jingle for Xerox  copies    
     
  95-90=A-




Manila folders for papers submitted
     
  89-87=B+




Computer Disks 


    
  86-83=B




Accordion-type Writing Portfolio

  82-80=B-






     
  



  79-77=C+











  76-73=C
    



  72-70=C-










  69-60=D

CLASS PARTICIPATION
Class participation will be based on attendance, contributions, and participation in the daily activities of the classroom.  Daily attendance will be taken so regular and punctual attendance is expected.  Please call or e-mail me each time you plan to be absent.  Absences in excess of three will reduce your class average.

CLASS RULES

Save everything; label everything.


Lateness to class makes the instructor crabby.

All drafts need to be saved on disc and hard drive.
Late papers will be marked down each day.

ACADEMIC HONESTY

Plagiarism is the unauthorized use of another author’s words or ideas.  Any act of plagiarism violates the mission of the institution, the value of the class, and your own integrity.  Please consult your catalog regarding the university’s definition of plagiarism, or see me if you have any questions.

DISABLED STUDENTS

Students with problems which may handicap their performance are expected to arrange for a conference in order that appropriate strategies be considered to facilitate participation.
THE WRITING WORKSHOP:  From Beginning to Submitted Paper

This class will be set-up as a simulation of a magazine and/or newspaper office--an environment that is both productive and busy. In this class we will simulate how real writers write and what they do in various stages of writing.  My role in this process can be described as the editor-in-chief.  For you to reach the level of potential as a writer, assistance must be given by one who has the expertise to assist (Vygotsky's (1978).  My job is to take you to the level of potential in which you will be well prepared for your college career. The following stages of writing will be emphasized:      

Prewriting Stage - You will be given an opportunity to find writing topics that capture your interest, knowledge, and passion.  Not all topics are good.  When you care about what you write and see connections to your own life, you both learn and write better (Moffett,1968).  Furthermore, during this stage, you will be given guidance on how to narrow your topic to an appropriate size, determine your audience, and create a clear purpose/focus for writing.  Spend some time discussing, sorting, and generating ideas about your topic.

Drafting Stage - You are ready to begin to write your paper after you find a suitable topic and direction.  At this point, you are bringing your ideas into a first draft on the computer.  (Do not worry about spelling, punctuation, or conventions of writing.  That will come later.)  This is the stage that writing must be pulled apart, analyzed, and reworked time and again into meaning that can be understood to your intended audience.  

Peer Response Groups - After you have completed several drafts, you need some immediate feedback on your paper.  You will be assigned to a three-to-four member group who will offer suggestions and feedback. To give effective feedback, each member must make copies of their "draft" paper for each group member. In order for these groups to work well, members also must maintain an active level of commitment to the group.  We will practice this process in class.

Revision - Finally, your writing is revised based on input from peers, teacher, and your own rethinking of the topic.  It is common at this stage to reorganize your ideas and revamp your introduction, conclusion, and title.  Also, look for "holes" in information and logic in paper.  Several questions may guide your efforts:  Does your paper say something that goes beyond the superficial?  Did you take the subject down several layers?  How would your reader respond to this paper?  Can you find ways to make your meaning clearer through facts/examples/illustrations?

Editing - After the revision of the paper, you will want to work on editing your work.  Here, you focus on the mechanics such as sentence structure, paragraphing, spelling, and punctuation. Make sure you use the spell-check, grammar-check, and thesaurus available with most software.  Several checklists will be given to guide you through this last stage.  (I want you to submit one of your papers to the school newspaper, community newspaper, or magazines.)

Writing Conferences - Meetings will be conducted with the professor on an ongoing basis. Conferences will be used to map progress and give feedback on your papers.  Three types of conferences will be most common:  1.)  Feedback Conference to respond to your submitted papers; 2.) Revision Conference to respond to structure, organization, elaboration of ideas, examples, or illustrations; and 3.) Editing Conferences to respond to misspelled words, punctuation, and sentence structure. Be ready to tell me -- Why did you choose this subject? Who is your audience?  What is the purpose of your paper? What do you intend to do with the next draft? What kind of changes have you made from the last draft? What problems do you still have? 

SUBMITTING PAPERS FOR A GRADE
You will need to complete a Submission Folder for each paper with evidence that you have been through all of the stages.  (Please place your name, roster number, and paper title on the folder tab.) Each submitted piece must have the following:

1. Must be in a manila folder.

2. Must have a cover letter of one page.  (Example is enclosed.) 

3. Must have an outline of paper (Phrase or Sentence Outline).

4. Must have a final draft that is labeled FINAL DRAFT.


5.   Must include all prewriting and multiple drafts. 


6.   Must show evidence of Peer Response Groups or Peer Editing. 

Cover Letters - A one page letter must be submitted in the front of each folder.  This letter is an informal piece of writing that will be addressed to me.  The purpose of such a letter is two-fold.  First, it forces you to think about your own paper and to reflect on its purpose, audience, and thesis. Second, the cover letter allows me to know more about your paper before I evaluate it.  Please address a one page letter and include the following:


1.  How did you arrived at your topic?  How did you narrow your topic?


2.  How did you organize your paper?  What made you decide on this pattern?


3. What is the purpose of your paper?  What is your thesis / main point?


4.  Who is your audience?  What magazine or newspaper are you addressing?   


5.  What went well for you in this paper?  


6.  What did not go well for you in this paper?


7.  What would you do differently if you were to write another draft?


8.  What else do you want me to know before I begin to read your paper?

PROBLEM AREAS TO AVOID 

1. You have chosen a lousy topic in which you cannot say anything new, i.e., abortion, alcohol on college campus, or any overused topic.



2.  Your topic is much too large to develop for a three to five page paper.  



3.  You have skipped the Prewriting Stage and have not planned your paper.


4.  You state the obvious (top layer) without exploring deeper layers of the topic.



5.  You do not use your time wisely with the freedom you are given during class.

MINI-LESSONS

We will begin each class with a 5 to10 minute lesson on some aspect of writing that people in the class may need.   Sometimes I will be doing a mini-lesson; sometimes I will ask students to do a mini-lesson. The following are some sample lessons given in the past:

Brainstorming




Using Transitions 

Writing: Processing Your Paper

Editing Your Own Papers 

Revising and Polishing Your Paper

Creating Audience and Purpose

Organizing an Essay



Understanding Punctuation

Constructing Effective Beginnings/Endings
Varying Sentences

Avoiding Fragments/Run-on Sentences

The Economy of Words

Elaborating on Details



Formulating Research Questions

Creating Stronger Sentences 


Primary and Secondary Research

Using Active vs. Passive Voice


Conducting and Documenting Research

Adding Stylistics



Avoiding Plagiarism

Answering Essay Questions


Evaluating Sources

ASSIGNMENTS

Writing-on-Writing (10%)  Find a good writer.  You will be asked to conduct and write up some notes on someone who perceives of himself/herself as a good writer.  These notes (primary source research) in turn will become a paper about your interview.  My goal is for you to learn about the great diversity of methods for writing.  This interview should last at least 45 minutes and may be taped.  Grading criterion and further explanation will be given in advance.

Critical Analysis (10%) Choose a book in your field that you have been wanting to read or a novel such as Bank’s The Girls’ Guide to Hunting and Fishing.  Then, begin with a "gut reaction" to a work in the early stages.  Do not underestimate your initial reactions.  Then, once you have landed a topic, think of your literary analysis as an insightful argument in which you persuade your reader of some point to be argued in your selected text.  (Text means any body of work in this case.)  Your job is to push your point through selected quotes, interpretations, elaboration, illustrations, examples, and other references.  As you are reading, make sure you take notes on index cards or on the computer.

Argumentation/Problem Solving (10%) – This paper may or may not be a documented essay in which you will choose your own topic.  Make sure you focus on an issue that you have strong interest.  We will decide together the topics and grading criteria to be applied.

Annotated Bibliography (10%) – You will need to create a bibliography of between 10 to 15 sources relevant to your documented essay.  Each source must have a properly documented using MLA, must be summarized, and must indicate whether source will be helpful or not in paper.

The I-search Documented Essay - (20%) This paper is a documented essay that seeks out answers to a question which is of interest and importance to you.  I would like for you to investigate a topic of interest from your academic major or from an academic area that you may want to study in the future.  Since asking a good question begins with investigation, such research will require you to use primary and secondary sources of information to support your answer. Primary sources include interviews with people, original manuscripts such as diaries or journals, surveys or questionnaires, or actual data that you collect.  Secondary sources include books, periodicals, on-line sources, and other references that you have more commonly used in the past when writing a research paper.  You need to use both.  (This paper will be limited to 7 pages.) 

Narration (10%) - You will be asked to write a narrative of a reconstructed experience or event.  You must, however, be clear as to the purpose of this piece and the intended audience.  You want to write about an event that has meaning for you or a lesson that you learned.

Process Portfolio (10%) - A major element of the course will be your writing portfolio.  If you choose a process portfolio, all graded copies with polished copies will be placed in your portfolio, and one paper must reflect the writing process with prewriting, multiple drafts and peer responses.  Finally, you should create a summary on your growth as a writer.  If you choose to create a web site portfolio, you will create an inviting place to exhibit your picture, all polished copies of papers, and your summary of your growth as a writer.  (More info. will be forthcoming.)

Learning Assistance Center - (Quiz Grade) - You are required to go The Learning Assistance Center (LAC) only one time throughout the semester; however, you may need to go more often for continuous help on your papers.  The LAC is housed in the McLean basement (1420); however, all conferencing appointments take place on the ground floor of the library.  

COLLEGE ENGLISH CLASS SCHEDULE 

K. P. McFarland x1496

Spring, 2002

Note: Course Schedule is subject to change as needed.


Readings are to be completed on the assigned day. 

Date

Class Agenda



Assignment
1/23

Introductions / Syllabus 

1/28

Clay Project / Process Writing






Writing-on-Writing

1/30

Writing-on-Writing / Primary Sources
Read 
Sections 5 & 6:  pp. 30-41.




Audience & Purpose



Section 4: pp. 27 - 30



Ways to Get Started



Section 1: pp. 3-10

2/4

Writing-on-Writing / Interviews

Read 
Section 34 & 35: pp. 280-289

Informal vs. Formal Writing


Sections 6 & 8:  pp. 35 – 39; pp. 54-61

 Writing-on-Writing Video



2/6

Mock Peer Response Groups

Read 
Section 7:  pp. 40-54



Sentence Variety



Section 23: pp. 189- 191




Sick Sentences:  Fragments / R.O.

Section 30 & 31: pp. 253 - 263

2/11

Peer Response Groups



Must have 5 copies of paper.

2/13

Critical Analysis



Read Banks’s Girls Guide to Hunting & Fishing


Thesis Statement / Active Verbs

Read 
Section 4:  pp. 27-30



Organization





Section 2 & 3:  pp. 6 – 9;  9-24










Section 25: pp. 214-226

2/18

Critical Analysis



Final Copy of Writing-on-Writing Paper


Primary vs Secondary Sources


 Read 
Section 22:  pp. 186 - 188




Economy of Words












2/20

Conferences




Computer Lab






2/25

Peer Response Groups



Computer Lab

2/27

Argumentation



Review Sections 38/39/43/44/45/46/47



Punctuation

3/4

Argumentation




Final Copy of Comparison/Contrast Due



Parallelism / Shifts


Read 
Sections 19 & 20: pp. 177 - 183








Section 9:  pp. 62-88

3/6

Argumentation (Mid-Term)







3/11-15
Spring Break


3/18

Annotated Bibliography


(Meet in Library)







3/20

Research in Library


Read 
Section 10  pp. 91-95








            Section 11: pp. 95-108

3/25

Office Conferences 

3/27

Research in Library


Read 
Section 12:  pp. 109-122










          13:  pp.123-128

4/1

Documented Essay



Final Copy of Annotated Biblio. Due







Review Sections 48, 49, 50, & 51








Review Sections 52, 53, 54, & 55

4/3

Research in Library

4/8

Class Conferences in the Library

4/10

Peer Response Groups



Five Copies of Rough Draft Due
4/15

Narration




Final Documented Research Papers Due


Dialogue




Review Section 42

4/17

Narration





4/22

Peer Editing Groups



Five Copies of Rough Drafts Due
4/24

Narration




Final Copy of Narrative Due
4/29

Rewriting Papers

5/1

Rewriting Papers

