Introduction to the Atmosphere

Summer Term A 2016
Instructor: Mike Applegarth

Class Times: M-F, 9:00am – 12:00pm
Room: SRH 109
Office and phone: Shearer 211; 477-1712 

Email: mtappl@ship.edu

Web: http://webspace.ship.edu/mtappl
Text: Lutgens and Tarbuck; The Atmosphere
Overview
This course will introduce us to weather and climate in a global, national, and regional scale.  Emphasis is placed on understanding atmospheric processes.

Grading

Class grades will break down as follows:

25% - Test 1

25% - Test 2

25% - Test 3
25% - Labs (4)
Grade

Percent
A

93+

A-

90-92
B+

87-89

B

83-86

B-

80-82

C+

77-79

C

70-76

D

60-69

F

<60
Tests - Each test will be a combination of multiple choice, matching, short answer, and problem-solving questions.  

Labs - Four lab exercises will be handed out during the semester.  These labs will be completed in class and due at the end of class.

Attendance - Attendance is expected.  No make-up tests unless accompanied by a valid written excuse for illness, etc.  You are responsible for any missed material.  Also be sure to check the email account that you have with the University.  If I send an email it will be to your University address.
Readings - Course readings will come from the Lutgens/Tarbuck book. 

Please see me during the first week of classes to discuss any special needs, etc. that you may have. 
Schedule (subject to change)
Dates
       Topic







Readings
May
16- Weather/Climate, Solar energy, Lat/Lon, Earth/Sun geometry
Chap 1
17- Lab 1; Latitude/Solar Angle







18- Climate controls, Lab 2; Radiation/Temperature


Chap 3


19- Humidity, Adiabatics, Lifting mechanisms


Chap 4

20- Test 1

23- Clouds, Precipitation Formation




Chap 5

24- Pressure/Winds






Chap 6

25- Lab 3; Winds

26- Atmospheric circulation, Air masses 



Chap 7, 8

27- Test 2

30- No Class

31- Mid-Lat. cyclone, T-storm/Tornadoes



Chap 10

June
1- Lab 4; Weather

2- Hurricanes, Climates





Chap 11, 15

3- Final
