Geography of the United States and Canada

Fall 2014
Instructor: Mike Applegarth

Class Times: MW 2:00 – 3:15
Room: Rowland 200
Office and phone: Shearer 211; 477-1712 

Email: mtappl@ship.edu
Web: http://webspace.ship.edu/mtappl/
Office hours: MTW 1:00 – 2:00; MW 5:00 – 6:00
Text: McKnight; Regional Geography of the United States and Canada (4th Ed.)
Overview

Geography of U.S and Canada will explore the physical and cultural geography and processes that define the majority of the North American continent.  We will move across the countries east to west and examine many influences and factors affecting these diverse areas.

Grading

Class grades will break down as follows:

15% - in-class labs

10% - Student Talk

25% - Test 1

25% - Test 2

25% - Final Test

Grade

Percent
A

93+

A-

90-92

B+

87-89

B

83-86

B-

80-82

C+

77-79

C

70-76

D

60-69

F

<60

Tests - Each test will consist of multiple choice questions.  

No extra credit assignments are available

Student Talk - You and a partner or you alone will perform a presentation about a place, region, city, etc. within selected areas of the U.S and Canada.  If you present alone, I expect a 5 minute presentation.  Groups of two are expected to present an 8 minute presentation and both presenters will be assigned the same grade.  If you do not show up for your presentation you will receive a zero grade for the talk with no chance to make it up.  Material presented by students in these presentations will be on the last test.  A sign-up sheet for presenters and corresponding topics must be completed as per the date on the schedule.  No topic can be presented twice (i.e., first come, first serve).  I reserve the right to move presentation dates to best accommodate the class schedule.

The presentation format is PowerPoint.  Make certain you include some maps, pictures, diagrams, etc. to provide visuals for your talk.  Your presentation is due as per the date on the schedule.  If you don’t have your presentation turned in by the due date there will be a late penalty on your talk grade.
You need to look at the presentation as if you were describing this location/region to a group.  Discuss pertinent items about your chosen area.  If you choose to do a city, talk about the cultural aspects such as history, demographics, economy, transportation, etc, and the physical aspects such as site, soils, climate, groundwater issues, etc.  You could also choose to do a region.  Some of the better presentations in the past have been on subjects such as: Napa Valley, Badlands Natl. Park, Prince Edward Island, and Mt St. Helens. 

Labs- Labs are exercises that are intended to allow a working demonstration of material covered.  Each lab will be 5% of the total class grade.

Readings - Course readings will come from the McKnight book.  

Attendance - Attendance is expected.  No make-up tests or labs unless accompanied by a valid written excuse.  You are responsible for material missed from any absence.  
Please see me during the first week of classes to discuss any special needs, etc. that you may have

Schedule (subject to change)

Dates
       Topic





          Readings (McKnight)
Aug
 25- Class Introduction









 27- Geography Introduction, Population, Cities


Chap 3, 4
Sept
 1- Labor Day









 3- N. America, Lat/Lon 





Chap 1

 8- Lab 1









 10- Geology (Lab 1 due)





Chap 2

  
 15- Geology
  








 17- Lab 2









 22- Weather/Climate
(Lab 2 due)




Chap 2


 24- Weather/Climate










 29- Test 1








Oct
 1- Atlantic NE






Chap 6, 7, 8

 6- Mid-Atlantic (talk sign-up due)




Chap 8, 9

 8- South







Chap 9,10,11


 13- Fall Break









 15- Midwest







Chap 12

 20- Plains







Chap 13

 22-‘Homeland’ video







 

 27- Rockies (talk examples)





Chap 14

 29- West (talk topic due)





Chap 15
Nov
 3- Test 2










 5- Southwest







Chap 15

 10- California, Northwest





Chap 16, 18
 

 12- Lab 3 (presentations due)



      


 17- Arctic/Alaska, Hawaii (Lab 3 due)



Chap 17-20


 19- Student Talks (1)








 24- Student Talks (2)
 26- Thanksgiving



Dec
 1- Student Talks (3)





 3- Student Talks (4)






 8-12 Finals
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